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PREFACE. 





Careful gleanings from many fields clus- 
tered into one. May the presentation of the 
same prove to be an acceptable offering unto 
the Master. And a blessing unto you. 

Then will our purpose be answered. 


Te Se LEB): 
Philadelphia. 


DEDICATION. 





We offer this as a prayerful tribute to The 
Coming King. 





THE DYING DRUMMER BOY. 


During the American war I was surgeon in 
the United States army, and after the battle 
of Gettysburg there were many hundred 
wounded soldiers in my hospital, among whom 
were some who had been wounded so severely 
that they required my services at once. Among 
them was a boy who had been but three months 
in the service, and being too young for a sol- 
dier, had enlisted as a drummer. When my 
assistant surgeon wished to administer chloro- 
form, he turned his head aside and positively 
refused to receive it. When told that it was 
the doctor’s orders, he said, “Send the doctor 
to me.” 

When I came to his bedside I said, “Young 
man, why do you refuse chloroform? When I 
found you on the battle-field you were so far 
gone I thought it hardly worth while to pick 
you up; but when you opened those large blue 
eyes, I thought you had a mother somewhere, 
who might at that moment be thinking of her 
boy. I did not want you to die on the field of 
battle, so ordered you to be brought here; but 
you have now lost so much blood that you are 
too weak to endure an operation without chloro- 
form, therefore you had better let me give you 
some.” 


8 Gold, Frankincence and Myrrh. 


He laid his hand on mine, and looking me in’ 
the face, said, “Doctor, one Sunday afternoon, 
in the Sabbath-school, when I was nine and a 
half years old, I gave my heart to Christ. I 
learned to trust Him; I have been trusting 
Him ever since, and I know I can trust Him 
now. He is my strength and my stimulant; 
He will support me while ee cut off my arm 
and leg.” 

I asked him if he would allow me to give him 
a little brandy. Again he looked me in the 
face, saying: 

“Doctor, when I was about five years old, 
my mother knelt by my side, with her arm 
around my neck, and said, ‘Charlie, IJ am now 
praying to Jesus that you may never know the 
taste of strong drink. Your papa died a 
drunkard and went down to a drunkard’s 
grave, and I promised God, if it was His will 
that you should grow up, that you would warn 
young men against the bitter cup. I am now 
seventeen years old, but I have never tasted 
anything stronger than tea or coffee; and as I 
am, in all probability, about to go into the 
presence of my God, would you have me go 
there with brandy on my stomach ?” 

The look that boy gave me I shall never for- 
get. At that time I hated Jesus, but I re- 
spected that boy’s loyalty to his Saviour; and 
when I saw how he loved and trusted Him to 
the last, there was something that touched my 
heart, and I did for that boy what I never did 
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for any other soldier—I asked him if he wished 
to see his chaplain. “Oh, yes, sir,’ was the 
answer. 

When the chaplain came, he at once knew the 
boy from having often met him at the tent 
prayer-meetings, and taking his hand said, 
“Well, Charlie, I am sorry to see you in this 
sad condition.” “Oh, I am all right, sir,” he 
answered. “The doctor offered me chloroform, 
but I declined it; then he wished to give me 
brandy, which I also declined; and now, if my 
Saviour calls me, I can go to Him in my right 
mind.” 

“You may not die, Charlie,” said the chap- 
lain; “but if the Lord should call you away, is 
there anything I can do for you after you are 
gone ?” 

“Chaplain, please put your hand under my 
pillow and take my little Bible; in it you will 
find my mother’s address. Please send it to 
her, and write a letter and tell her that since 
the day I left home I have never let a day pass 
without reading a portion of God’s Word, and 
daily praying that God would bless my dear 
mother—no matter whether on the march, on 
the battlefield, or in the hospital.” 

“Ts there anything else I can do for you, my 
lad ?” pee 

“Yes, please write a letter to the superinten- 
dent of the Sands St. Sunday School, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and tell him that the kind words, 
many prayers, and good advice he gave me, I 
have never forgotten, they have followed me 
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through all the dangers of battle, and now, in 
my dying hour, I ask my Saviour to bless my 
dear old superintendent ; that is all.” 

Turning towards me, he said, “Now, doctor, 
I am ready, and I promise you that I will not 
even groan while you take off my arm and leg, 
if you will not offer me chloroform.” I prom- 
ised, but I had not the courage to take the knife 
in my hand to perform the operation without 
first going into the next room and taking a 
little stimulant to perform my duty. 

While cutting through the flesh Charlie 
Coulson never groaned, but when I took the 
saw to separate the bone the lad took the corner 
of his pillow in his mouth, and all I could hear 
him utter was, “O Jesus, blessed Jesus, stand 
by me now!” He kept his promise, and never 
groaned. 

That night I could not sleep, for whichever 
way I turned, I saw those blue eyes, and when 
I closed mine the words, “‘Blessed Jesus, stand 
by me now,” kept ringing in my ears. Be- 
tween twelve and one o’clock, I left my bed and 
visited the hospital, a thing I had never done - 
before unless specially called, such was my de- 
sire to see that boy. Upon my arrival there, I 
was informed that sixteen of the hopeless cases 
had died. “How is Charlie Coulson: is he 
among the dead?” I asked. “No, sir,” ans- 
wered the steward, “he is sleeping as sweetly as 
a babe.” 

When I came to the bed where the boy lay, ~ 
one of the nurses told me that, about nine 
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o'clock, two members of the U. 8. Christian 
Commission came through the hospital to read 
and sing a hymn. ‘They were accompanied by 
the chaplain, who knelt by Charlie Coulson’s 
bed and offered up a fervent prayer, after which 
-they sang, while still upon their knees, “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul,” in which Charlie joined. 
I could not understand how that boy, who had 
undergone such terrible pain, could sing. 

Five days after, that dear boy sent for me, 
and it was from him on that day I heard the 
first gospel sermon. “Doctor, my time has 
come; I do not expect to see another sun rise, 
but thank God, I am ready to go, and before I 
die, I desire to thank you with all my heart 
for your kindness to me. Doctor, you are a 
Jew; you do not believe in Jesus; will you 
please stand here and see me die, trusting my 
Lord to the last moment of my life?” I tried 
to stay, but I could not, for I had not courage 
to stand by and see a Christian boy die rejoic- 
ing in the love of that Jesus Whom I had been 
taught to hate, so I hurriedly left the room. 
About twenty minutes after, a steward, who 
found me sitting in my private office, covering 
my face with my hands, said, “Doctor, Charlie 
Coulson wishes to see you.” 

“T have just seen him, and I cannot see him 
again.” 

“But, doctor, he says he must see you once 
more before he dies.” 

I now made up my mind to see him, say an 
endearing word, and let him die, but I was de- 
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termined that no word of his should influence 
me in the least so far as his Jesus was con- 
cerned. When I entered the hospital, I saw he 
was sinking fast, so I sat down by his cot. 
Asking me to take his hand, he said, “Doctor, 
I love you because you are a Jew; the best 
Friend I have found in this world was a Jew, 
Jesus Christ, to Whom I want to introduce you 
before I die: and will you promise me, doctor, 
that what I am about to say to you, you will 
never forget?” 

I promised; and he said, “Five days ago, 
while you amputated my arm and leg, I prayed 
the Lord Jesus Christ to convert your soul.” 

These words went deep into my heart. I could 
not understand how, when I was causing him the 
most intense pain, he could forget all about. 
himself and think of nothing but his Saviour 
and my unconverted soul. All I could say to 
him was, “Well, my dear boy, you will soon be 
all right.” With these words I left him, a few 
minutes after he fell asleep, “Safe in the arms 
of Jesus.” 

That dear boy’s dying words made a deep 
impression upon me. I was wealthy at that 
time, so far as money is concerned, but I would 
have given every penny I possessed to have 
felt towards Christ as Charlie did; but that 
feeling cannot be bought with money. Alas, I 
soon forgot all about my Christian soldier’s 
little sermon, but I could not forget the boy 
himself. I now know that then the Holy Spirit 
was convicting me of sin, but I fought against 
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Christ with all the hatred of an orthodox Jew 
for nearly ten years, until, at last the dear boy’s 
prayer was answered, and God converted my 
soul. 

About eighteen months after my conversion 
I went to a prayer-meeting one evening in 
Brooklyn. An elderly lady arose and _ said, 
“Dear friends, this may be the last time that 
it is my privilege to testify here for Christ. My 
physician tells me that my right lung is very 
nearly gone, and my left lung is very much 
affected, so at the best, there is but a short time 
for me to be with you, but what is left of me 
belongs to Jesus. Oh, it is a great joy to me to 
know that I shall see my boy in heaven. My 
son was not only a soldier for his country, but 
also a soldier for Christ. He was wounded at 
the battle of Gettysburg, and fell into the 
hands of a Jewis doctor, who amputated his 
arm and leg, but he died five days after the 
operation. His chaplain wrote me a letter, 
and sent me my boy’s Bible. My Charlie in his 
dying hour sent for that Jewish doctor and 
said to him, ‘Doctor, before I die I wish to tell 
you that five days ago, when you amputated my 
arm and leg, I prayed to the Lord Jesus Christ 
to convert your soul.’ ” 

Hearing this I could sit still no longer. I 
left my seat, crossed the room, and taking her 
hand, said, “God bless you, my dear sister; 
your boy’s prayer has been heard and answered. 
T am that Jewish doctor for whom your Charlie 
prayed, and his Saviour is now my Saviour.” 


14 Gold, Frankincence and Myrrh. 


CRIPPLE TOM’S WAY OF DOING GOOD. 


This beautiful incident of consecration in 
lowly life teaches us that the most adverse cir- 
cumstances, coupled with intense suffering, 
need not interfere with a life of intensest devo- 
tion to Jesus Christ. | 

In one of the deplorably miserable East Lon- 
don homes, in a dark, wretched room at the top 
of a house, lay a cripple boy. He had lain 
there for over two years, greatly neglected and 
comparatively unknown. When quite young 
his parents had died, leaving him to the mercy 
of an aged relative, whom he called “Granny.” 

Born a cripple, he had always been a suf- 
ferer; but as long as he was- able, he had swept 
a crossing on his crutches, or gone short 
errands to earn a few pence. But soon after 
his parents’ death the boy had to take to his 
bed. Very ungraciously the old woman allowed 
him to occupy the top room in her house, which 
room he never left again. 

His mother had taught him to read and 
write, and sometimes, on a snowy night, the 
lad had crept into the mission hall merely for 
the sake of getting warm. Numb with cold, 
and weary in body he teok little heed of what 
he had heard on those nights; but lying alone 
day after day, there came into his mind the 
memory of it, and by degrees he was possessed 
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with a great longing to know more about the 
things of God, and to have a Bible of his own. 
He knew that it was from the Bible that the 
speakers had gathered their knowledge, and 
that was all. So summing up courage, he one 
day consulted Granny about it. His only en- 
couragement in that direction was an ironical 
laugh. “Bibles weren’t in her line! What did a 
lad like him want with Bibles? So the matter 
dropped for a time, but the lad’s desire to 
possess one did not grow less. 

One day, however, up the creaking stairs 
came noisy, boisterous Jack Lee, the only 
friend the cripple had in the world. “Hurrah! 
hurrah! Got a new box. Off north to-morrow! 
Come to say good-bye, Tom,” he cried, all ex- 
citement, seating himself on the bed, and wip- 
ing the perspiration from his brow, “but I’ve 
got a real beauty present for you, my lad,” 
taking from his pocket something wrapped in 
a greasy bit of brown paper. 

Tom raised himself on his elbows, not at all 
gladdened by the news he had heard. “A bright 
new shilling for you, Tom. And you’re not to 
spend it till yer wants suffin’ real particular.” 
“Oh, Jack you are good, but I want something 
now very, very particular.” “Yer do? what’s 
he?” “JT want.a Bible.” “A Bible! well I 
never! Who ever heard of a poor lad spending 
all that on a Bible, when I had to scrape months 
and months to save it in coppers.” “Don’t be 
angry, dear Jack,” said the crippled boy, 
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“vowre going away, and I shall be lonelier than 
ever, and oh, I do so want a Bible. Please get 
it, Jack—now—this very evening at Fisher’s, 
before the shop closes. Granny never would; 
she’d spend it in gin, if I let it get into her 
hands.” “What can yer want with a Bible, Tom? 
Only scholars understands them there things,” 
he answered rather crossly. “Maybe so, Jack, 
but I’m hankering after one, for I must find 
out whether them there folks in that mission 
hall you and I sometimes used to go to, told 
true about some one they called Jesus. Let it 
be your parting gift, Jack, and you will make 
me so glad.” “Very well, lad, then I’ll go, but 
I knows nought about Bible buyin’.” “Fisher 
has ’em at a shilling, for I saw *em marked in 
the window when I used to go by. Quick, Jack, 
or the shop will be closed!’ 

Jack complied very ungraciously, and de- 
scended the stairs less rapidly than he had 
mounted them. But he got over his disap- 
pointment before he returned with a beautiful 
shilling Bible. “Fisher says I couldn’t leave 
you a better friend, Tom, and he declares the 
shilling couldn’t be ’vested better; and says he, 
‘It may be worth a thousan’ pounds to the lad,’ 
So *pears there’s suffin’ as we ought to know 
about.” 

Tom’s joy and gratitude were unbounded. 
“T know it, Jack. I know it!” hugging the 
book to his breast. “I’m happy now. Oh, how 
kind you were to save that shilling!” 
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The lads never met again; but if the honest 
errand-boy could only have known what a pre- 
cious treasure that Holy Book became to his 
cripple friend, he would have been amply re- 
warded for the sacrifice he had made to save 
the shilling. After a month’s hard reading, 
Cripple Tom knew more about his Bible than 
many who have professed to study it for twenty 
years. He had learned the way of salvation, 
his only teacher the Holy Spirit; he had 
learned also that obedience to God’s will meant 
helping to save others. 

“It won’t do to keep all this blessed news 
to myself,” he said; so he thought and thought, 
until at last a simple but very beautiful work 
was decided on for the Master. His bed stood 
close by the window sill, which was low, and 
somehow he got a pencil and paper, and wrote 
out different texts, which he would fold, pray 
over, and then drop into the noisy street below, 
directed— 

“TO THE PASSER-BY—PLEASE READ.” 

He hoped that by this means someone might 
hear of Jesus and His salvation. ‘This service 
of love, faithfully rendered, went on for some 
weeks, when one evening he heard a strange 
‘footstep and immediately afterwards a tall, 
well-dressed gentleman entered the room and 

took his seat by the lad’s bedside. 

- “So your are the lad who drops texts from 
the window, are you?” he asked kindly. “Yes,” 
said Tom, brightening up. “Have yer heard 
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as someone has got hold of one?” “Plenty, 
lad, plenty! Would you believe it if I told you 
that I picked up one last evening, and God 
blessed it to my soul?” “J can believe in God's 
Word doing anything, sir,’ said the lad, hum- 
bly, “And I am come,” said the gentleman, “‘to 
thank you personally.” “Not me, sir! I only 
does the writin’; He does the blessin’.” “And 
you are happy in this work for Christ?” said 
the visitor. “Couldn’t be happier, sir. I don’t 
think nothin’ of the pain in my back, for 
shan’t I be glad when I sees Him, to tell Him 
that as soon as I know’d about Him I did all 
as I could to serve Him? I suppose you gets 
lots o’ chances, don’t yer, sir?” 

“Ah, lad, but I have neglected them; but 
God helping me, I mean to begin afresh. At 
home in the country I have a sick boy dying. 
I had to come to town on pressing business. 
When I kissed him good-bye, he said, ‘Father, 
I wish I had done some work for Jesus. I can- 
not bear to meet Him empty-handed,’ and the 
words stuck to me all day long, and the next 
day too, until the evening when I was passing 
down this street your little paper fell on my 
hat, I opened it and read, ‘Il must work the 
works of Him that sent Me, while it is day; 
the night cometh, when no man can work’ 
(John ix. 4). It seemed like a command from 
heaven. It startled me and brought me to my 
knees that night, and I could not sleep until I 
could sing: 
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“Oh, the cleansing blood has reached me! 
Glory, glory. to the Lamb ? 


“I have professed to be a Christian for twen- 
ty-two years, my lad, and when I made in- 
quiries and found out who dropped these texts 
into the street, and why it was done, it so 
shamed and humbled me that I determined to 
go home and work for the same Master that 
you are serving so faithfully.” 

‘Tears of joy were rolling down the lad’s face. 

“It’s too much, sir,” he said; “altogether too 
much.” 

“Tell me how you managed to get the paper 
to start it, my lad?” 

“That warn’t hard, sir. I jest had a talk 
with Granny, and offered to give up my ha’ 
porth o’? milk she gives me most days if she 
would buy me paper instead. You know, sir, 
I can’t last long. The parish doctor says a few 
months of cold weather may finish me off, and 
a drop of milk ain’t much to give up for my 
blessed Jesus. Are people happy as has lots to 
give Him, sir?” 

The visitor sighed a deep sigh. “Ah, lad, 
you are a great deal happier in this wretched 
room, making sacrifices for Jesus, than thous- 
ands who profess to belong to Him, and who 
have time, talent and money, and do little or 
nothing for Him.” “They don’t know Him, 
sir. Knowi ts lovin’, and lovin’ is doiv’. It 
aint love without.” 
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“You are right, Tom. But now about your- 
self. I must begin by making your life 
brighter. How would you like to end your 
days in one of these homes for cripple lads, 
where you would be nursed and cared for, and 
where you would see the trees and flowers, and 
hear the birds sing? I could get you into one, 
not far from my home, if you like, 'Tom.” 

The weary lad looked wistfully into the 
man’s kindly face, and after a few moments’ 
silence answered: 

“'Thank’ee, sir; I’ve heard tell of ’em afore, 
but I ain’t anxious to die easy when He died 
hard. I might get taken up with them things 
a bit too much, and I’d rather be a-lookin’ at 
Him, and carryin’ on this ’ere work till He 
come to fetch me. Plenty of joy for a boy like 
me to have a mansion with Him up there 
through eternity.” The visitor felt more re- 
proved than ever. 

“Very, well, my lad; then I ea see that you 
have proper food and all the paper you need 
while you live. I will settle it all with one of 
the Bible-women. Now, before I go-I want you 
to pray aloud for me,” and, as he made the re- 
quest, the strong man knelt down by the dying 
boy’s bedside, scarcely suppressing a sob as he 
covered his face with his hands. The lad 
trembled at having to do such a thing, but 
when he saw that bowed form and heard that 
half-stifled sob, he knew he ought to cou 
with the request. 
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There was a seraphic hight on the poor pale, 

upturned face, as he said in a tone of the deep- 
est reverence : “Lord Jesus, | know youw’re a-lis- 
tenin’, and I’m much obliged to you for sendin’ 
this friend here to cheer me in my work. Now, 
Lord Jesus, he’s a bit troubled about not havin’ 
worked for Thee enough in the past days. Will 
you help him to see to it that there’s nothin’ 
left undone in the comin’ days, and _ please, 
Lord, make him go straight away and tell them 
other rich men that,they don’t know Thee if 
they aren’t a-workin’ for Thee. And I’m 
erateful to you, Jesus, for all the paper and the 
food that’s a-comin’ to me while I live. Maybe 
Vl hold out a bit longer to write these texts 
for Thee. Now, Lord Jesus, please bless this. 
kind friend, all roads and always. I ask this 
for Thy name’s sake.” “Amen,” said the deep- 
toned voice. 
Before leaving London he made every arrange- 
ment for the lad to be cared for, and then with 
a gladder heart he went back to his beautiful 
country home and lived for Christ. As soon 
as he could he built a mission hall on his own 
grounds, and preached Jesus to the villagers. 
When he confessed his sin of negligence to- 
wards them, and told them of his second con- 
version through the cripple boy and his text, 
many of them were led to “seek Jesus.” 

News of the dying lad reached them from 
time to time through the Bible-woman, but it 
was not till winter set in, and the snow had 
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fallen and covered the earth with its crystal 
whiteness, that they heard that the dear lad 
had “gone to be with Jesus.” ‘The same post 
brought a parcel which contained ‘T’om’s much- 
prized and much-used Bible. What a precious 
relic was that marked Bible in that beautiful 
home! For when the cripple boy’s friend lent 
it to his youngest son to read—the careful 
marking, the short, simple prayers written by 
the cripple lad on the margin and his dying 
wish on the fly-leaf, written about a week be- 
fore his death, that “this Holy Book may be as 
ereat a friend to some one else as it has been 
to me,” made such a deep impression on the 
youth that he gave himself to the Lord, and 
later on to mission work in foreign fields, and 
out in Central Africa he has shown that worn 
Bible to many a native Christian when telling 
them about Cripple Tom and his texts. 

That Christianity suffers more from its fol- 
lowers than from its opponents is a deplorable 
fact, to which Christian people are in danger 
of becoming reconciled. But a terrible awak- 
ening time must come, sooner or later, to those 
who are not “out and out” for Christ—who 
allow peculiar or trying circumstances to pre- 
vent or affect their entire consecration to God. 
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HOW HER HEART WAS WON. 


During the first visit of Henry Moorehouse 
to America, he was the guest of a cultivated 
and wealthy gentleman, who: was greatly 
blessed through the word preached by the evan- 
gelist. 

This gentleman had a daughter just advanc- 
ing into womanhood and looking forward with 
bright anticipation to a gay and worldly life. 
One day she entered the library, and found the 
evangelist reading his Bible. Begging pardon 
for the intrusion, she was about to retire when 
he looked up and said in his quiet tender way, 
“Are you saved ?” 

She replied, “No, Mr. Moorehouse, I am 
DOK 

Then came another question, “Would you 
like to be saved?” She thought for a moment 
of what is meant by salvation, and of what it is 
to be without salvation, and frankly replied, 
“Yes, I wish I was a Christian.” 

Then came the third question, asked very 
earnestly, “Would you like to be saved now?” 
Her head dropt, and she began to look into 
~ her heart. On the one hand her youth, her 
brilliant prospects, her father’s wealth and 
position in society made the world very attrac- 
tive to her; but on the other hand stood the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who must then and there be 
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received or rejected. No wonder the struggle 
in her heart was severe, but as the realities of 
eternity swept before her vision, she raised her 
eyes, and calmly, resolutely said, “Yes, I want 
to be saved now.” 

The supreme moment of her history was 
reached, and the evangelist was led by the Holy 
Spirit to guide her wisely. > 

He asked her to kneel beside him at the sofa, 
and to read aloud the 53d of Isaiah. 'This she 
did in tones that became tremulous and broken 
by sobs. “Read it again,” he said, “and wher- 
ever you find ‘we, ‘our, and ‘us, put in ‘I,’ 
‘my,’ and ‘me.’ Read it as if you were pouring 
out your own heart before God.” 

The weeping girl read again, “He is despised 
and rejected of men; a Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief; and I hid as it were my 
face from Him; He was despised and I es- 
teemed Him not. Surely He has borne my 
eriefs and carried my sorrows; yet I did esteem 
Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” 

Here she broke down completely as the 
thought of her personal relations to the Lord 
Jesus in His sufferings for the first time 
flashed into her mind. Wiping away her blind- 
ing tears she read on: “He was wounded for 
my transgressions, He was bruised for my ini- 
quities, the chastisement of my peace was upon 
Him, and with His stripes I am healed. J, like 
a sheep, have gone astray; I have turned to my 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him all 
my iniquities.” 
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She was silent for a time, and then exclaimed 
with deep emotion, “O, Mr. Moorehouse, is this 
true?” 

“Dear child,’ he answered, “does not God 
say it?” 

Again she was silent for a time, but at 
length looking up, no longer through tears of 
bitter grief, but in joy, and adoring gratitude, 
and inexpressible love, she said, “Then J am 
saved, for all of mine iniquities have been laid 
on Him, no stroke remains for me.” 

She arose from her knees with the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, guard- 
ing her heart and mind, and pledged to keep 
her until presented before the presence of His 
Glory with exceeding joy. 
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I CANNOT GET AWAY FROM GOD. 


Not many years since, a young coachman 
was living in a gentleman’s family near Lon- 
don. He had good wages, a kind master and 
what troubled and annoyed him, was _ that 
his old mother lived in a village close by; and 
from her. he had constant visits. You may 
wonder that this was such a trouble to him. 
But the reason was that, whenever she came, 
she spoke to him about Christ, and the salva- 
tion of his soul. “Mother,” he at last said, 
“T cannot stand this any longer. Unless you ~ 
drop that subject altogether, I shall give up my 
place, and go out of your reach, when I shall 
hear no more of such cant.” “My son,” said 
his mother, “as long as I have a tongue, I 
shall never cease to speak to you about the 
Lord, and to the Lord about you.” The young 
coachman was as good as his word. He wrote 
to a friend in the Highlands of Scotland, and 
asked him to find him a place in that part of 
the world. He knew that his mother could not 
write, and could not follow him; and, though 
he was sorry to lose a good place, he said to 
himself, “Anything for a quiet life” His 
friend got him a place in a gentleman’s sta- 
bles, and he did not hide from his mother that 
he was glad and thankful to get out of her 
way. | 

You may think it was a pity she thus drove 
him to a distance. Would it not have been 
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wiser to say less, and thus not to lose the op- 
portunity of putting in a word in season? But 
she believed, in her simplicity, that she was to 
keep to the directions given her in the Word 
of God—that she was to be instant, not in sea- 
son only, but also out of season. And true it 
is, that the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men. 

The coachman was ordered to drive out the 
earriage and pair the first day of his arrival in 
Scotland. His master did not get into the car- 
riage with the rest of the party, but said he 
meant to go on the box instead of the foot- 
man. ‘He wishes to see how I drive,” thought 
the coachman, who was quite prepared to give 
satisfaction. Scarcely had he driven from the 
door, when the master spoke to the coachman 
for the first time. He said, “Tell me if you 
are saved.” Had the question come to the 
coachman direct from heaven it could scarcely 
have struck him with greater consternation. 
He felt simply terrified, “God has followed me 
up to Scotland!” he said to himself, “7 could 
get away from my mother, but I cannot get 
away from God!’ And at that moment he 
knew what Adam must have felt when he went 
to hide himself from the presence of God be- 
hind the trees of the garden. He could make 
no answer to his master, and scarcely could 
he drive the horses, for he trembled from head 
to foot. 

His master went on to speak of Christ, and 
again he heard the old, old story, so often told 
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him by his mother. But this time it sounded 
new—it had become a real thing to him. It 
did not seem to him then to be the glad tidings 
of great joy but a message of terror and con- 
demnation. He felt that it was Christ, the 
Son of God, whom he had rejected and de- 
spised. He felt for the first time that he was 
a lost sinner. By the time the drive was over 
he was so ill, from the terrible fear that had 
come upon him, that he could do nothing more. ~ 

For some days he could not leave his bed, 
but they were blessed days to him! 

His master came to speak to him, to read 
the Word of God, and to pray, and soon the 
love and grace of the Saviour he had rejected 
became a reality to him, as the terror of the 
Lord had been at first. 

He saw there was mercy for the scoffer and 
despiser; he saw that the blood of Christ is the 
answer before God even for such sin as his 
had been, and he now felt in his soul the sweet- 
ness of those blessed words, “We love Him be- 
cause He first loved us.” He saw that Christ 
had borne his punishment, and that he, who 
had tried to harden his heart against God and 
against his own mother, was now without. spot 
or stain in the sight of that God who had so - 
loved him as to give for him His only Son. 
The first letter he wrote to his mother, was to © 
tell her of the joyful tidings: “God has fol- 
lowed me to Scotland, and has saved my soul.” 

May this be received as a warning and en- 
couragement to the reader. 
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“MAKE IT SO PLAIN THAT I CAN GET 
AOE OP PT: 


On the sixteenth day after the battle of Get- 
tysburg, I entered the room where a young 
wounded Colonel was apparently near to death. 
As I entered he was roused from his stupor 
and beckoned me to his bedside, and threw his 
feeble arms around my neck. 

“Oh my father, how glad I am to see you! 
I was afraid you would not come till it was 
too late. I am too feeble to say much, though 
I have a great many things to say to you; you 
must do all the talking. Tell me all about 
dear mother and sister.” 

I soon perceived by the appearance of those 
in the house, that there was no hope enter- 
tained of his recovery. But as I could no 
longer endure the agony of suspense, I at last 
inquired of the doctor, “Doctor, how long do 
you think he can live?” 

“Not more than four days. He may drop 
away at any hour.” 

“Have you, or has any one, told him of his 
real condition ?” 

“No. We have left that painful duty for 
you to do, as we have been expecting your ar- 
rival for several days.” 

As I entered the room with the dreaded 
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message of death pressing on my heart, the 
eyes of my son fastened on me. 

“Come, sit by my side, father. Have you 
been talking with the doctor about me?’— 
Vien. 

“What did he tell you? Does he think I 
shall recover?” 

There was a painful hesitation for a moment. 

“Don’t be afraid to tell me just what he 
said.”—“He told me you must die.” 

“How long does he think I can live?’-—- 

“Not to exceed four days, and that you may 
drop away any hour.” 

With great agitation, he exclaimed, “Father, 
is that, so? “Then I must diel= I ican: nowel 
must not die! oh! I am not prepared to die 
now. Do tell me how I can get ready! Make 
it so plain that I can get hold of it. Tell me, 
in a few words, if you can, so that I can see it 
plainly. I know you can, father, for I used to 
hear you explain it to others.” 

*T'was no time now for tears, but for caln- 
ness and light, by which to lead the soul to 
Christ, and both were given. 

“My son, I see you are afraid to die.”—- 
a OSL, ari ae ae 

“Well, I supose you feel guilty.”—‘‘Yes, 
that is it. I have been a wicked young man. 
You know how it is in the army.” 

“You want to be forgiven, don’t you ?-— 
“Oh, yes! That is what I want. Can I be, 
father ?’—“‘Certainly.”—“Can I know it be- 
fore I die?”—“Certainly.” 
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“Well, now father, make it so plain that I 
can get hold of it.” 

At once an incident which occurred during 
the school days of my son, came to my mind. 
I had not thought of it before for several years. 
Now it came back to me, fresh with ils inter- 
est, and just what was wanted to guide the 
agitated heart of this young inquircr to Jesus. 

“Do you remember while at school in 
you came home one day, and, I having occa- 
sion to rebuke you, you became very angry, 
and abused me with harsh language ?” 

“Yes, father, I was thinking it all over a 
few days ago, as I thought of your coming to 
see me, and felt so badly about it, that I wanted 
to see you, and once more ask you to forgive 
me.” 

“Do you remember, how after the paroxysm 
of your anger had subsided, you came in and 
threw your arms around my neck, and said, 
‘My dear father, | am sorry I abused you so. 
It was your loving son that did it. I was very 
angry. Won’t you forgive me? ” 

“Yes, I remember it very distinctly.” 

“Do you remember what I said to you as 
you wept upon my neck?” 

“Very well. You said, ‘I forgive you with 
all my heart, and kissed me. I shall never 
forget those words.” 

“Did you believe me?” 

“Certainly. I never doubted your word.” 

“Did you then feel happy again?” 





Be Gold, Frankincence and Myrrh. 


“Yes, perfectly; and since that time I have 
always loved you more than ever before. I 
shall never forget how it relieved me when you 
looked upon me so kindly and said, ‘I forgive 
you with all my heart.’ ” | 

“Well, now, this is just the way to come to 
Jesus. Tell him, ‘J am so sorry, just as you 
told me, and ten thousand times quicker than 
a father’s love forgave you, will he forgive you. 
‘He says he will. Then you must take his word 
for it, just as you did mine.” 

“Why, father, is this the way to become a 
Christian ?” 

“T don’t know of any other.” 

“Why, father, I can get hold of this. I am 
so glad you have come to tell me how.” 

He turned his head upon his pillow for rest. 
I sank into my chair and wept freely, for my 
heart could no longer suppress its emotions. 
I had done my work, and committed the case 
to Christ. He too, I was soon assured, had 
done His. The broken heart had made its con- 
fession, had heard what it longed for, “I for- 
give you,” and believed it. 

I soon felt the nervous hand on my head, 
and heard the word “father” in such a tone 
of tenderness and joy, that I knew the change 
had come. 

“Tather, my dear father, I don’t want you to 
weep any more, you need not. I am perfectly 
happy now. Jesus has forgiven me. I know 
he has, for he says so, and I take his word for 
it just as I did yours.” 


Make It So Plain. 33 


The doctor soon came in, and found him 
cheerful and happy—looked at him—felt his 
pulse, which he had been watching with in- 
tense anxiety, and said: “Why Colonel, you 
look better.” 

“T am better, Doctor. I am going to get 
well. My father has told me how to become 
a Christian and I am very happy. I believe 
I shall recover, for God has heard my prayer. 
Doctor, I want you should become a Christian 
too. My father can tell you how to get hold of 
ath 

The Colonel still lives, a member of the 
Church of Christ. 

I was made a better man, and better min- 
ister by that scene, when this dear son, strug- 
gling with his guilt and fear of death, was 
led to Jesus, and found the pardon of his sins. 
I there resolved never to forget that charge he 
made me, in his extremity: “Make it so plain 
that I can get hold of wt.” 
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PASSING UNDER THE ROD. 


How trying the process by which we are 
brought 
To bow to the will of our God: 
What care he bestows, yea what wisdom and love 
Are seen in his dealings, when making us prove 
That *tis well to “pass under the rod.” 


He knows that when all things go smoothly 
along, 
We recline on this wilderness sod; 
And therefore he chooses by crosses and woes, 
Bereavements, temptations, afflictions, and foes 
To make us “pass under the rod.” 


O discipline painful yet needful, that we 
May constantly wait on our God; 
If necessity drove not, we seldom should go, 
And much less of his spirit and presence should 
know, 
If we did not “pass under the rod.” 


How often we look at the worldlings around, 
Each making some bauble his God; 
And in moments of darkness the soul seems to 
say, 
As we watch their rejoicing, “’Tis well to be 
they, 
For they never “pass under the rod.” 
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But the Blessed One smiles, and the mourner 
is hushed 
When we meet at the throne of our God, 
And we breathe as we’re bending, “If thou wilt 
be near : 
In all thy chastisements, to comfort and cheer, 
I would rather “pass under the rod.” 


Oh then we’ve no wish for a trial witheld, 

Or a less thorny path to be trod; 
For we feel that to rest on his bosom of love, 
In his likeness below, or his glory above, 

We must surely “pass under the rod.” 


Great Head of the household, since thou hast 
ordained 
That the heirs of the kingdom of God, 
Should attain it through much tribulation 
below, 
O teach us sweet kindness and pity to show, 
When our kindred “pass under the rod.” 


And let us take courage, since all our concerns 
Are obeying thy governing rod; 
For we soon shall have done with the sigh and 
the tear 
No more have life’s conflict to face and to fear, 
And no more “pass under the rod.” 
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LOOKING OFF UNTO JESUS. 


- This is the more exact meaning of Heb. xii. 

2, Looking intently unto Jesus, away from all 

other objects. 

O eyes that are weary, and hearts that are sore, 

Look off unto Jesus, and sorrow no more; 

The Light of of His countenance shineth so 
bright, 

That on earth, as in heaven, there need be no 
night. 


“Looking off unto Jesus,’ my eyes cannot see 

The troubles and dangers that throng around 
me: 

They cannot be blinded with sorrowful tears, 

They cannot be shadowed with unbelief-fears. 


“Looking off unto Jesus,” my spirit is blest,— 

In the world I have turmoil—in Him I have 
Teste Pree 

The sea of my life all about me may roar,— 

When I look unto Jesus I hear it no more. 


“Looking off unto Jesus,’ I go not astray ; 

My eyes are on Him, and He shows me the 
way; 

The path may seem dark, as He leads me along, 

But following Jesus, I cannot go wrong. 
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“Looking off unto Jesus,’ my heart cannot fear, 
lts trembling is still, when I see Jesus near; 

I know that His power my safeguard will be, 
For, “Why are ye troubled?” He saith unto me. 


“Looking off unto Jesus,’ oh! may I be found, 

When the waters of Jordan encompass me 
round: 

Let them bear me away in His presence to 
be :— 

*Tis but seeing Him nearer, whom always I see. 


Then, then shall I know the full beauty and 
erace 

Of Jesus my Lord, when I stand face to face: 

I shall know how His love went before me each 
day, 

And wonder that ever my eyes turned away! 


38 Gold, Frankincence and Myrrh. 


PERILS OF THE PLAY-HOUSE 


A PLAIN TALK WITH YOUNG PEOPLE. 
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER, D. D. 


The play-house is increasingly persistent in 
its demands on popular attention and patron- 
age. It fills a constantly enlarging place in 
the daily journals. Theatres multiply more 
rapidly than churches in some of our great 
cities. Theatre-going increases more than 
church-going. ‘The dead-walls are covered with 
flaunting pictorial representations of scenes 
and actors, and many of these are of such inde- 
cency that they deserve suppression by the pub- 
lic authorities. If the pictures be so shameless, 
what must the originals be? 

Before our youth become patrons of the play- 
house it is but fair that they should know just 
what perils to their moral nature and to their 
welfare as immortal beings they are likely to 
encounter. 

1. The first peril is to purity of characte. 
Your eyes and ears are windows and doors to 
the heart. What enters once never goes out. 
Photographs taken on the memory are not 
easily effaced or burned up; they stick there, 
and often become tempters and tormentors for 
a lifetime. “I’d give my right hand,” said a 
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Christian to me once, “if I could rub out the 
abominable things that I put into my mind 
when I was a fast young man.” He could not 
do it; neither will you be able to efface the las- 
civious images or the impure words which the 
stage may photograph on your very soul. We 
do not affirm that every popular play is im- 
moral, or that every performer is impure, or 
that every theatre-goer is on the scent for sen- 
sual excitements. But the stage is to be esti- . 
mated as a totality; and the whole trend of the 
average American. stage is hostile to heart- 
purity. The execeptions do not alter the rule. 
Nor have honest attempts to bring the stage 
up to a high standard of moral purity been 
successful. The experiment once made in Bos- 
ton of so managing a theatre as to exclude 
every indelicacy from the stage and every 
notoriously improper person from the audi- 
ence ended in pecuniary failure. The chief ob- 
ject of the manager is to make money; and if 
he can spice his evening’s entertainment with 
a plot that turns on sexual passion or with a 
salacious exposure of physical beauty, the 
temptation is too strong to be very often re- 
sisted. 

You must take the average stage, as it 1s, and 
not as you would like to have it. It is an in- 
stitution for which, if you patronize it, you be- 
come morally responsible. . It often unsexes 
‘woman by parading her before a mixed audi- 
ence in man’s attire. Too often it exposes her 


40 Gold, Frankincence and Myrrh. 


in such a pitiable scantiness of any attire at all 
that if you saw your own sister in such a plight 
you would turn away your eyes in horror. Yet 
you propose to pay your money (through the 
box-office) to somebody else’s sisters and 
daughters to violate womanly delicacy for your. 
entertainment. If “the daughter of Herodias” 
dances to please you, then you are responsible 
for the dance, both in its influence on the 
dancer and on your own moral sense. There is 
no evading before God of your accountability 
for the theatre if you habitually support it. 
What its influence upon the average performer 
is appears from most abundant testimony. One 
of the most celebrated actresses of this time in- 
formed a friend of mine that she “only enters 
a theatre to enact her part, and has very little 
association with her own profession.” A con- 
verted actor once said to me, while passing a 
play-house in which he had often performed: 
“Behind those curtains lies Sodom.” Although 
sorely pressed to return to his old business, he 
said that he would sooner starve than go on the 
stage again. Mrs. Frances Kemble Butler, the 
last living representative of the most famous 
histrionic family of modern times—has, in her 
old age, condemned the stage emphatically. As 
an institution, the American theatre tolerates 
sensual impurity in its performers and presents 
scenes of impurity to its patrons. If you be- 
come one of its patrons, you go into moral 
partnership with the theatre. 
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2. It would be a sufficient condemnation of 
the average play-house if it stimulates one evil 
passion. But other temptations lurk about it. 
There are dangerous associations to be encoun- 
tered there. It is a prevalent habit with young 
people who attend the theatre to remain until 
a late hour amid the excitements of the plays, 
and then finish off with a midnight supper, or 
a wine-drink at some neighboring restaurant. 
To this perilous practice a young lady of my 
acquaintance owed her downfall. Long after 
sensible people have laid their heads on their 
pillows, the frequenters of the theatres are apt 
to be adding a second scene of dissipation’ to 
the first one; and it must be pretty hard work 
for a Christian to finish up such an evening’s 
experience with an honest prayer for God’s 
blessing. That is indeed a poor business and 
a poor pleasure on which we cannot with a clear 
conscience ask our Heavenly Father’s approval. 
Certainly, there are enough innocent, whole- 
some and beneficial recreations without the 
play-house. That is a dear-brought pleasure 
which involves even a risk to the immortal soul. 

3. Another peril of the theatre arises from 
the fascination which it too often engenders. 
Like wine-drinking, it becomes an appetite, and 
a very greedy appetite. To gratify this grow- 
ing passion for the play-house, tens of thous- 
ands of young people squander their money 
and their time most profusely. Other and 
purer recreations become tame and _ insipid. 
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Even the entertainments of the stage become 
dull unless they are spiced with new excite- 
ments to the passions. 

No sensible man is apt to select the com- 
panion of his heart and home because she is a 
frequenter of a play-house. No good woman 
wants her sons and daughters there. No pas- 
tor expects that his youthful church-members 
can go into that impure atmosphere with- 
out a terrible damage to their piety. I don’t 
believe that the theatre has ever helped. many 
souls towards heaven. I know that it has sent 
thousands to perdition. 

Extracts from a letter by Dr. Charles F. 
Deems :— 

While there are real gentlemen and ladies 
connected with theatres, and while there are 
good plays, the great majority of persons who 
make up the theatrical personnel are ungodly 
persons, whose lives are vicious, and the weight 
of whose influence is thrown against religion 
and morality, so that the general effect is de- 
leterious to society; so much so that if every 
theatre in the land, the best and the worst, were 
closed for five years, the whole community 
would undoubtedly not lose, but greatly gain 
by the procedure. The effect of attending the 
theatre upon the churches whose members. at- 
tend is a waste of the moral power of those 
churches. Last week a gay and_ beautiful 
actress was soliciting a member of our church 
to attend her performance. When the lady 
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positively refused on the ground that, as a 
church member, she could not go, the young 
actress applauded her and made the statement 
that whenever she was on the boards and saw a 
church member in the house she despised that 
person as a hypocrite. Although this is a vio- 
lent judgment, every actor may be presumed to 
feel thus towards theatre-going church people. 
All those people lose their influence over others, 
both actors and irreligious attendants. If you 
were a worldly person, could any man or wo- 
man whom you met at the theatre have any in- 
fluence over you to bring you to God? Prob- 
ably they would never attempt it. Theatre-go- 
ing churchmen are not active workers for 
Christianity as a rule. If such a man should 
approach you on the subject of your soul’s 
salvation, you would laugh him to scorn. He 
knows that, and therefore will not address you 
on religious topics. I have yet to learn of a 
single person who has been converted by at- 
tending theatres, and I have had knowledge of 
a number of men and women who have been 
ruined by theatres—ruined in body and _ for- 
tune and spiritual life. The best Christian 
workers do not attend theatres; those who are 
active in church work soon lose their zeal if 
they become attendants upon theatres. 

If any mere amusement of mine gave half 
the pain to the humblest member of my flock 
which his going to the theatre gives his pas- 
tor, | would drop that amusement at once. 
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TOLD IN-A;NUTSHELE PORSBU Si 
PEG ier 





ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 


It is a work wrought by the Holy Ghost in 
the heart of a truly converted person through 
the baptism with the Holy Ghost. 

It is subsequent to conversion, and as sep- 
arate and distinct from it as Calvary from 
Pentecost. 

It is bestowed upon believers as at Pentecost 
in the meeting of the conditions of self-cruci- 
fixion (Rom. vi, 6), earnest prayer (Acts i, 
14) ,and Pras appropriating faith (Acts xv, 
9). 

It is not “for the world,” but for those who 
have been “called out of the world.” (John 
XVitp 2, £6.) 

It is given in response to our Saviour’s 
pea (John xvii, 17), His promise in Acts i, 

8, His command (Matt. V; ae and His atone- 
ment (Heb. xiii, 12). 

It is for all believers. (keke i 39: 1 Thess. 
WW; os Nsaea ls 

It is a Divine work, wrought by the “God 
of peace” (1 Thess. v, 23) through the blood 
of Jesus (1 John i, 7, 9) by the instrument- 
ality of the Word (John xvii, 17), applied by 
the Holy Spirit (1 Peter i, 2) to obedient be- 
lievers. (Heb. iv, 3; 1 Peter i, 22). 
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It is a work to be confessed. (Phil. iii, 15; 1 
hess. 11, 10). 

It is Not conversion; for only converted per- 
sons are exhorted to receive it. See Pauline 
Kipistles. 

It is not birth of the Spirit, but the bap- 
tism with the Spirit. As distinct from regen- 
eration as a birth from a baptism. 

It is not consecration, but embraces it, and 
furnishes the cleansing steam and fire which 
make consecration effective. 

It is not maturity, but swiftly matures every 
soul-garden which it possesses.. Like a clean, 
well-watered field, its fruits grow swiftly, and 
mature well. 

It does note exempt from temptation, but 
gives victory over it. 

It does not make absolutely perfect, but per- 
fect in love. 

It does not eliminate humanity, but car- 
nality. 

It does not destroy free agency, making man 
a machine, but causes him to gladly choose the 
whole will of God. 

It does not exempt from mistakes, “sins of 
ignorance,” but from inbred sin and sinning 
against light. 

It does not give a perfect head, but a pure 
heart full of perfect love. 

It does not enable its possessor to walk above 
human criticism, misunderstanding, and per- 
secution, but to give no just occasion for these 
things. | 
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It does not exempt from slander, but gives 
victory over it. 

It does not make oblivious to insults, but 
fully saves amid them. 

It does not insure from the possibility of 
falling into sin, but makes this far less prob- 
able. 

It does not give “freedom” to disregard the 
Word of God, the Spirit of God, or Son of God, 
but makes Their triple leadership a delight. 

It does not make one perfect in human eyes, 
but in God’s sight. 

It poxrs cleanse the heart from “all sin.” 

It does impart perfect love, which casteth 
out all slavish fear of man, of foes, of death, 
of hell, and of the judgment. 

It does make “dead indeed unto sin and 
alive unto God.” 

It does “fill with the Holy Ghost.” 

It does make “more than conquerors.” 

It does eliminate all irritability, evil tem- 
pers, murmuring, fretting and repining. 

It does so destroy the “old man” of sin, 
and “‘cast him out” of the heart that his mo- 
tions are not tolerated. 

It does eliminate the “bear” and the “snap- 
ping turtle,” and the “peacock,” and replace 
with the lamb, the lily, and the lion. 

It does eliminate stinginess, and crown lib- 
erality. 

The birth of Spirit brings pardon; the bap- 
tism with the Spirit, purity. 
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The birth of the Spirit justifies freely; the 
baptism with the Spirit sanctifies wholly. 

The first removes the guilt of sin, the second 
the love of sin. 

The first represses inbred sin; the second 
removes it. 

The first sows the heart with the Christian 
graces; the second roots up the weeds that 
would choke them. 

The first keeps the “old man” under; the 
second “casts him out.” 

The first gives spiritual life, the second spir- 
itual purity and power. 

The birth of the Spirit gives peace with God, 
the baptism the peace of God. 

The first gives joy, the second “fullness of 
joy.” 

The first takes out of the world; the second 
cleanses the world all out of us. 

The first introduces us into the kingdom of 
heaven; the second establishes the kingdom of 
heaven in us, and eliminates all there that 
opposes it. 

The birth of the Spirit brings submission to 
Christ; the second crowns Him in our hearts 
without a rival. 

The first begins the work of cleansing; the - 
second “sanctifies wholly.” 

The first delivers from the Egypt of sin; the 
second puts in possession of the Canaan of per- 
fect love. 

The first cures the outward eruptions of 
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actual sins; the second effects the double cure 
of its inward leprosy. 

The first is the solid foundation, of which 
the second is the Divine superstructure. Hence, 
the first must always precede the second. 
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THE HEAVENLY RAILROAD. 
BY REV. J. M. DOSH. 


In traveling we meet with persons and inci-- 
dents, some of a sorrowful, others of a joyful or 
instructive character. One of the latter I wit- 
nessed recently on the cars. My train was go- 
ing west, the time, evening. 

At one of the stations, a girl about eight 
came aboard, carrying a bundle, and deliber- 
ately took a seat. She then commenced a scru- 
tiny of faces, but all were strange to her. She 
was weary, and placing her bundle for a pil- 
low, laid herself down for a nap. Observing 
the conductor coming along, she asked him if 
she might lie there. The gentlemanly. official 
replied that she might, asking her for the 
ticket. She informed him she had none. 
Whereupon the following conversation passed 
between the two: 

Conductor: “Where are you going?” “I am 
going to heaven.” “Who pays your fare?” She 
rephed: “Mister, does this railroad lead to 
heaven, and does Jesus travel on it?” “I think 
not. Why do you think so?” “Why, sir, be- 
fore my ma died, she used to sing of a heav- 
- enly railroad, and you looked so nice and kind, 
I thought this was the one. Ma sung about 
Jesus on this road, and He paid everybody’s 
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fare, and stopped at the stations to take people 
on. Nobody sings to me any more, and I 
thought I’d get on the cars and go to ma. 
Mister, do you sing to your little girl about the 
heavenly railroad? You have a girl, haven't 
you ?” 

~ He answered, weeping: “No, my little dear, 
I have no girl now. I had, but she died and 
went to heaven.” “Did she ever go over this 
road, and are you going to see her?” 

By this time the passengers in the coach were 
on their feet, and many weeping. Some said, 
“God bless the child!” Hearing some one say, 
“She is an angel,” the girl responded, “Yes; 
mother used to say I would be an angel some 
day.” 

Then addressing the conductor once more: 

“Do you love Jesus? I do. If you love 
Him, He will let you ride on His heavenly 
road. I am going, and want you to go with 
me. I know Jesus will let me in; and you, 
and every one that will ride on His road. 
Wouldn’t you like to see Jesus, and your girl 
there ?” 

These words, so innocently spoken, brought 
a rush of tears from all eyes, and most pro- 
fusely from the conductor’s. While some, on 
the heavenly way, shouted for joy. 

She then said: “Mister, may I lie here till 
we get to heaven?” “Yes, dear,” said the man. 
“And will you wake me then, so that I may see 
my ma, and Jesus and your little girl?” “Yes, 
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dear” (the answer came, in broken accents). 
“Ves.” “God bless you! Amen!’ was sobbed 
by many voices. 

Turning her eyes on the conductor once 
more: “What shall I tell your little girl when 
I see her? That 1 saw her pa coming on Jesus’ 
railroad, shall 1?” ‘This brought a fresh 
flood of tears from all eyes, and the conductor 
kneeling, embraced her, and wept the response 
his lips could not express. 

At this juncture, the brakeman called out 
BE s!” The conductor arose and re- | 
quested him to attend to his duties at the sta- 
tion for him, because he was engaged. * * * 
I praise the ‘Lord that I was permitted to wit- 
ness this scene, but sorry that at this point I 
was obliged to leave the train. 

We may learn from this child’s example, that 
we are not to be afraid nor ashamed to confess 
Christ on a railroad. 

SEQUEL TO THE Story. Rey. Mr. Dosh :— 
I wish to relieve my heart, in writing to you 
about that angel visit on the cars, which proved 
the means of my salvation, although I did not 
realize it fully till a few hours afterwards. * 

* * Oh, my joy, my joy! But the instru- 
ment of it has gone to God. With purpose of 
adopting her, I took her to C b, and on my 
return to § n, where she left the cars. Con- 
sulting my wife about adopting her, she re- 
plied, “O, yes; * * I never could refuse to 
adopt such an instrument of my husband’s sal- 
vation.” 
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I made inquiry for the girl at 8 Rebuy 
learned that she had died suddenly three days 
after I had returned there, without any dis- 
ease; and had gone to live with her ma, my 
little girl and the angels. I felt sorry. But 
my sorrow is turned into joy at thoughts of my 
daughter receiving intelligence of her father’s 
coming on the heavenly railway. Oh, sir! I 
seem to hear her sing “I am safe at home, and 
pa and ma are coming;” and find myself send- 
ing back the response, “Yes, darling, we are 
coming, and will soon be there.” Oh, my dear 
sir! J am glad I formed your acquaintance. 
May the blessings of God rest upon you. Please 
write, and be assured I would be happy to meet 
you again.— From “Our. Scrap-Book.” J. E. 


DEAR Reavers Are you on THE HEAVENLY 
RAILROAD, Jesus your Conductor, with pass- 
port signed, sealed with His own blood, certi- 
fied to by the Spirit’s witness with your’s? 

I am the way.—Joun 14. 

The Spirit himself beareth witness.—Rom. 8. 
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LITTLE CORNERS. 


Georgia Willis, who helped«in the kitchen, 
was rubbing the knives. Somebody had been 
eareless and let one get rusty, but Georgia rub- 
bed with all her might; rubbed and sang softly 
. a little song. “In the world is darkness, so we 
must shine, you in your little corner, and I 
in mine.” 

“What do you rub at them knives. forever 
for?” Mary said. Mary was the cook. 

“Because they are in my corner,” Georgia 
said, brightly, “‘You in your little corner, 
you know, and I in mine.’ [’ll do the best I 
ean, that’s all I can do.” 

“T wouldn’t waste my strength,” said Mary. 
“T know that no one will notice.” 

“Jesus will,’ said Georgia, and then she 
— sang again. “You in your little corner, and I 
in mine.” 

“This steak is in my corner, I suppose,” 
said Mary to herself. “Tf that child must do 
what she can, I s’pose I must. If he knows 
about knives, it’s likely he does about steak,” 
and she broiled it beautifully. 

“Mary, the steak was very nicely done to- 
day,” Miss Emma said. 

“That’s all along of Georgia,’ said Mary, 
with a pleased red face, and _ then she told 
about the knives. 
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Miss Emma was ironing ruffles, she was tired 

and warm. “Helen will not care whether there 
are fluted nicely or not,” she said; “I’ll hurry 
them over;” but after she heard about the 
knives she did her best. 
'. “Wow beautifully my dress is done,” Helen 
said, and Emma, laughing answered, “that is 
owing to Georgia;” then she told about the 
knives. 

“No,” said Helen to her friend who urged, 
“T really cannot go this evening. I am going 
to prayer-meeting; my corner is there.” 

“Your corner! what do you mean?” ‘Then 
Helen told about the knives. 

“Well,” the friend said, “if you will not go 
with me, perhaps I will with you,” and they 
went to the prayer-meeting. 

“You helped us ever so much with the sing- 
ing this evening.” ‘That was what their pastor 
said to them as they were going home. “I was 
afraid you wouldn’t be there.” 

“It was owing to our Georgia,” said Helen, 
“she seemed to think she must do what she 
could, if it were only knives.” Then she told 
the story. 

“T believe I will go in here again,” said the 
minister, stopping before a poor little house. “TI 
said yesterday there was no use, but I must Jo 
what I can.” In the house a sick man was ly- 
ing; again and again the minister had called, 
but he wouldn’t listen to him; but to-night he 
said, “I have come to tell you a little story.” 
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Then he told him about Georgia Willis, about 
her knives, and her little corner, and her “do- 
ing what she could,” and the sick man wiped 
the tears from his eyes and said, “I'll find my 
corner too; I’ll try to shine for him.” And the 
sick man was Georgia’s father. Jesus, looking 
down at her that day, said, “She had done 
what she could,” and he gave the blessing. 

“T believe I won’t go to walk,” said Helen, 
hesitating, “Ill finish that dress of mother’s; 

I suppose I can if I think so.’ 
_ “Why, child, you here sewing?” her mother 
parce <1 thought you had gone to walk?” 

“No ma’am; this dress seemed to be in my 
corner, so I thought I would finish it.” 

“In your corner?” her mother repeated in 
surprise, and then Helen told about the knives. 
The door-bell rang, and the mother went 
thoughtfully to receive her pastor. “I suppose 
I could give more,” she said to herself, as she 
slowly took out the ten dollars she had laid 
aside for missions. “If that poor child in the 
kitchen is trying to do what she can, I wonder 
if lam? Tl make it twenty-five.” 

And Georgia’s guardian angel said to an- 
other angel, “Georgia Willis gave twenty-five 
dollars to our dear people in India to-day.” 

“Twenty-five dollars?” said the other angel. 
“Why, I thought she was poor ?” 

“Oh, well, she thinks she is, but her father 
in heaven isn’t, you know. She did what she 
could and he did the rest.” 
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But Georgia knew nothing about all this, and 
the next morning she brightened her knives and 
sang cheerily: 


“In the world is darkness, 
So we must shine, 

You in your little corner, 
And I in mine.” | 
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“HTERNITY !—WHERE ?” 


At a recent Gospel Service, in the North of 
England, an anecdote was told of.a young man 
who was working alone in a large room in which 
was a big clock, the loud ticking of which 
seemed to him to frame itself into the words, 
“Hternity!—where?” Unable to endure any 
longer the reflection thus awakened, he arose 
from his stool and stopped the clock; but the 
question, “Hternity/—where?” still so haunted 
him, that he threw down his work, and hurry- 
ing home, determined that he would not allow 
anything to engage his thoughts till he could 
satisfactorily answer that searching question, 
“Eternity !—where?” 

The following lines (slightly altered) were 
sent anonymously to the preacher a few days 
afterwards :— 


“Hternity!—where?” It floats in the air; 
Amid clamor or silence it ever is there! 
The question so solemn—“‘Hternity /—Where ?”’ 


“Hternity /—where?” Oh! “Hternity !—where?” 

With redeemed ones in glory? or fiends in de- 
spair? 

With one or the other—“Hternity /—where ?” 
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“Eternity /—where?’ Oh! how can you share 
The world’s giddy pleasures, or heedlessly dare 
Do aught till you settle—“Hternity !—where?” 


“Hternity /—where?” Oh! friend, have a care; 
Soon God will no longer His judgment for- 


bear ; 
This day may decide your—“Hternity/— 
where?” 


“Eternity—where?” Oh! “Hternity!—where?” 

Freind, sleep not, nor take in the world any 
share, 

Till you answer this question—“Hternity /— 
where?” 


“He that believeth on the SON HATH EVER 
LASTING LIFE: and he that believeth not the 
Son, SHALL NOT SEE LIFE; BUT THE WRATH OF 
GOD ABIDETH ON HIM.”’—St. John iii. 36. 
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“TWO DIED FOR ME.” 


The morning had broken bright and clear 
and beautiful after a wild night of fierce howl- 
ing wind and driving rain. ‘The wind had 
seemed to us like a hurricane sweeping by, re- 
lentlessly uprooting trees, hurling down chim- 
ney-pots, breaking or bending everything that 
opposed its mad career; and our hearts had 
ached, as above the noise of the raging storm 
had come to us sounds of distress over the 
foaming waters, and we had known too surely 
that some vessel or vessels were battling with 
the waves, and that men, and perhaps women 
and little children, were facing the dread reali- 
ties of eternity; and that, alone in the darkness, 
terror-stricken and despairing, many a one 
might be finding a watery grave. 

When morning came, I stood onthe sea- — 
shore; the storm had ceased, and now the sun 
shone brightly, the sea sparkled and gleamed 
as though studded with gems, the birds sang 
sweetly in the corn-fields near at hand, and the 
storm and its accompaniments might have 
seemed only a hideous nightmare but for the 
scene on the shore. ‘There, there were traces 
enough of wreck and ruin. 

Sadly I gazed, and wondered as to how many 
had been saved from present death, and how 
many had been saved from eternal death, of 
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those on board the wrecked vessels. As I 
thought this, I was conscious that a sailor had 
come up close to me. I turned and asked him 
somewhat of the events of the night. He told 
me of the brave attempts at rescue, of their 
partial success; and then, as sorrowfully I 
spoke of the lost, he said to me very earnestly,— 

“Beg pardon, ma’am; you'll forgive a plain, 
blunt question.—Are you saved or lost your- 
self? I mean,’ he added, “Do you know 
Jesus ?” 

Very sweet the question was, for I could as- 
sure the questioner that his Saviour was my 
Saviour too. And as we spoke a little of the 
One dear to both our hearts, and shook hands 
heartily, I asked him how long he had known 
this blessed Saviour, and what had brought him 
to Him. 

“Tt is nigh on to five years since He saved 
my body from a watery grave, and my soul 
from the lake of fire,’ he said. “Never will I 
forget it, for two died for me.” 

“Two?” I questioned, in astonishment. 

“Ay, ma’am, two,” he answered. “My Say- 
iour died for me eighteen hundred years ago 
on Calvary’s cross, and my mate died for me 
just five years since, and that brought me to 
know my Saviour.” 

Seeing I was interested, he continued. 

“It was just such a night as last night that 
our vessel was driven on to a rock just off the 
coast of 


‘““Two Died for Me.” 61 


“We hoisted signals of distress and fired 
guns, and by-and-by brave men on_ shore 
manned the life-boat and put out. We hardly 
thought it could live in such a sea, but they 
tried it, and God helped them to succeed. With 
difficulty we got our women and children in, 
and she put back to shore. Once more, man- 
ned with another crew, she put out, and this 
time the passengers were got on board. ‘Then 
we knew some of us must die, for if the life- 
boat could put out again, she would not hold 
all that were left, and the vessel must sink ere 
a fourth journey could be accomplished. So 
we drew lots who should stay. My lot was to 
stay in the sinking ship. What a horror of 
darkness came over me! ‘Doomed to die and 
be damned,’ I muttered to myself, and all the 
sins of my life came before me. Still I was no 
coward. I made no outward sign, but oh, 
ma’am, between my soul and God it was awful! 

“T had a mate who loved the Lord. Often 
he had spoken to me of my soul’s welfare, and 
I had laughed, and told him I meant to enjoy 
life. Now, though he stood by my side, I could 
not even ask him to pray for me, though even 
then there was a moment’s wonder that he did 
not speak to me of the Saviour. JI understood 
it afterwards. His face, when I once caught 
a glimpse of it, was calm and peaceful, and 
lighted up with a strange hght. I thought, bit- 
terly, It is well for him to smile; his lot is to go 
in the life-boat and be saved. Dear old Jim, 
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how could I ever have so mistaken you! Well, 
ma’am, the life-boat neared us again; one by 
one the men whose lot it was to go, got in. It 
was Jim’s turn; but instead of going, he pushed 
me forward. ‘Go you in the life-boat in my 
place, Tom,’ he said, ‘and meet me in heaven, 
man. You mustn’t die and be damned: it is 
all right for me. I would not have let him 
do it, but I was carried forward. ‘The next 
one, eager to come, pressed me on. Jim knew 
it would be like that, so he had never told me 
what he was going to do. A few seconds, and 
I was in the life-boat. We had barely cleared 
the ship when she went down, and Jim, dear 
old Jim, with her. I know he went to Jesus; 
but ,ma’am, he died for me/—he died for me! 
Did I not tell you true, two died for me?” 

For a moment he paused, his eyes filled with 
tears. He did not attempt to disguise them. 
They were a tribute to the love that had gone 
into death for him. Presently, when I could 
speak, I just said, “Well?” 

“Well, ma’am,” he said, “as I saw that ship 
go down, I said to God in my heart, ‘If I get 
safe to land, Jim shall not have died in vain. 
Please God, I will meet him in heaven. Jim’s 
God must be worth knowing, when Jim died 
for me that I might get another chance of 
knowing Him.’ ” 

“Was it long,” I asked, “before you found 
the Saviour ?” 

“Tt was not long, though it seemed so to me 
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then. I did not know where to begin. The 
thing always before me was Jim going down 
in that sinking ship, with the quiet smile of 
‘peace I had seen on his face; waking or sleep- 
ing, it was before me. At first, | thought more 
of Jim than of the Lord, and when the men 
wanted me to go back to my old ways and to 
drink, I said outright to them, ‘I could not do 
it, mates. Jim died that I might get another 
chance of going to heaven. I know I cannot 
get there that way, and I vowed poor old Jim 
should not die for nothing.” So when the men 
saw I meant it, they left off asking me, and so 
I got left to myself. Then I thought I would 
get a Bible, because I had seen Jim reading it, 
and he loved it so, and before I began to read 
it I just said a bit of a prayer. I was very ig- 
norant, and I told the Lord so, and that I did 
not know the way to get to heaven and meet 
Jim, and I asked Him to show me the way.” 

“And. He did?’ 

“Ay, ay, ma’am, that He did. I did not 
know where to begin to read in the Bible, so I 
thought I would just begin the New Testament 
and read straight on till I found out how I was 
to be saved. But oh! I had an awful time of 
it at first. When I came to the fifth and sixth 
and seventh chapters, every line seemed to con- 
demn me, and I said to myself, ‘It is no 
use, Tom; there is no chance for you. You 
have been too bad, and I shut up the book. 
Then Jim’s last words came over me again— 
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‘Meet me in heaven, man.’ So I thought, ‘Jim — 
must have thought there was a chance for me, 
and he knew about God and his Bible, and 
about my life too.2 So I opened it again, and 
read on, and on, and on. I was always at it 
whenever I could get a few minutes. 

“At last, I came to the part about the two 
thieves, and the Lord saving the one, and [| 
thought, ‘Here is a man almost as bad as I 
am.’ So I dropped my Bible and fell down on 
my knees, and said, ‘Lord, I am as bad as that 
thief; will You save me just like You did 
him?’ My Bible had dropped down open, and 
as I unclosed my eyes after praying this, they 
fell on these words: ‘Verily, 1 say unto thee, 
‘To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.’ I 
took them as my answer. I did not think I 
was going to die. I almost wished I was, but 
I thought Jesus had sent these words to tell me 
He had forgiven me. So I went down on my 
knees again and thanked Him. Of course I 
was very ignorant, but bit by bit I saw just the 
way of salvation. At first, I had only come to 
the Saviour , and I never doubted He had saved 
me before I saw the way. 

“You will wonder, perhaps, how I could be so 
ignorant; but I had had no pious parents. I 
was an orphan, and went to sea very young, and 
never read my Bible, so I thought people got 
to heaven by turning over a new leaf and being 
good, and saying long prayers, and some day 
I meant to begin to be good.. Then Jim died 
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for me, and that set me thinking in earnest. 
Well, ma’am, it was not long after this day I 
have been telling you about, that I discovered 
all about the way—how Jesus had died instead 
of me, and taken away all my sins by His pre- 
cious blood, and how His blood was on me in- 
stead of my sins, and that was how I could be 
brought to God now, and taken to heaven by- 
and-by, for ‘the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin,’ and it is only sin that 
keeps us away from God. At first, ma’am, it 
was Jim’s watery grave that stood between me 
and my old sins, and since then, ma’am, it is 
another death—it is the blessed Lord’s own 
death that comes between, for He died for | 
those very sins; and so I feel as if I did not be- 
long to myself at all. My earthly life has been 
bought by blood, and my eternal life has been 
bought for me by blood, and next to seeing the 
Lord Himself, I do long to see Jim shine up 
there.” 

And now let me ask you, my reader, the same 
question my sailor-friend asked me—‘‘Are you 
saved or lost yourself? I mean, Do you know 
Jesus?” And if, before God, you can say, 
“T am saved by the blood of Jesus, and 
safe for all eternity,” then let me leave with 
you the verse that my morning’s conversation 
left with me,— 

“Ye are not your own. For ye are bought 
with a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” | 


xX. 
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THE SOUL’S CRY. 


Lord, be Thou my helper (Ps. xxx, 10). 

O Lord, I am in trouble (Ps. xxxi. 9). 

Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity and 
cleanse me from my sin (Ps. li. 2). 

Keep the door of my lips (cxli.3). 

God be merciful to me a sinner (Luke xvii. 
ie 

What must I do to be saved? (Acts xvi. 30). 

O that I knew where I might find Him! (Job 
xxiii. 3). 

Behold I am vile. What shall I answer Thee? 
(Job xl. 4). 

Create in me a clean heart, O God (Ps. li. 10). 

I am weary with my groaning (Ps. vi. 6). 

Leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of 
my salvation (Ps. xxvii. 9). 

Who is sufficient for these things? (2 Cor. ii. 
16). 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God 

Cede sti on ween. t 

My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they 
that watch for the morning (Ps. exxx. 6). 

The terrors of death are fallen upon me (Ps. 
lv. 4). 

Come Lord Jesus (Rev. xxii. 20). 
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THE SAVIOUR’S ANSWER. 


fear not; I will help thee (Isa. xli. 13). 

Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will de- 
liver thee (Ps. |. 15). 

I will. Be thou clean (Matt. viii. 3). 

I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say (Ex. iv. 12). 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners (I Tim. i. 15). - 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved (Acts xvi. 31). 

Ye shall seek Me and find Me when ye shall 
search for Me with all your heart (Jer. xxix. 
13). 

Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow (Isa. 1. 18). 

A new heart also will I give you (Hz. xxxvi. 
26). 

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall 
sustain thee (Ps. lv. 22). 

I will never leave thee nor forsake thee (Heb. 
xill. 5). 

My grace is sufficient for thee (2 Cor. xi. 9). 

Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty 
bi saaewx may 7), 

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength (Isa. xl. 31). 

He that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live (John xi. 25). 

Surely I come quickly (Rev. xxii. 20). 


~ 
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“JUST AS I AM.” 


Just as I am—without one plea 

But that Thy Blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bid’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come! 


Just as I am—and waiting not, 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come! 


Just as I am—though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings within, and fears without, 

O Lamb of God, I come! 


Just as I am—poor, wretched, blind, 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come! 


Just as I am—Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve! 
Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come! 


Just as I an—Thy love I own 
Has broken every barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, and Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come! — 
—Charlotte Elhott. 
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THE A BC OF THE GOSPEL. 


“All have sinned and come short of the glory 

of God.” (Rom. iii. 23.) 

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” (John i. 29.) 

“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 
xi. 28.) 

“Just as I am, without one plea. But that 
Thy blood was shed for me, And that Thou 
bid’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I 
come, I come.” 

What is meant by coming? 

When a mother for the first time puts her 
child to stand, and then goes a little distance 
away, to call it to her—she tests its faith and 
love. 

So when the Lord says come it is that we 
may make an effort of the will, and an offer- 
ing of the heart—(affection. ) 


70 Gold, Frankincence and Myrrh. 


THE VOICE IN THE TWILIGHT. 





MRS. HERRICK JOHNSON. 





I was sitting alone in the twilight, 
With spirit troubled and vexed, 

With thoughts that were morbid and gloomy, 
And faith that was sadly perplexed. 


Some homely work I was doing 
For the child of my love and care, 
Some stitches half wearily setting 
In the endless need of repair. 


But my thoughts were about “the building,” 
‘he work some day to be tried; 

And that only the gold and the silver 
And the precious stones, should abide. 


And remembering my own efforts, 
The wretched work I had done, 
And, even when trying most truly, 
The meagre success I had won: 


“Tt is nothing but ‘wood, hay, and’ stubble,’ ” 
I said; “It will all be burned— 

This useless fruit of the talents 
One day to be returned. 


“And I have so longed to serve Him, 
And sometimes I know I have tried; 

But I’m sure when He sees such a building, 
He will never let it abide.” 
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Just then, as I turned the garment, 
That no rent should be left behind, 
My eye caught an odd little bungle 
Of mending and patchwork combined. 


My heart grew suddenly tender, 
And something blinded my eyes 

With one of those sweet intuitions 
That sometimes make us so wise. 


Dear child! she wanted to help me; 
I knew ’twas the best she could do; 
But oh, what a botch she had made it— 
The gray mis-matching the blue! 


And yet—can you understand it ?— 
With a tender smile and a tear, 
And a half-compassionate yearning, 
I felt she had grown more dear. 


Then a sweet voice broke the silence, 
And the dear Lord said to me, 

“Art thou tenderer for the little child 
Than I am tender for thee?” 


Then straightway I knew His meaning, 
So full of compassion and love, 

And my faith came back to its Refuge, 
Like the glad returning dove. 


For I thought when the Master Builder 
Comes down his temple to view, 
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To see what rents must be mended 
And what must be builded anew, 


Perhaps, as He looks o’er the building, 
He will bring my work to the light, 

And seeing the marring and bungling 
And how far it all is from right, 


He will feel as I felt for my darling, 
And will say as I said for her, 
“Dear child! she wanted to help me, 
And love for me was the spur. 


And, for the real love that was in it, 
The work shall seem perfect as mine: 
And because it was willing service, 
I will crown it with plaudit divine.” 


And there, in the deepening twilight, 
I seemed to be clasping a hand, 

And to feel a great love constraining me, 
Stronger than any command. 


Then I knew by the thrill of sweetness 
’Twas the hand of the Blessed One, 

Which would tenderly guide and hold me 
Till all the labor is done. 


So my thoughts are nevermore gloomy 
My faith no longer is dim; 

But my heart is strong and restful, 
And mine eyes are unto Him. 
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SOME THINGS HID FROM THE WISE 
AND PRUDENT, NOW REVEALED 
TO BABES. 


In the fullness of time God Makes known 
His will. 

Ts it true that Christ will see of the travail of 
his soul and be satisfied? Does it mean that 
more will be saved than lost ? 

We have no hestitancy in replying yes to 
each question. Nothing less than a prepond- 
erance of the saved could adequately satisfy 
the Saviour for His stupendous work. He came 
to undo what the devil had done, which was 
turning the people-from God. 

Through Adam we were all made sinners. 
But where sin abounded, through the second 
Adam, grace did much more abound. That is, 
grace has saved and will save more than sin 
will destroy. 

In what way is this accomplished? First. By 
his sacrifice and justification, of all the children 
who were born into the world are saved, be- 
cause they have not sinned after the similitude 
of Adam’s transgression. That is willful sin. 
Here is a mighty host for the colleges of Heaven 
to train in all the ways of the Lord, for we 
must admit growth in Heaven more perfectly 
than on earth. 

There is another class who have not sinned 
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after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, 
those who died in the 4,000 years before Christ, 
who had never had salvation preached to them. 
Christ knew that in righteousness they could 
never be condemned unless they had a chance. 
The number of those who had no chance must 
have been very large in comparison to those 
who had. So in compassion for these the Sav- 
iour spent His time from His death (after He 
had died in their stead) ) till the time of His 
resurrection in preaching to them. Peter 1. 3-19. 

Now, remember, these were not Gospel hard- 
ened sinners, so this preaching of the Son of 
God, the Saviour of the World, to them was 
indeed Life from the dead. Well may He be 
called the Light of the World, and the Saviour 
of the World, for He offered life to all this 
great multitude. And who will dare say, that | 
He who made all languages, could not make 
Himself so clearly understood by that eager 
anxious throng (shut up in prison, not by God, 
but by the devil), and who had no doubt been 
told by the prison-keeper that there was no ~* 
hope. Now, to have the Lord of Life and 
Glory come Himself, and proclaiming the day 
of the Lord has come; the acceptable year of 
the Lord, when prison doors were to be opened, 
and fetters broken, and the deaf hear, and the 
blind see, that the day of the Lord had come 
to them. (Some Scriptures have several ful- 
fillments). Now newly come from His tre- 
mendous conflict, and His more tremendous 
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triumph, well may the amazed hosts say, as they 
see Him approach, Who is this that comest from 
Edom with dyed garments from Bozra, travel- 
ing in the greatness of his strength? And then 
answers for himself, I that speak in righteous- 
ness, mighty to save; for I have trodden the 
wine-press of the wrath of God, and fulfilled all 
the law and brought in all righteousness (par- 
don) for you. They behold his five bleeding 
wounds and listen to such preaching, that for 
love, sympathy and overwhelming appeal only 
a God could command. 

What think you; was this an abortive effort ? 
No, beloved; no, no; 10,000 times no. Rather 
let us believe it was a grander triumph than 
the heart of man can conceive, or lips of man 
ever utter, or pen of man can ever describe. 

Such an offer of pardon never has had its 
parallel. And it is easy to conceive how gladly 
they accepted it and in thirty-seven days after, 
we can understand with what glad acclaim the 
angelic hosts lift up their voices and ery: Lift 
up your gates, oh Zion; even lift them up, and 
let the King of Glory in. And the Voice from 
the throne says: This is my Son in whom I am 
well pleased. And the Son says: I have finished 
the work which thou hast given me to do. 

And the angels cry, halleluia! And the re- 
deemed of the Lord ery, halleluia! for the Lord 
God, omnipotent, reigneth. And there was 
joy in Heaven, for those who were lost are 
found, and those who were dead are alive again. 
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This is the God we adore; a faithful, un- 
changeable friend, whose love is as large as 
His power, and neither knows measure nor end. 

God is no respector of persons, but com- 
mandeth men everywhere to repent. Only those 
are lost who have been offered His mercy and 
wilfully have refused it. 
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FAITH HEALING, NO. 2. 


It is not our province to condemn this Divine 
command, as our views are well known to be in 
perfect accord with it. But we look upon it as 
one of the signs of the times, that this com- 
mand to the church which had been neglected 
so long should, within the last days, be resur- 
rected from the tomb, not the dead, but the 
sleeping commands, and that many wonderful 
things should be and have been accomplished by 
and through it is beyond question. And the 
devil, as is always the case, got up a side show 
and sent his followers to practice a deception, 
so as to draw off attention from the real work. 
Some of these men may be honest in their con- 
viction of having the cALL and the power to 
accomplish results, but only in isolated cases. 
Just enough to attract attention, the same as in 
the case of Moses and the magicians. But 
Moses’ serpent swallowed the others, but the 
magicians’ serpents could not swallow Moses’. 

This may be applied at all times to the real 
and the false, as one will be always pronounced 
in its results, the other at best uncertain. A 
subject of such importance demands more than 
cursory thought. 

Let us therefore look at it in the following 
order: First. For what purpose was this gift 
given. Second. To whom was it given. Third. 
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Was it given permanently. Fourth. Are its 
effects always the same. 

First. This gift was both exercised by Christ 
and given to his disciples for the two-fold pur- 
pose, namely: First. To benefit mankind. 
Second. To demonstrate and prove the Divine 
character, efficiency and power of Christ and - 
His Gospel, both for body and soul. 

Third. It was given to his disciples and 
through them to the church, so that wherever 
they went, it should be manifest that this Gos- 
pel was of God. 

Fourth. That it was intended to be perma- 
nent is self manifest, as the same occasion ever 
exists, to convince people of its Divine source. 
Some argue that it was only to convince people 
of that day, as when the authority of the Gos- 
pel was once established the occasion of. proof 
ceased. As well argue that when the Gospel 
had onee been preached or the Bible once 
printed, that both may cease. Human nature 
and its conditions always remain much the 
same. That being so, they require to be treated 
much the same. If we look a little further we 
shall find there is far more need of the con- 
vincing power of this gift now than ever before, 
as the much larger field of operations for the 
preaching of the Gospel calls for the same pro- 
portion of convincing evidence, as people will 
believe no more freely now than they would 
then. ‘The same devil who blinded their eyes 
and hardened their hearts has lost none of his 
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guile in these days, and he is not going to let 
his 1900 years experience count for nothing. 
Those who teach that the time has passed for 
Divine healing to be preached and practiced are 
unwittingly serving the devil’s purpose, and 
preventing instead of forwarding the cause of 
God. We say strike the iron while it is hot, 
and not take away the fire that was to have 
heated the iron. 

Fifth. Are its effects always the same. The 
answer is, yes, when the conditions are the 
same. It will not be denied that none but holy 
people should minister at the altar of God. The 
Scriptures say, holy men of God, who were 
held in estimation amongst the churches. They 
and they only were to be set apart for the ser- 
vice of the Lord. Now, in all ages when such 
men have appeared, God has taken and used 
them abundantly; some in the preaching of the 
Gospel of grace, others in the preaching of 
faith or Divine healing, others in both. 

We have a case in point of world-wide fame. 
A man of God who some years ago was faith- 
ful in all his house, and was honored of the 
Master in great and mighty results. The signs 
and wonders did indeed manifest themselves, 
and this continued in undiminished power and 
efficiency so long as a single eye was maintain- 
ed. But as soon as fame and wealth took the 
place of devotion and consecration, then the 
arm of the Lord was straightened, for he could 
not do many wonderful works, because of his 
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unbelief; self took the place of God. Result, 
how are the mighty fallen. 

Sixth. Quite as illustrious as the above. 

Turn your eyes and behold a man of fine stat- 
ure, well cared for and surrounded by so many 
props that men call him a man of property. It 
must be admitted that the pile of brick and 
mortar looks mighty big; so big that the owner 
thought it deserved world-wide recognition, so 
he consulted with the flesh, and said, yes, oh, 
yes; you are a great and worthy man. You 
must have a mark of renown such as the world 
won’t forget; for see, the world is not honoring 
you as once they did when they only saw God 
in you, but now they do not see the presence 
and power of the Holy Ghost as once they did; 
why not give them a chance to at least see you. 
So the tempter again succeeded and a likeness 
of the man must be produced, for which $1,000 
must be paid for the negative and $40 for each 
copy taken. After this a trip to Europe will be 
in order. Oh, my friends; make room, make 
room, so that the image can be seen. 
- The image of whom? The man whom God 
could once honor because he trusted in him. 
Conditions have changed and the man has 
changed with the conditions. Once it was, 
come, behold the works of God; now it is, come, 
behold my works. And the voice of the Lord 
said, I change not, I honor them who honor 
me; but him who forgets me, him will I also 
forget. 
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NECESSARY CONDITIONS. 


First. A direct call from God. Second. A 
full consecration of self to God. Third. A full 
and positive faith in God that he will do what 
he has promised. Fourth. That the person 
who desires healing also has faith in God. Fifth. 
That the persons presenting themselves for 
healing intend to devote their healed body to 
his service. (As God does not heal people so 
that they can go back to their sin.) And if 
God sees that all conditions are complied with, 
then this three-fold chord of unity will be hon- 
ored in a cure being effected. 

For fuller information on this question, see 
Divine Healing, Tract No. 1. Free. 
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“JESUS IS COMING.” 





“What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.” 
—Mark, will. 37. 

“At even, or at midnight; or at the cock- 
crowing, or in the morning.”—Mark xill. 35. 





“Tt may be in the evening, 
When the work of the day is done, 
And you have time to sit in the twilight 
And watch the sinking sun, 
While the long bright day dies slowly 
Over the sea, 
And the hour grows quiet and holy 
With thoughts of me; 
While you hear the village children 
Passing along the street, 
Among those thronging footsteps 
May come the sound of my feet. 
Therefore I tell you: Watch! 
By the light of the evening star, 
When the room is growing dusky 
As the clouds afar; 
Let the door be on the latch 
In your home, 
For it may be through the gloaming 
I will come. 
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“Tt may be when the midnight 
Is heavy upon the land, 
And the black waves lying dumbly 
Along the sand; 
When the moonless night draws close, 
And the lights are out in the house; 
When the fires burn low and red, 
And the watch is ticking loudly 
Beside the bed: 

Though you sleep, tired out, on your couch, 
Still your heart must wake and watch 
In the dark room, 

For it may be that at midnight 
I will come. 


“Tt may be at the cock-crow, 
When the night is dying slowly 
In the sky, 

And the sea looks calm and holy, 
Waiting for the dawn of the golden sun 
Which draweth nigh: 

When the mists are on the valleys, shading 
The rivers chill, 

And my morning-star is fading, fading 
Over the hill: 

Behold I say unto you: Watch! 

Let the door be on the latch 
In your home; 

In the chill before the dawning, 

Between the night and morning, 
I may come. 
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“Tt may be in the morning, 
When the sun is bright and strong, 
And the dew is glittering sharply 
Over the little lawn; 
When the waves are laughing loudly 
Along the shore, 
And the little birds are singing sweetly 
About the door; 
With the long day’s work before you, 
You rise up with the sun, 
And the neighbors come in to talk a little 
Of all that must be done; 
But remember that J may be the next 
To come in at the door, 
To call you from all your busy work 
Forevermore: 
As you work your heart must watch, 
For the door is on the latch 
In your room, 


And it may be in the morning I will come” 
So He passed down my cottage garden, 
By the path that leads to the sea, 
Till He came to the turn of the little road 
Where the birch and laburnum tree 
Lean over and arch the way; 
There I saw Him a moment stay; 
And turn once more to me, 
As I wept at the cottage door, 
And lift up His hands in blessing— 
Then I saw His face no more. 
And I stood still in the doorway, 
Leaning against the wall, 
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Not heeding the fair white roses, 
Though I crushed them, and let them fall, 
Only looking down the pathway, 
And looking toward the sea, 
And wondering, and wondering 
When He would come back for me; 
Till I was aware of an angel 
Who was going swiftly by, 
With the gladness of one who goeth 
In the light of God Most High. 


He passed the end of the cottage 
Toward the garden gate 
I suppose he was come down 
At the setting of the sun 
‘To comfort some one in the village 
Whose dwelling was desolate 
And he paused before the door 
Beside my place, 
And the likeness of a smile 
Was on his face; 
“Weep not,” he said, “for unto you is given 
To watch for the coming of His feet 
Who is the glory of our blessed heaven ; 
The work and watching will be very sweet, 
Hiven in an earthly home; 
And in such an hour as you think not 
He will come.” 


7 


So I am watching quietly 
Every day. 
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Whenever the sun shines brightly, 
I rise and say, 
“Surely it is the shining of His face!” 
And look unto the gates of His high place 
Beyond the sea; 
For I know He is coming shortly 
To summon me. 
And when a shadow falls across the window 
Of my room, 
Where I am working my appointed task, 
I lift my head to watch the door, and ask 
If He is come; 
And the angel answers sweetly 
In my home: 
“Only a few more shadows, 
And He will come.” 
—Mrs. Barbara Miller Macandrew. 
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CHRIST’S CALL TO HIS BRIDE. 


The dear Lord has purchased an inheritance 
and is now preparing and making it ready for 
the reception of His bride. This, like all the 
works of God, is stupendous in its undertaking 
and detail. It has taken from His resurrec- 
tion till now, and is not yet completed, but soon 
will be, for the end of this dispensation of 
grace or gospel is drawing very near to a close, 
and by that time the wise Master-builder will 
have completed the palace, bright and fair, and 
unlike all other princes royal, He will not take 
his bride to the palace, but bring the palace 
with all its attendant glories to His bride, 
which is His church, which is dearer to Him 
than the whole universe beside, for He pur- 
chased it with His own precious blood. At 
the same time He is preparing a palace for her, 
He is preparing her for the palace. In a short 
time; yes, much shorter than most people 
think, the voice of the King shall be heard above 
all the noise of the world, and the din of battle. 
All things are ready for the marriage supper 
of the Lamb. Then the New Heaven, which the 
Lord has prepared, descends in the clouds and 
settles over Jerusalem in the air, visible to all 
watchful Christians. And He who is the res- 
urrection and the life shall ery with a voice 
that shall awaken the dead and arrest the at- 
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tention of the watchful virgins, saying, come 
up hither. And the 144,000 shall arise as He 
rose, and meet the Lord in His palace. Oh, 
what a meeting; oh, what joy; oh, what trans- 
port; oh, what infallible delight in the midst 
of which the dear Lord will say: Welcome, 
thrice welcome; my beloved, ye children of my 
choice; with much longing have I desired this 
hour and this occasion. Now, I will eat bread 
and drink wine with you in my Father’s house; 
ye have been faithful until death, and have 
held fast until I came. Enter ye into the joy 
of your Lord. And when they have supped 
with the Lord, they will sing a new song of 
Moses and the Lamb. Oh, what music that 
song will make. Its echo will sound back to 
the times when Moses led them triumphantly 
through the Red sea, and to the Lamb, who 
from the time of his death, when He cried, it 
is finished (that is, the law of works have 
ended), till coronation day, when ransomed 
souls and Heavenly hosts shall ery, crown Him, 
crown Him Lord of All, and He shall be 
crowned Kings of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
and He shall reign whose right it is to reign. 
This is the first resurrection. Blessed are 
those who have part in it. 

In the first resurrection will be found the 
first fruits of all believing Jews, as well as all 
believing Gentiles. The balance of virgins, 
(nominal Christian), who were having, as they 
thought, a good time in the church, are aroused 
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to find the Lord had come and taken the pre- 
pared ones for Himself without any notice. 
(For the Lord knoweth them that are His). 
They find themselves in this case all of the 
best of every denomination taken away. All 
the best and purest of every household taken 
away. All the peculiar people who stood as a 
reproach to only half-hearted Christians laken - 
away. And only those who thought a small 
lamp and very little oil enough, are left. After 
the great shock is over, then they begin to 
realize that all the bad things they had said 
and done to the departed, had been undeserved 
and even cruel, and they repent themselves in 
dust and ashes. The Jew says, yes, I see now 
we did reject our Deliverer, but we will repent 
and accept Him now, and we will be mission- 
aries to all the world; that Jesus was the De- 
liverer promised by Moses. And, behold many 
in the Church of Rome, who had sought and 
found not an image, but a veritable Saviour, 
went up with the redeemed throng, before the 
wreckage of that great Babylon that deceived 
the nations for gain. Oh, the prestige, wealth 
and honor that went down with her ‘into the 
shame and punishment of eternity. And, be- 
hold, nothing will stand on that day that is not 
built upon the rock, Jesus Christ. 

The nominal churches will have their eyes 
opened and begin to set their houses in order. 
The Bible is read, altar erected and family 
prayer is had. It is admitted that it is after 
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all good to train up a child in the way it should 
go, and the services of the week as well as those 
of Sunday should be attended to, and the gate 
should be closed that they were so fond of pass- 
ing, that led them half way to the world. They 
also began to-ask what that meant. My house 
is the house of prayer, but ye have made it a 
den of thieves. They came to the conclusion 
that all worldly things must go, for the time 
had come when God would purge His floor. 

In the very midst of revival zeal and earnest 
endeavor, they find themselves beset on every 
hand by the most determined foes the world 
ever knew. As the devil has found his time 
is short, he therefore stirs up all hell in his 
fury against the remnant of the Church of 
God; so that history repeats itself, and all the 
cruelty of man and devil combined has to be 
endured by those who thought a little lamp 
and a little oil was good enough. 

Many, however, are faithful, and will not 
have the mark of anti-Christ branded on them 
and suffer martyrdom. Others flee into the 
wilderness and are faithful, and are preserved 
by God, but they have to suffer seven years of 
the most dreadful times the world ever had, 
which fits them for the marvelous reign of the 
millenium. 

This peaceful reign will last 1,000 years, and 
be a blessed time for rest from the awful 
sorrow through which the foolish virgins had to 
travel. 


Christ's Call to His Bride. QI 


There shall be nothing that can hurt or de- 
stroy in all the earth, for the one operative 
cause of all earth anguish has been laid hold of 
by the Conqueror of Calvary, and cast into the 
bottomless pit and the door shut. 

As there will be now no tempter, it will be 
easy to be good and to do good. So righteous- 
ness shall triumph and sin be at a discount. 
All those who are not saved will have a grand 
opportunity to be drawn into the kingdom of 
redeeming grace, and they shall flock as doves 
to their windows, and nations shall be born in 
a day. The remnant of the Jews shall be 
saved with the Gentiles, and all flesh together 
shall see the glory of our God. And there shall 
be nothing that can hurt or destroy in all God’s 
holy mountain. At the end of 1,000 years the 
devil shall be let loose for a little season to try 
if any are still disobedient; if so, they will be 
cast in the lake with the devil and his angels. 
And God shall be all in all. Amen. 

Be 
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“MY LORD AND I.” 


_I have a Friend so precious, 
So very dear to me! 
He loves me with such tenderness, 
He loves so faithfully; 
TI could not live apart from Him, 
I love to feel Him nigh; 
And so we dwell together, 
My Lord and I. 


Sometimes ’m faint and weary, 
He knows that I am weak, 

And so He bids me lean on Him, 
His help I gladly seek ; 

He leads me in the paths of light, 
Beneath a sunny sky; 

And so we walk together, 


My Lord and I. 


He knows how much I love Him, 
He knows I love Him well; 
But with what love He loveth me, 
My tongue could never tell: 
Jt is an everlasting love, 
In ever rich supply, 
And so we love each other, 
My Lord and I. 
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I tefl Him all my sorrows, 
I tell Him all my joys, 

I tell Him all that pleases me, 
I tell Him what annoys; 
He tells me what I ought to do, 

He tells me what to try; 
And so we walk together, 
My Lord and I. 


He knows how I am longing, 
Some weary soul to win; 
And so He bids me go and speak 
A loving word for Him: 
He bids me tell His wondrous love, 
And why He came to die; 
And so we work together, 
My Lord and I. 


I have His yoke upon me, 
And easy ’tis to bear; 
In the burden that He carried, 
I gladly take a share; 
For then it is my happiness, 
To have Him always nigh;- 
We bear the yoke together, 
My Lord and I. 
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THE GOSPEL OF “DO.” 


The great fault of the present time is, that 
much of our religion vents itself in talk, in- 
stead of work. 

What can I do? All things! 

How? “Through Christ, who strengtheneth 
me.” We are “created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works;” the Acts follow the Gospels. 
Doing is a “Pilgrim’s Progress;” it is Chris- 
tianity in motion. We cannot grow without 
doing, nor do without growing. 

“As ye would that others should do to you, 
do ye even so to them” follow the Master’s 
example and you will have plenty to do. He 
went about doing good, and did for His ene- 
mies, what we find hard to do for our friends. 
Follow Him, “cease to do evil; learn to do 
well.” “Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God.” 

Go to work. When? ‘To-day! Where? “In 
My vineyard.” “Work out your own salva- 
tion” and then the salvation of your brother ; 
“this do and thou shalt live;’ “to do good 
and to communicate, forget not”—“if ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” In 
a truly religious life right deeds always follow 
right words. 

Do some lifting. “I, if I be lifted up, will 
draw all men unto Me;” comply with the con- 
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ditions ; you do the lifting, He will do the draw- 
ing. “Be ye doer of the work’ as well as 
“hearer of the word.” 

Do some visiting; “religion pure and unde- 
filed before God and the Father is this: to visit 
the widow and the fatherless in their affliction.” 
Do His will. “Thy will be done”—be helpful 
to all and harmful to none. 

Do some shining; “let your light so shine 
before men that they may see”’—not you—but 
your good works, and glorify—not you—but 
“your Father which is in heaven,” “for it is 
God which worketh in you both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure.” Get an inside shine 
and you will soon have a face to match it. 

Do some walking—“walk in the light, as He 
is in the light.” Do some running—“run with 
patience the race set before you.” Secret sins 
are the bunions that interfere with many a 
pilgrim’s progress. Do some singing—“making 
melody in your heart unto the Lord.” Do 
some searching—“search the Scriptures.” 

Do some pressing—“press toward the mark.” 
Do some giving—“freely ye have received, 
freely give’—“he that giveth, let him do it 
with simplicity.” Do some growing—“grow 
in grace’—forgive as you hope to be forgiven. 
Do some ruling—“greater is he that ruleth his 
spirit than he that taketh a city.” “Do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith;” “inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
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brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” “Trust 
in the Lord and do good, so shalt thou dwell in 
the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.” “Blessed 
are they that do His commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city.” 

“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you.” “To him that knoweth to do 
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

May God give us grace to know His will, 
and “grit” to do it. A good life tells—be “a 
living epistle;” people read you, who would not 
look into a Bible. “Live unto the Lord.” Get- 
ting only comes by “doing;” do good and you 
will receive good. 

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father, which 
is in heaven.” 

“Oh brother man! fold to thy heart, thy 
brother ; 

Where pity dwells, the peace of God is there; 
To worship rightly, is to love each other, 

Each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a 

prayer.” 
“PILGRIM.” 
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MIGHTY TO SAVE. 


At the close of a chapel service in China, one 
of the natives stopped to ask if the speaker 
really said what he understood him to say. “Did 
I understand you to say, sir, of your Jesus, 
that He could save me from all my sins? Is 
THIS what you said?” 

Being told it was, he continued, saying, 
“But, sir, if you had known Mz, when you said 
it, you would not have said so. I have been a 
gambler, a sorcerer, and, worst of all for me, 
an opium eater. And a man who smokes 
opium as I have twenty years nearly, cannot 
be saved. Everybody knows that. If you had 
known this, you would not have said He could 
save ME, would you?” 

“Of course I would,” was his reply. “That 
is why I am here to speak for Him, and this 
is why you are here to hear me. He is able, 
He is willing. “Try Him, trust Him!” 

Would he, or would he not be saved like 
this? He hardly knew; he would be glad to; 
he would try. This, too, he did, coming again 
and again to hear and talk about it, till happily 
at last he follows up the missionary in the way 
before him, saying, “I know it Now, I KNow it 
now, Jesus can save ME, for I Am saved, and it 
is He who saves me.’ 

Questioned about the opium, he said “Yes, 
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saved from that, and from everything else, to 
think now first of Him, and as He wills, to 
speak of Him and for Him.” 

With this in view later, he went from place 
to place, telling how it had been with him be- 
cause of this SAME Jesus, and might be then 
with anybody else, going finally to Hockchiang, 
a debatable and dangerous district, as he soon 
learned to know. At one place he was pelted 
with stones, as in the case of Paul and taken 
up for dead. He was committed to prison 
again and again with cruel mockings and 
scourgings. 

But he endured it all, and he survived it all, 
in the spirit of the prayer, “Father, forgive 
them, they know not what they do,” and saying 
what he could of Jesus as the Christ. 

So much so, he was blessed of God in saving 
many, many souls, said to be nearly six hun- 
dred. And he was spared to die at home, on a 
Saturday night, saying to those about him, 
“Tomorrow morning you will be singing in the 
chapel of our Redeemer Jesus, and I be singing 
of Him also with the angels of God.” 

Speaking for Christ is one thing, speaking 
so as to be understood properly, another. He 
who stops to ask yet what is meant, or what it 
means for him, may all the more be blessed. 

And this same Jesus Christ is Lorp oF ALL 
to guide and save in all our needs and cares; 
thought, word and deed alike, in every place or 
time. 
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“Jesus is strong to deliver, 
Jesus is mighty to save.” 


He saves us from the past of sin. 

In His name and for His sake we come to 
be at peace with God “through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

He saves us then, to newness of life, being 
made of God to us wisdom, righteouness, sanc- 
tification and redemption.— I Cor. i: 30. 

And gives us power of “witnessing to Him,” 
so He in turn may save the many or the few.— 
Acts i: 8; 11: 1-4, 41-47. 


“All to Jesus I surrender, 
All to Him I freely give 

I will ever love and trust Him; 
In His service daily live.” 
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THE YOUNG ACTRESS. 


Evening had closed in, and a young actress, 
who had earned the applause and admiration of 
many, was on her way to the theatre, where she 
would again win the plaudits of hundreds. 
They were pleasant enough to receive, and yet 
how was it that she felt so unsatisfied in spite 
of her success? She would be growing old 
why was she so weary-hearted to-night? and 
soon, her voice would be going, and then how 
would these sort of friends stand to her? and— 
well, there was something further on still, there 
was death—and what should she do when that 
drew near? Friends would be of no use then, 
and there was the great score of sin to be settled. 

Suddenly, as she went, there broke the clear 
ring of children’s voices singing; they were 
close by, and the words fell distinetly on her 
ear :— 


“Depth of mercy, can there be 
Mercy still reserved for ME? 
Can my God His wrath forbear? 
Me, the chief of sinners, spare? 


“Tt have long withstood His grace, 
Long provoked Him to His face; 
Would not hearken to His calls, 
Grieved Him by a thousand falls. 


The Young Actress. IOI 


“There for me the Saviour stands, 
Shows His wounds, and spreads His hands: 
God is love, I know and feel,— 
Jesus lives, and loves me still.” 


It was a new, a strange message to the sin-sick 
soul, and the young aciress listened eagerly to 
the words. When they were finished, she asked 
the children to repeat them, which they did 
over and over again; then, giving them a few 
pence, she passed on, with the lines ringing in 
her ears and heart. Could it be true? Was 
there really mercy reserved for a sinner such as 
she had been? Was the Saviour showing His 
wounded hands, and the marks of the cruel 
cross, to His Father, to prove that He had 
taken her place of death and borne the punish- 
ment that was due to her? and was it true that 
the holy God was also a God of love, and that 
He was perfectly satisfied with the place His 
son had taken as her substitute, and could say 
in all truth, “I, even I, am He that blotteth 
out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and 
will not remember thy sins.” 

She reached the theatre, and prepared, in a 
dreamy way, to act her usual part. The build- 
Ing was crowded; but as she stepped upon the 
stage, her thoughts were far away from the 
audience around her, of from the enthusiasm 
that her appearance had aroused. She opened 
her lips, but it was not to give forth their accus- 
tomed utterance; almost unconsciously the 
words rang out,— 
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“Depth of mercy, can there be 
Mercy still reserved for MH?” 


they were followed by an astonished stlence—the 
actress turned and left the stage,— left the 
theatre, and hurried out into the darkened 
streets, never pausing until she had reached the 
house she had so lately quitted, and gained the 
solitude of her own room there, with the door 
locked, she threw herself upon her knees, and 
found rest in that “depth of mercy” that had 
been reserved for her through Him who had 
died in her stead. 
From the heart she confessed,— 
“T have long withstood His grace, 
Long provoked Him to His face; 
Would not hearken to His calls, 
Grieved Him by a thousand falls.” © 
And from the heart too she believed,— 
“There for ME the Saviour stands, 
Shows His wounds, and spreads His hands: 
God, is love, J know and feel,— 
Jesus lives, and loves me still.” 
O reader, do you know in your own self the 
blessedness of a sinner thus at the Saviour’s 
feet ? 
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MESMERIC CONVERSIONS. 


_ The greater part of that which is called sal- 
vation to-day is simply the manifestation of 
mesmeric operations. 

This explains the reason why the large num- 
ber of converts accredited many of our popular 
evangelists are said to backslide (?) as soon 
as their mesmerizer is gone. 

Some of the most powerful mesmerizers in 
the world to-day operate from the pulpits as 
popular preachers. Every move, every bearing, 
every gesture, every sound of the voice, the 
light, the heat, and every other possible means 
of operating upon the nervous excitable nature 
is employed with greatest carefulness, to cap- 
ture and control their subjects. 

The excitement of the occasion, the death 
bed scenes, the touching silly stories, and the 
enthusing songs, are all well calculated to mes- 
merize and control the hearers. Professed mes- 
meric operators could ask for no better in- 
fluence. 

- Tens of thousands who are thus mesmerically 
converted to men and creeds, have an experience 
of which they boast, and really think them- 
selves saved, when the fact is, they have been 
operated upon by the arm of flesh alone, and 
have never been born again. They are the ser- 
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vants of men and not of God. What they do 
therefore, they do to be seen and praised of men. 
Their love of God and good is taught of men 
and not from the divine love implanted in the 
heart. They are thus made twofold more the 
child of ell than their mesmeric leaders. 
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MOUTH RELIGION. 
Mat. xv 7-9. 


“Ye hypocrites, well did Hsaias prophesy of 
you, saying, This people draweth righ unto me 
with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far froma me. But in 
vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men.” 

“Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and ~ 
with their lps do honor me, but have removed 
their heart far from me, and their fear 
toward me is taught by the precept of men * * 
the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and 
the understanding of their prudent men shall 
be hid.” Isa. xxix :13, 14. 

“They sit before thee as.my people, and they 
hear thy words, but they will not do them: for 
with their mouth they show much love, but their 
heart. goeth after their covetousness.” Ezek., 
xxxili :31. 

What an exact picture is this of would-be 
christianity in this day. The religion of the 
greater part of the professed christian world 
is simply perched upon their lips, and is only 
manifested by their mouths; and that, many 
times, only on Sundays and prcyer .meeting 
nights. 
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They talk and pray religion by very long 
miles and live it out by very short inches, if at 
all. 

Dear reader, which have you, mouth or heart 
and life religion? 

They that. say the least and live the most 
are the best christians. 

Let not your left hand know what your right 
hand doeth. 
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SOOTHING SYRUP PEACH. 
Jeno ww 14: 


“They have healed also the hurt. of the daugh- 
ter of my peple slightly, saying, Peace, peace; 
when there is no peace.” 

Some one told you that you were saved and 
you believed their lie; and got up from their 
human altar claiming conversion. Others told 
you to stand up and confess salvation publicly, 
and you testified to their lie. 

A congregation of false professors passed 
upon you by their vote as a full fledged christian 
and member of the church; and thus they have 
caused you to believe that you have peace with 
God and right to eternal life: when the fact 
is you are only one of the millions who are 
thus caused to indulge in a false peace more 
dangerous than all the outbreaking sins of the 
world combined. 

You believe a he to your own damnation. 
You know you are not saved, and know you 
are a sinner, far from God or purity of heart 
or life; but, should you be aroused to seek sal- 
vation your blind fellows would come with their 
Soothing Syrup, and quiet you down again, 
by telling you that you are all right . “You are 
the best one among us,” say they, “and if you 
are not saved, what will become of us?” Thus 
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they quiet you with their soothing syrup and ~ 
with a few jogs of your cradle (church) you 
soon go to sleep again,—perhaps, unto eternal 
death. 

Arouse! ArousE!! dear friend, before it be 
eternally too late. Let no man or woman de- 
celve you. | 

Make Sure You Are Saved. 


Not Very Good and Not Very Bad. 109 


NOT VERY GOOD AND NOT VERY BAD; 
OR, THE MIDDLING MAN. 


“From what you have said, John, it seems 
you think yourself a pretty fair kind of man.” 

“Well, Mr. F , | will tell you my opin- 
ion about that exacily- J don’t think I ever 
did much that was bad; nor can I say that I 
ever did a great deal of good. I think you 
may call me a middling man.” 

“That is your opinion, John?: But don’t 
you think that everything that exists must have 
had a cause from which it sprung?” 

“Certainly I do, Mr. F——, for old John is 
.not so void of sense as not to know that.” 

“Well, John, what do you suppose causes 
a man to be good?” 

“God, of course, sir.” 

“And what do you think causes a man to be 
bad 2” 

“The devil, most certainly; for God never 
made anything bad.” 

“But, John, what is the cause of a middling 
man ?” 

“Well, I sup-p-o-s-e——” 

“John, I perceive you have got fast there. 
You say God is the cause of a good man, and 
Satan the cause of a bad man, but you say that 
you are neither/—You are middling. Doubt- 
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less, John, you must have had a cause that 
made you what you are. But as there is no 
middle Being between God and Satan, and only 
the two revealed causes of good and evil in 
man, then I am at an exceedingly great loss 
to know what has been the great moral cause 
that made you middling?” 

“Why, sir, I have heard a great mary folks 
like me saying that they were middling, that 
is, neither good nor bad; but really, when I 
think of the matter in the way you put it, I 
begin to be somewhat doubtful whether I am 
right. Yet, I assure you, sir, I do not think 
I should be called a bad old man.” 

“John, did you ever see a middling gold 
dollar? Or did you ever see a middling bank- 
note ?” 

“No, never, Mr. F——; they are always 
either good or bad. But I have known some 
bad ones to pass for good ones.” 

“Well, John, if you never saw middling 
money, you never saw middling men; that is, 
as before God. God is a Being of perfect holi- 
ness—infinite purity, and He judges according 
to a perfect standard. 'To be accepted of Him, 
we must be perfectly fitted for His approval. 
He cannot adopt middling men and call them 
good. You must either be righteous or un- 
righteous—either saint or sinner. A middling 
man ‘has no existence in God’s sight. So, friend 
John, I want you to think seriously on this 
matter ; ‘you cannot serve two masters.’ At this 
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moment you are either serving God or Satan. 
You cannot be a middling man. You can have 
no middling cause, no middling life, no middl- 
ing death, and no middling destiny!’ 

Reader! as I have said to John, so I say to 
you. You are at. this moment either good or 
bad—righteous or unrighteous—in God’s sight. 
You cannot be a middling. You are either a 
child of God or a servant of the wicked one; 
you are pardoned or unpardoned; you are either 
a subject of God’s grace, or you are under His 
condemnation. If you consider this whole sub- 
ject aright, as an inevitable conclusion, you will 
be brought to say, that while you read this, you 
are either fit for heaven or fit for hell. If 
righteous, you will go where the righteous are; 
if unrighteous, you will go where the wicked 
are. ‘There is no middling Being; therefore 
there can be no middle place for that which 
does not exist. 

But how can you become righteous? That is 
the great question. 

There are only two ways by which you can 
be made righteous so as to be accepted of God. 

One is, to satisfy God for all the sins you 
have committed against Him, as well as for 
the evil nature which gave them birth. 

The other is, to find a substitute to do this 
in your stead. 

Now, by the first of these ways, you know in 
your heart that for you, righteousness in the 
sight of God is impossible. But by the second, 
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the great end can be obtained. For God, not 
willing that we should perish, has appointed 
just such a substitute, in the person of His 
own Son, “that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
(John iil. 16). Jesus came to die in the stead 
of the sinner—to bear not only the curse which 
the law has pronounced upon the sinner because 
of his sins, but also the judgment on his evil 
nature. And now, through His atoning death, 
“all that believe are justified from all things.” 
(John iii. 86; Acts xiii. 39). So, if you believe 
in Christ really as your Substitute and your 
Saviour, “‘you are,” at this moment, “complete 
im Llim,” and “accepted in Him,” and in Him 
as guiltless before God as if you had never sin- 
ned; you are, properly speaking, accepted as 
righteous through believing in Christ. Who- 
ever, then, believes in the atoning death of 
Christ, gives Him the whole glory of his sal- 
vation, and puts aside every thought of his 
own works or pious doings as having any merit 
before God. | 
Reader, are you a believer, or an unbeliever ? 
Are you saved, or unsaved? God’s record is,— 
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life;” not, will have at some future time, when 
certain conditions have been fulfilled. If you say 
you believe on the Son, and yet do not believe 
you have everlasting life, then you dishonor this 
record (I John v. 11); and if you do not truly 
believe in God’s Word,how can you say that you 
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truly believe in the value of Christ’s blood? 
Reader, you must be born again, and made a 
new creature in Christ Jesus, or you will be 
eternally lost. 

But if you believe in Christ as your Substi- 
tute, who bore the dreadful punishment of 
your sin, then you are saved. Now, do you be- 
lieve this? If you do not, your faith is not the 
faith that the New Testament enjoins. But if 
you believe this, then rejoice in your present 
salvation, and let the blessedness which you 
enjoy appear unto all men, that God may be 
glorified by you. 
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“YON LOVELY MAN!” 
OR, 
YEDDIE’S FIRST AND LAST 
COMMUNION. 


A poor idiot, who was supported by his par- 
ish in the Highlands of Scotland, passed his 
time in wandering from house to house. He 
was silent and peaceable, and won the pity of 
all kind hearts. He had little power to con- 
verse with his fellow-men, but seemed often in 
loving communion with him who, while He is 
the high and holy One, condescends to men of 
low estate. Yeddie, as he was called, was in 
the habit of whispering and muttering to him- 
self as he trudged along the highway, or per- 
formed the simple tasks which any neighbor 
felt at liberty to demand of him. The boys, 
while they were never cruel to him, often got 
a little fun out of his odd ways. He believed 
every word they said to him; and because he 
had been told in sport that if he once rode 
over the hills to kirk in a donkey-cart he would 
then be heir to the Earl of Glen-Allan, he 
refused all the kind offers of farmers and cot- 
ters, and replied always in the same words,— 
“Na, na; ill luck falls on me the day I mount 
a cart; so [ll aye gang on my ain feet up to 
the courts of the Lord’s house, and be talking. 
to Himsel’ as I gang.” 


‘Yon Lovely Man/”’ II5 


Once, when a merry boy heard him pleading 
earnestly with some unseen one, he asked, 
“What ghost or goblin are you begging favors 
of now, Yeddie?” “Neither the one nor the 
tither, laddie,” he rephed. “I was just having 
a few words wi Him that neither yersel’ nor | 
can see, and yet wi’ Him that sees the baith o’ 
us.” The poor fellow was talking to God, 
while the careless wise one said, “He’s talking ~ 
to himself.” 

One day Yeddie presented himself, in his 
coarse frock and hob-nailed shoes, before the 
minister, and making a bow much like that of 
a wooden toy when pulled by a string, he said, 
“Please, minister, let poor Yeddie eat supper 
on the coming day wi the Lord Jesus.” The 
good man was preparing for the observance of 
of the Lord’s Supper, which came quarterly in 
that thinly settled region, and was celebrated 
by several churches together; so that the con- 
course of people made it necessary to hold the 
services in the open air. He was too busy to 
be disturbed by the simple youth, and so strove 
to put him off as gently as possible. But Yed- 
die pleaded, “Oh, minister, if ye but kenned 
how I love Him, ye would let me go where He’s 
to sit at table!’ This so touched his heart 
that permission was given for Yeddie to take 
his seat with the rest. And although he had 
many miles to trudge over hill and moor, he 
was on the ground long before those who drove 
good horses. 
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As the service proceeded, tears flowed freely 
from the eyes of the poor “innocent;” and at 
the name of Jesus he would shake his head 
mournfully, and whisper, “But I dinna see 
Him.” At length, however, after partaking of 
the hallowed elements, he raised his head, wiped 
away the traces of his tears, and looking in the 
minister’s face, nodded and smiled. Then he 
covered his face with his hands, and buried it 
between his knees, and remained in that post- 
ure till the parting blessing was given, and the 
people began to scatter. He then rose, and 
with a face lighted with joy, and yet marked 
with solemnity, he followed the rest. 

One and another from his own parish spoke 
to him, but he made no reply, until pressed by 
some of the boys. Then he said, “Ah! lads, 
dinna bid Yeddie talk to-day. He’s seen the 
face o’ the Lord Jesus among His ain onez. 
He got a smile fro’ His eye, and a word fro’ 
His tongue; and he’s afeard to speak lest he 
lose memory o’t; for it’s but a bad memory he 
has at the best. Ah! lads, lads, I ha’ seen Him 
this day that I never seen before: I ha’ seea wi’ 
these dull eyes yon lovely Man. Dinna ye 
speak, but just leave poor Yeddie to his com- 
pany.” 

The boys looked on in wonder, and one whis- 
pered to another, “Sure he is na longer daft! 
The senses.ha’ come into his head, and he looks 
and speaks like a wise one.” When Yeddie 
reached the poor cot he called “home,” he dared 
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not speak to the “granny” who sheltered him, — 
lest he might, as he said, “lose the bonny face.” 
He left his porridge and treacle untasted; and 
after smiling on and patting the faded cheek 
of the old woman, to show her that he was not 
out of humor, he climbed the ladder to the poor 
loft where his pallet of straw was, to get an- 
other look and another word “fro’ yon lovely 
Man.” And his voice was heard below, in low 
tones,—“Ay, Lord, it’s just poor me that has 
been sae long seeking Ye; and now we'll bide 
togither, and never part more! Oh, ay! but 
this is a bonny loft, all gold and _prec- 
ious stones. The hall o’ the castle is a poor 
place to my loft this bonny night!” And then 
his voice grew softer and softer till it died 
away. 

Granny sat over the smoldering peat below, 
with her elbows on her knees, relating in loud 
whispers to one of her neighbors the stories of 
the boys who had preceded Yeddie from the 
service, and also his own strange words and 
appearance. ‘‘And beside all this,” she said in 
a hoarse whisper, “he refused to taste his sup- 
per—a thing he had never done before since the 
parish paid his keeping. More than that, he 
often ate his own portion and mine too, and 
then cried for more; such a fearful appetite he 
had. But to-night, when he cam’ in faint wi’ 
the long road he had come, he cried, ‘Na meat 
for me, granny! I ha’ had a feast which I feel 
within me while I live; I supped wi’ the Lord 


118 Gold, Frankincence and Myrrh, 


Jesus, and noo I must gang up the loft and 
sleep wi’ Him.” 

“Noo, Molly,” replied granny’s guest, “does 
na’ that remind ye o the words o’ our Lord 
Himself’, when he tell’d them that bid Him eat, 
‘IT ha’ meat to eat that ye know not of?? Who'll 
dare to say that the blessed hand that fed the 
multiutde when they were seated on the grass, 
has na’ this day been feeding the hungry soul 
0 poor Yeddie as he sat at His table? Ah, 
Molly, we little know what humble work He'll 
stoop to do for His ain puir ones who cry day 
and night to Him! We canna tell, noo, but 
this daft laddie will be greater in the kingdom 
of heaven than the Earl himsel’, puir body, that 
looks very little noo as if he’d be able to crowd 
in at the pearly gate!” “And oh, Jane, if ye 
could ha’ seen the face o’ your poor lad as he 
cam’ into the cot! It just shone lke the light; 
and at first, even afore he spoke a word, I 
thocht he was carrying a candle in his hand! 
I believe in my soul, good neebor, that Yeddie 
was in great company to-day, and that the same 
shining was on him as was on Moses and Elias 
when they talked with Jesus on the mount. I 
e’en hope he brocht the blessing hom wi’ him 
to *bide on the widow that was too auld and 
feeble to walk to the table, but who has borne 
with him, and toiled patiently with him, be- 
cause he was one of the Lord’s little and feeble 
ones.” 

“Oo, ay, doubtless he did bring home the 
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blessing, and that ye’ll get the reward of these 
many cups 0 cold water ye’ve given him; for 
what’s the few pence or shillings the parish 
grants ye, compared wi’ the mother’s care ye 
give him?” said Jane. 

“Aweel, aweel,” replied granny, “if I get the 
reward it?ll not be because I wrought for that. 
I seemed ne’er to ken, syne the day I took the 
daft and orphanted lad, that I was minding 
and feeding and clothing one o’ these little 
ones; and I ken it better to-night than ever. 
I ha’ strange new feelings mysel’ too, neebor, 
and I’m minded o’ the hour when our blessed 
Master came and stood among His faithful 
ones, the door being shut, and said, ‘Peace unto 
you. Sure this strange heavenly calm can no’ 
be of earth; and who shall say that Himsel’ is 
not here beside us twa, come to this poor place 
more for the daft lad’s sake than our ain?” 
And thus these lowly women talked of Him 
whom their souls loved, their hearts burning 
within them as they talked. 

When the morrow’s sun rose, “granny,” un- 
willing to disturb the weary Yeddie, left her 
poor pillow to perform his humble tasks. She 
brought peat from the stack, and water from 
the spring; spread her humble table, and made 
her “porridge ;” and then, remembering that he 
went supperless to bed, she called him from 
the foot of the ladder. There was no replv. 
She called again and again; but there was no 
sound above but the wind whistling through 
the openings in the thatch. She had not as- 
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cended the rickety ladder for years; but anx- 
iety gave strength to her limbs, and she stood 
in the poor garret which had long sheltered 
the half idiot boy. Before a rude stool, half 
sitting, half kneeling, with his head resting on 
his folded arms, she found Yeddie. She laid 
her hand upon his head, but instantly recoiled 
in terror. The heavy iron crown had been 
lifted from his brow, and while she was sleep- 
ing, had been replaced with the crown of the 
ransomed, which fadeth not away. Yeddie had 
caught a glimpse of Jesus, and could not live 
apart from Him. As he had supped, so he 
slept, with Him. 

A deep awe fell on the parish and the min- 
ister at this evident token that Christ had been 
among them; and the funeral of the idiot boy 
was attended from far and wide. A solemnity 
rarely seen was noticed there, as if a great loss 
had fallen on the community, instead of the 
parish having been relieved of a burden. Poor 
“oranny”’ was not left alone in her cot; for 
He who had come thither after that last supper 
with Yeddie, was with her, even to the end. 


“Oh, Christ! He is the fountain— 
The deep, sweet well of love! 

The streams on earth I’ve tasted, 
More deep I’ll drink above; 

There to an ocean fulness 
His mercy doth expand, 

And glory, glory dwelleth 
In Immanuel’s land.” 
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HOW SPURGEON FOUND CHRIST. 


I had been about five years in the most fear- 
ful distress of mind, as a lad. If any human 
being felt more of the terror of God’s law, I 
can indeed pity and sympathize with him. Bun- 
yan’s “Grace Abounding” contains, in the 
main, my history. Some abysses he went into 
I never trod; but some into which I plunged he 
seems to have never known. 

I thought the sun was blotted out of my sky 
—that I had so sinned against God that there 
was no hope for me. I prayed,—the Lord 
knoweth how I prayed,—but I never had a 
glimpse of an answer that I knew of. I 
searched the Word of God: the promises were 
more alarming than the threatenings. I read 
the privileges of the people of God, but with 
the fullest persuasion that they were not for: 
me. The secret of my distress was this: I did 
not know the gospel. I was in a Christian 
land; I had Christian parents; but I did not 
fully understand the freeness and simplicity of 
the gospel. 

I attended all the places of worship in the 
town where [ lived, but I honestly believe I did 
not hear the gospel fully preached, JI do not 
blame the men, however. One man preached 
the Divine sovereignty. I could hear him with 
pleasure; but what was that to a poor sinner 
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who wished to know what he should do to be 
saved? There was another admirable man who 
always preached about the law; but what was 
the use of ploughing up ground that wanted to 
be sown? Another was a great practical 
preacher. I heard him, but it was very much 
like a commanding officer teaching the man- 
oeuvres of war to a set of men without feet. 
What could I do? All his exhortations were 
lost on me. I knew it was said, “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved ;” but I did not know what it was to 
believe in Christ. 

I sometimes think I might have been in dark- 
ness and despair now, had it not been for the 
goodness of God in sending a snow-storm one 
Sunday morning, when I was going to a place 
of worship. When I could go no further, I 
turned down a court and came to a little Prim- 
itive Methodist chapel. The Primitive Meth- 
odists are a very useful body,—taking the poor- 
est of the poor and lifting them up from the 
dust-heap to sit among princes. In that chapel 
there might be a dozen or fifteen people. The 
minister did not come that morning: snowed 
up, I suppose. A poor man—a shoemaker, a 
tailor, or something of that sort—went up into 
the pulpit to preach. 

Now, it is well that ministers should be in- 
structed; but this man was really stupid, as 
you would say. If aman could have spoiled a 
sermon, he would have done it. He was obliged 
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to stick to his text, for the simple reason he 
had nothing else to say. The text was, “Look 
unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth.” He did not even pronounce the words 
rightly, but that did not matter. 

There was, I thought, a glimpse of hope for 
me in the text. He began thus: “My dear 
friends, this is a very simple text indeed. It 
says, ‘Look.’ Now that does not take a deal of 
effort. It ain’t lifting your foot or your finger; 
it is just ‘look.? Well, a man need not go to 
college to learn to look. You may be the big- 
gest fool, and yet you can look. A man need 
not be worth a thousand a year to look. Any 
one can look; a child can look. But this is 
what the text says. ‘hen it says, ‘Look unto 
Me’ Ay,” said he, in broad Essex, “many on 
ye are looking to yourselves. No use looking 
there. You'll never find comfort in yourselves. 
Some look to God the Father. No; look to 
Him by-and-by. Jesus Christ says, ‘Look unto 
Me’ Some of you say, ‘I must wait the Spirit’s 
working.’ You have no business with that just 
now. Look to Christ. It runs, ‘Look unto 
Me.’ ” 

Then the good man followed up his text in 
this way: “Look unto Me; [ ain sweating great 
drops of blood; Look unto Me; I am hanging . 
on the cross. Look; I am dead and buried. 
Look unto Me; I rise again. Look unto Me; 
IT ascend; I am sitting at the Father’s right 
hand. Oh, look to Me! look to Me!” When he 
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had got about that length and managed to spin 
out ten minutes or so, he was at the length of 
his tether. Then he looked at me under the gal- 
lery, and I dare say, with so few present, he 
knew me to be a stranger. He then said: 
“Young man, you look very miserable.” Well, 
I did; but I had not been accustomed to have 
remarks made on my personal appearance from 
the pulpit before. However, it was a good blow 
struck. He continued: “And you will always 
be miserable—miserable in life and miserable 
in death—if you do not obey my text. But if 
you obey now, this moment, you will be saved.” 

Then he shouted as only a Primitive Metho- 
dist can: “Young man, look to Jesus Christ; 
look now.” He made me start in my seat; but 
I did look to Jesus Christ, there and then. The 
cloud was gone, the darkness had rolled away, 
and that moment I saw the sun; and I could 
have risen that moment and sung with the most 
enthusiastic of them of the precious blood of 
Christ, and the simple faith which looks alone 
to Him. Oh, that somebody had told me that 
before. ‘Trust Christ, and you shall be saved! 
It was, no doubt, wisely ordered, and I must 
ever say: 


“Her since by faith I saw the stream 
Thy wounds supplied for me, 

Redeeming love has been my theme 
And shall forever be.” 
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LONELY? NO, NOT LONELY. 
BY CARRIE C. DICKINSON. 


LONELY? No, not lonely 
While Jesus standeth by ; 
His presence fills my chamber, 
I know that He is nigh. 
—Psaim 145 :18. 


FRIENDLESS? No, not friendless, 
For Jesus is my friend; 
I change, but He remaineth 
True, faithful, to the end. 
Prov. 18:24. 


TIRED? No, not tired, 
_ While leaning on His breast ; 
My soul hath sweet possession 
Of His eternal rest. 
Matt. 11:28, 29. 


SADDENED? Ah, yes saddened, 
By earth’s deep sin and woe; 
How can I count as nothing 
What grieved my Saviour so? 
—Iuke 19:41. 


HELPLESS? Yes, so helpless, 
But I am leaning hard 
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On the mighty arm of Jesus, 
And He is keeping guard. 
—Isatah 41:10. 


WAITING? Oh yes, waiting, 
He bade me watch and wait; 
I only wonder often, 
What makes my Lord so late. 
—Psalm 130:6. 


HAPPY? Yes, so happy, 
With joy too deep for words, 
A precious, sure foundation, 
A joy that is my Lord’s. 
—I Peter 1:8. 


“Unto you therefore which believe He is pre- 
cious.”—I Peter 2°17. 
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THE MIDNIGHT CRY. 


As I stood in imagination upon the summit 
of a lofty mountain, whose steep and verdant 
brow overlooked the nations of the earth, I 
heard an awful cry of anguish and despair aris- 
ing from the lips of a vast multitude of human 
souls below. And as I looked down into the 
vale which was lying out-stretched beneath my 
feet, I saw a sight that filled my soul with won- 
der and amazement. Men, women and chil- 
dren were running to and fro, wringing their 
hands and weeping bitterly because they had 
awakened from their sleep to discover that some 
dear one had suddenly and mysteriously been 
snatched from their side. The husband was 
crying for his wife, and the wife for her hus- 
band, but neither could find the other; for the 
Lord of heaven had come for His Bride, and 
had called her, saying, “Rise up, My love, My 
fair one, and come away; for the winter is 
‘past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers ap- 
pear on the earth; the time of the singing of 
birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land; the fig tree putteth forth 
her green figs, and the vines with the tender 
grapes give a good smell. Arise, My love, My 
fair one, and come away.” 

And the heart of the Bride when she heard 
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the call of her Beloved leaped for joy, and 
stretched forth her hands to welcome the com- 
ing of her Lord, who, witha loud shout of vic- 
tory, caught her up in His arms and bore her in 
ecstasy to her Father’s house on high. So 
silent and so mysterious was the rapid transi- 
tion of the Bride that her disappearance caused 
ereat alarm and consternation throughout the 
earth. Fear and trembling was upon all men, 
and their knees smote together, for they wist 
not what had happened, neither remembered 
they the Scriptures, “Lo, I come as a thief.” 
Then they ran to and fro on the earth, saying 
one unto the other, “What is the meaning of 
this great mystery, and whither have our be- 
loved ones gone?” And as they thus marvelled 
among themslves, methought I saw a flash of 
light break through the heavens and spread it- 
self over the vale beneath. And, lo! as the light 
shone through the vale a cry of astonishment 
burst from the lips of all the people congregated 
there together, “It is the Lord! It is the 
Lord !” they cried; “and He has come and taken 
His beloved ones to Himself.” Then many re- 
membered the promises of His Word, and how 
it is written, “There shall be two in a bed, one 
shall be taken and the other left.” And as 
they thought of these words they bowed their 
heads to the ground and cried with a loud voice, 
“Lord, Lord, open Thou to us.” But their 
cry was in vain, for the Lord had come and 
gathered the first fruits to Himself. And they 
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turned away in their sorrow because they had 
failed to look for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of their Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. And as I gazed upon this wondrous 
scene, my heart, although saddened to behold 
the disappointment of the many left behind, 
was nevertheless gladdened and cheered to be- 
hold how great was the multitude that had 
found joy and rest in the arms of their beloved 
King and Lord. 
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A SHORT STORY. 
BY TALLIE MORGAN. 


; The Newman M. E. Church is the largest 
_in the city of Bloombarre, having over 800 
members. | 

The Official Board is in session. 

A very animated discussion is going on over 
the withdrawal of twenty-seven of the members 
of the church. 

Dr. Williamson the eloquent pastor, is speak- 
ing 

“T admit that in point of numbers, twenty- 
seven out of over eight hundred would make but 
very little difference, but see who the twenty- 
seven are—the very ones who carry on our 
prayer meetings and attend to the spiritual 
affairs of the church. It is true that 
they are not the wealthy part of our church, 
but a church cannot be run with money alone.” 

“Brother Williamson,” spoke up the Hon. 
Charles Smith, a member of the Legislature, “I 
say let them go; we will get along much better 
without them. ‘They have grown crazy over 
the Prohibition party and right here in our 
prayer meeting some of them have grown so 
bold as to declare that any man who did not 
vote their ticket was supporting the liquor traf- 
fic. Now, I claim to be as good a prohibitionist 
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as any man in the Prohibition party, and in- 
deed, a better prohibitionist, for the reason that 
I had the honor of voting for the enactment of 
our present high license law, which has done 
more for temperance than the Prohibition party 
will ever accomplish.” 

Then Judge Grant, one of the county Judges, 
spoke up “Gentlemen, this recent discussion 
about the church being the bulwark of the 
liquor traffic is nothing short of blasphemy in 
calling the faithful followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ the upholders of the rum-traffic, the 
greatest curse the world has ever seen. I agree 
with Brother Smith, let those Prohibition 
cranks go, and our church will then go on in 
peaec.” (Applause from the other members of 
the Board.) 

“Of course,” said Dr. Williamson, “we will 
have to give them their letters, for we can find 
no fault with their Christian character. But 
we have none to take their places in the public 
prayer service. This is one of the evils of 
bringing politics into religion; they won’t mix. 
The Grand Old Republican party is a good 
enough temperance party for me, and while it 
is not up to the standard on the temperance 
question that I would like to see it, yet I am 
not going to throw away my vote on a party 
that hasn’t a ghost of a chance of electing its 
candidates.” (Applause. ) 

“T don’t understand what these fanatical 
Prohibitionists want,” said the Hon. Mr. Smith. 
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“Our church as a church has declared that the 
‘ligour traffic cannot be legalized without sin,’ 
and nothing stronger than that could be uttered. 
The man who sells liquor for a living 1s worse 
than a—” 

Just then there was a sharp knock on the 
door. i 

“Come in,” responded the double-bass voice 
of Dr. Williamson. 

The door opened and the portly form of the 
saloon-keeper across the street appeared in the 
doorway. He was the first to break the oppres- 
sive silence: 


“Gentlemen, knowing this to be your regu- ~~ 


lar meeting night, I decided to come over and 
inform you that I and my family have made up 
our minds to join your church and help along 
the good work you are doing.” 

The speech was greeted with dumb astonish- 
ment by the members of the Board. Dr. Wil- 
liamson was the first to speak: ; 

“Have you given up the saloon business ?” 

“No sir,” replied the saloon-keeper. 

“Are you going to?” 

“No sir; I am conducting a respectable place 
and see no reason why I should.” 

“W-e-ll,” slowly replied the Doctor, “our 
church rules prohibit us from taking in dealers 
in liquors, and for that reason, we must refuse 

oils 

“Oh,” said the saloon-keeper, a flush of anger 
coming into his already florid face, “I was not 
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aware of that. On what ground does your 
church refuse to admit saloon-keepers ?” 

“On the ground that they are engaged in a 
buisness that sends souls to hell,” replied Dr. 
Williamson. “The Bible says that no drunkard 
shall inherit the kingdom of God, and therefore 
no drunkard-maker can. More than that, our 
Board of Bishops has declared that the liquor 
traffic cannot be legalized without sin.” 

The saloon-keeper was thoroughly aroused by 
this time, and in a suppressed angry tone he 
asked: “Do you know that a great many of 
your members are regular customers of mine?” 

“IT have heard that some were,” said Dr. 
Williamson.” 

“Do you know that two of this Official Board, 
now in this room, are among my regular cus- 
tomers ?” 

No reply, but two very red faces showed who 
had been hit. 

“Do you know that I got my license from 
Judge Grant, who sits right here, for which I 
paid the regular license fee ?” 

“Hold on,” said Judge Grant, “you are going 
too fast, my friend; I do not make the laws, 
and am compelled by the license law to grant 
licenses; therefore I am not responsible.” 

“Well, the law was enacted by Mr. Smith, 
there, and other Republicans.” 

“Yon can’t place the responsibility on me,” 
said Mr. Smith. “I carried out the wishes of 
those who elected me. Had I been elected on a 
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Prohibition platform I would have voted for 
a prohibitory law. My party stands for high 
license and I voted for the law.” 

‘“T understand that fully,” said the saloon- 
keeper, “but I voted for you; so did Judge 
Grant; so did Dr. Williamson; the rest of this 
Board and the great majority of the voters in 
your church. I took it for granted that all who 
voted for you believed in license. Now, I am 
politely told that I cannot join this heaven- 
bound band and that I shall go to hell. Dr. 
Williamson here, voted for you Smith, to pass 
a license law which compels Judge Grant to 
give to me a license—to go to hell! I am the 
fourth party to the agreement and without the 
consent of you three I could not engage in the 
whiskey business. You three are bound for 
heaven, where you will wear crowns and play on 
golden harps, while I am to suffer the torments 
of the damned! Gentlemen, if your Bible is 
true, and I go to hell for selling whiskey, you 
will go with me to hell for voting to give me 
the legal right of doing so. Goop Niq@nrt.” 

With that he vanished, closing the door be- 
hind him with a vigorous slam. 

The members of the Official Board looked 
steadfastly on the floor, each one seemingly 
afraid of breaking the silence. They were 
Christian men; believed they were doing their 
Christian duty. But the saloon-keeper, in his 
fierce arraignment of those present, had placed 
a tremendous responsibility on their shoulders. 
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Each one was doing some pretty serious think- 
ing when Dr. Williamson ended the silence by 
saying slowly 

“Brethren, that saloon-keeper told us some 
terrible truths. Brethren, our hands are not 
clean nor our skirts unspotted. Let us go ome 
and pray for light. From O. I. C. 
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 
Luke x. 30—35. 


A certain man essayed to go 

From Salem down to Jericho, 

But as he travelled on his way 

Some barbarous thieves in ambush lay, 
Who stripp’d and wounded him, then fled, 
And left him on the road as dead 

A Priest, soon after, passing by 

Unpitied let the suff’rer le; 

And after him a Levite came, 

Who, as unfeeling, did the same. 

At length a kind Samaritan 

Relieved the miserable man; 

He dressed his wounds with healing bain 
And to prevent from further harm, 

He placed him on his beast, and bare 

Him onward with the gentlest care. 

When coming to an inn, the host 

He thus addressed: “I’ll pay the cost, 
“If you this sufferer will take, 

“And treat him kindly for my sake.” 


REFLECTIONS. 


How many Christians do we see 
Devoid of generosity ; 

The Priest and Levite well describe 
The narrow-minded, hoarding tribe, 
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Who pass their suffering brother by, 
And view his pangs with careless eye— 
And let the straightened bigot’s name 
Sink down into the shades of shame, 
When the Samaritan can do 

Such acts of kindness to his foe, 

But O, my thoughts, still higher soar, 
And one more bountiful adore: 

That good Samaritan was He, 

My soul who bled and died for thee,— 
Who gave his own blest life to save 
Mine from an everlasting grave. 

He binds the wounds that sin has made, 
And by bis tender care conveyed, 
Leaning upon His gentle breast, 

We enter everlasting rest. 


NOTES. 


The parable of the good Samaritan was de- 
livered by our Lord, in answer to the question. 
“Who is my neighbor?” which question one had 
proposed to him from a desire to know how he 
would explain the commandment, “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as Thyself.” The illustra- 
tion of our Lord is peculiarly beautiful. As 
he had to meet the prejudices of Jews on the 
occasion, he represents the distress on the side 
of the Jew, and the charity on that of the 
Samaritan. The case supposed was not im- 
possible, and therefore came home to the feel- 
ings of the Jews who were present whep our 
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Lord asked, “Which now of these three, think- 
est thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among 
thieves?” and constrained them to give at least 
a silent assent to his inference, when the Lawyer 
replid, “He that showed mercy on him.” The 
parable receives more force, when it is under- 
stood that ithe Jews and Samaritans were great 
enemies to each other. The Samaritans were 
those who inhabited Samaria, which city and 
province they were sent to people when the Jews 
were carried away captive into Babylon. They 
afterwards embraced the Jewish faith, but de- 
parted shamefully to idolatry; and they were 
very fickle and faithless. When the Jews were 
prosperous, they called themselves by their 
name, but when they were in suffering they 
would not own the connection. The hatred be- 
tween them rose so high, that if a Jew and a 
Samaritan met in a narrow way, they were ex- 
ceedingly careful that they might pass without 
touching each other, for fear of pollution on 
each side. The kindness of this Samaritan, 
therefore, appears in a strong light, when this 
enmity is recollected; for he not only touched 
the poor Jew, but dressed his wounds, and car- 
ried him in his arms to set him on his beast, 
as well as provided for his necessities at the 
inn. And it is supposed in the parable that he 
also tore his very garments to pieces to dress 
his wounds and bind them up, having quite un- 
expectedly met with the sufferer, for whose state 
he was wholly unprepared. He is likewise 
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described as pouring into the wounds oil and 
wine, which he carried with him for refresh- 
ments on his journey, and which were also used 
for surgical purposes to relieve the wounded. 
Eastern inns do no more than afford the trav- 
eller a shelter, the rooms being altogether un- 
furnished. The wayfaring man brings his own 
mattrass, with his own provisions; and this 
poor man had been plundered of all. When, 
therefore, the Samaritan departed he delivered 
his charge to the host, and left two-pence as a 
provision for his immediate necessities, pledg- 
ing himself to return and repay every expense. 
The pence were Roman pence, and equal to 
fifteen pence of our money which would have 
paid the day laborer of those times for two days’ 
work. The road from Jerusalem to Jerico was 
very dangerous, and lay through a kind of wild- 
erness, and so many robberies were committeed 
that it was called the Bloody Way. This shows 
the propriety of fixing the scene of the parable 
on that spot. The J. M. 
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ALABASTER BOXES. 


Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house 
of Simon the leper, there came unto him a wo- 
man having an alabaster box of very precious 
ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat 
at meat. 

—Matthew xxvi. 6-7. 





Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that, 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: 
for this is the law and the prophets. 

—Matthew vii, 12. 





Do not keep the alabaster boxes of your love 
and tenderness sealed up until your friends 
are dead, but fill their lives with sweetness. 
Speak approving and cheering words while their 
ears can hear them, and while their hearts can 
be thrilled and made happier by them. The 
kind things you will say after they are gone, 
say before they go. The flowers you mean to 
send for their coffins, bestow now, and so brigh- 
ten and sweeten their homes before they leave 
them. 

If my friends have alabaster boxes laid away. 
full of fragrant perfumes of sympathy and 
affection, which they intend to break over my 
dead body, I would rather they would bring 
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them now in my weary and troubled hours and 
open them, that I may be refreshed and cheered, 
while I need them and can enjoy them. I would 
rather have a plain coffin without a flower, and 
a funeral without an eulogy, than a life without 
the sweetness of love and sympathy. Let us 
learn to anoint our friends beforehand for their 
burial. 

Postmortem kindness canot cheer the burd- 
ened spirit. Flowers on the coffin shed no 
fragrance backward over the weary way by 
which the loved ones have traveled. 
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THE STARLESS CROWN. 





“They that turn many to righteousness shall 
shine as the stars for ever and ever.” 
Dan xii a, 





Wearied and worn with earthly cares, 
I yielded to repose, 
And soon before my raptured sight, 
A glorious vision rose: 
I thought, whilst, slumbering on my couch 
In midnight’s solemn gloom, 
I heard an angel’s silvery voice, 
And radiance fill’d my room. 


A gentle touch awaken’d me,— 
A gentle whisper said; 

“Arise, O sleeper, follow me;” 
And thro’ the air we fled. 

We left the earth so far away 
That like a speck it seem’d, 

And heavenly glory, calm and pure, 
Across our pathway stream’d. 


Still on we went,—my soul 
Was wrapt in silent ecstacy 

I wondered what the end would be, 
What next would meet mine eye. 

I knew not how we journey’d through 


The pathless fields of light. 
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When suddenly a change was wrought, 
And I was clothed wm white. 


We stood before a city’s wall 
Most glorious to behold 
We pass’d thro’ gates of glistening pearl, 
O’er streets of purest gold; 
It needed not the sun by day, 
The silver moon by night ; 
The glory of the Lord was there, 
The Lamb Himself its light. 


Bright angels paced the shining streets, 
Sweet music filled the air, 

And white-rob’d saints with glit’ring crowns, 
From every clime were there; 

And some, that I had loved on earth 
Stood with them round the throne, 

“All worthy is the Lamb,” they sang, 
“The glory His alone.” 


But fairer far than all beside, 
I saw my Saviour’s face: 

And. as I gazed he smiled on me 
With wondrous love and grace. 

Lowly I bow’d before His throne, 
O’er-joy’d that I at last 

Had gained the objec! of my hopes; 
That earth at length was past. 

And then in solemn tones He said, 
“Where is the diadem 
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That ought to sparkle on thy brow— 
Adorn’d with many a gem? 

I know thou hast believed on Me, 
And life through Me is thine, 

But where are all those radiant stars? 
That in thy crown should shine? 


“Yonder thou seest a glorious throng, 
And stars on every brow? 

For every soul they led to Me, 
They wear a jewel now! 

And such thy bright reward had been 
If such had been thy deed, 

If thou hadst sought some wand’ring feet 
In path of peace to lead. 


“T did not mean that thou should’st thread 
The way of life alone, 
But that the clear and shining light 
Which round thy footsteps shone, 
Should guide some other weary feet 
To My bright home of rest, 
And thus, in blessing those around, 
Thou hadst thyself been blest.” 


The vision faded from my sight, 
The voice no longer spake. 
A spell seemed brooding o’er my soul 
Which long I fear’d to break, 
And when at last I gazed around 
In morning’s glimmering light, 
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My spirit fell o’erwhelm’d beneath 
That vision’s awful might. 


I rose and wept with chasten’d joy 
That yet I dwelt below, 

‘That yet another hour was mine, 
My faith by works to show; 

That yet some sinner I might tell 
Of Jesus’ dying love, 

And help to lead some weary soul 
To seek a home above. 


And now, while on the earth I stay, 
My motto this shall be 

“To live no longer to myself, 
But Him who died for me!” 

And graven on my inmost soul 
'This word of truth divine, 

“They that turn many to the Lord, 
Bright as the stars shall shine.” 
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THE SECOND ADVENT IN ITS RE- 
LATION TO THE CHURCH. 


The Church—what is it? Not a building of 
brick or stone. Not a sect. Neither is it any 
ecclesiastical system of doctrine or discipline. 
It is the aggregate of all true believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, whether Jew or Gentile; 
constituting one body, of which Christ is the 
Head—the Husband; and the Church His 
Bride. The Holy Spirit, in the personal absence 
of the Lord Jesus, is now on a similar mis- 
sion for Christ as that of Eliezer for Isaac; He 
not only convinces a sinner of his sin and dan- 
ger, and of his need of such a Saviour, but He 
also shows the wisdom in accepting such an 
offer by setting forth the beauty and riches of 
the Bridegrom, so that when the question is 
pressed home “Wilt thou go with this man?” 
the answer is “I will go.” The Holy Spirit 
will have completed His mission in this dispen- 
sation when he has gathered the Church; then 
our blessed Lord will return in person to save 
Israel as a nation, and through Israel to bless 
the world. 

This dispensation for gathering the Church 
was not clearly revealed in the Old Testament 
Scriptures. Let us take the position of Jews 
1900 years ago with the Old Testament Hebrew 
Scriptures in our hands and see what those 
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Scriptures authorise us to expect. Summed up 
as brieflyas possible it amounts to this—Messiah 
is coming of the house of David, to bless our 
nation and through us to bless the entire world. 
When Messiah came and was rejected by His 
nation, and the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the scattering of the nation threatened, and 
when, notwithstanding, Gentiles were being 
converted; Christian Jews seemed confounded. 
They were well aware that the Gentiles were to 
be blessed, for of such promises their Scriptures 
were full from the call of Abraham onward but 
the Gentiles were to be blessed through the 
Jews, and the Jews being naturally rejected, 
how could Gentiles be saved now seemed to be 
the difficulty. If saved now, they must be cir- 
eumcised and keep the law of Moses, and thus 
become Jews. They could not deny the reality 
of Gentile conversions under Peter’s preaching 
at Cesarea. This led to a council of the apos- 
tles held at Jerusalem, as recorded in the 15th 
chapter of the Acts. Peter stated his facts, in 
verses 7 to 11, respecting the conversion of Gen- 
tiles, in the clearest manner possible, and pro- 
tested against the necessity of making them 
Jews. Then Barnabas and Paul rehearsed the 
signs and wonders God had wrought among the 
Gentiles by them. And after they had held 
their peace, James answered, saying, Brethren, 
hearken unto me: Symeon hath rehearsed how 
first God did visit the Gentiles, to take out of 
them a people for His name. And to this agree 
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the words of the prophets: as it is written after 
these things I will return, and I will build 
again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen; 
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I 
will set it up; that the residue of men may seek 
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, &c. 

Here we have plainly taught the purpose of 
this dispensation in relation to Gentile conver- 
sion, and that is—“‘to take out from the Gen- 
tiles a people for His name” and not the con- 
version of the Gentile world, that will take place 
after the return of our Lord and the conversion 
of the Jewish nation. The late Dr. Hugh Mc- 
Neile, thirty years ago, in a thrilling speech at 
Eixeter Hall, said in my hearing, “there are 
four steps in the world’s conversion—some 
Jews, some Gentiles, the nation of the Jews, 
and the nations of the Gentiles.” Some Jews— 
called “a remnant according to the election of 
grace;” some Gentiles—called “a people taken 
out for His name;” these together forming the 
Church—the second Eve of the second Adam. 
Then, “after this I will return?’ that is, come 
back agam, and rebuild the tabernacle of David, 
that the residue of men may seek after the 
Lord, and all the Gentiles, &c. This dispen- 
sation, so far from being the last, was not 
clearly revealed in the Old Testament at all. 
Even the sacrifices of the Levitical law were 
not clearly seen by the officer to point to the 
sacrifice of Christ they so pointed in the Divine 
mind, but not necessarily in the mind of the 
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offerer. Obedience in the offerer was the thing 
acceptable to God, so that the Holy Spirit saw 
it necessary to give through a converted Jew a 
Divine letter to the Jews, called the Epistle of 
the Hebrews, explaining to them the meaning 
of the sacrifices they were offering as pointing 
to the sacrifice and priesthood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and even the plain statements of a 
suffering and atoning Saviour, as given in 
Tsaiah liii., needed an explanation from a Di- 
vinely sent messenger, even though the inquirer 
was an intelligent Jewish eunuch. This elective 
dispensation, so far from being the last, was 
not clearly revealed in the Old Testament, but 
was made known by the Holy Spirit through 
the Apostles after the rejection of the Lord 
Jesus, and the consequent temporary national 
rejection of the Jews. See Ephesians ii, 1-12. 
“Hor this cause I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ, in behalf of you Gentiles—if so be that 
ye have heard of the dispensation of 
that grace of God which was given me to you- 
ward; how that by revelation was made known 
unto me the mystery, as I wrote afore in 
few words, whereby, when ye read, ye can per- 
-celve my understanding in the mystery of 
Christ; which in other generations was not 
made known unto the sons of men, as it hath 
now been revealed unto His holy apostles and 
prophets in the Spirit ; to wit, that the Gentiles 
are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of the 
body, and fellow-partakers of the promise in 
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Christ Jesus through the Gospel... and to 
make all men see what is the dispensation of 
the mystery which from all ages had been hid 
in God who created all things; to the intent 
that now unto the principalities and the powers 
in the heavenly places might be made known 
through the Church the manifold wisdom of 
God, according to the eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Here we have something made known by the 
Holy Spirit which had not been known in any 
other generation. What is it? Why, that indi- 
vidual sinners—Jews and Gentiles—on common 
ternis, are to share the blessing of salvation in 
Christ, and are to form together one new body— 
the Church, through which is to be illustrated 
the manifold wisdom of God. 

Speaking of the afflictions of Christ in His 
flesh, Paul says, in Col. i. 24-26, these are “for 
His body’s sake, which is the Church; whereof I 
was made a minister, according to the dispensa- 
tion of God which was given me to you-ward, to 
fulfil the word of God, even the mystery which 
hath been hid from all ages and generations ; 
but now hath it been manifested to His saints.” 
We have also the same doctrine taught in 
Romans xvi. 25, 26, where Paul speaks of “the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery which hath been kept 
m silence through times eternal, but now is 
manifested.” 

There was a first Adam and a first Eve. 
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There is a second Adam and a second Eve. The 
first Adam was put to sleep, and awoke to hold 
fellowship with Eve. The second Adam was 
put to sleep, and in resurrection life is uniting 
Eve, the Church to Himself. The first Adam 
said of Eve, “Bone of my bone and flesh of 
my flesh.” The second Adam acknowledges 
His Church as “members of His body, of His 
flesh, and of His bones.” Let it be distinctly 
understood, this dispensation is not for the con- 
version of the world. All the Church organi- 
zations and Missionary Societies in the world 
will never in this dispensation convert the 
world. ‘This is a sort of parenthetical dispen- 
sation for gathering the Church composed of 
individual believers of all nations—Jews and 
Gentiles. These are being gathered in the 
“times of the Gentiles,’ during which Jeru- 
salem is to be trodden down, and the Jews uni- 
versally dispersed. If the world were to be 
converted in this dispensation the world would 
become the Church, and all the passages of 
Scripture relating to the Church and the world, 
would be thrown into utter confusion; never- 
theless, it is a very prevalent notion among the 
Churches that this dispensation is gradually to 
develop into the millenium and convert the 
world. A distinguished and eloquent minister 
said to me at a dinner table, in Bristol, some 
years ago, “Do you believe in the restoration 
of the Jews?” I replied, “yes.” “But do you also 
believe in the pre-millenial advent of Christ ?” 
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he asked. To which I replied, “why not?” 
“This doctrine,” he said, “I regard as the sin 
against Holy Ghost.” I remained silent, after- 
wards we changed the subject. His idea was 
this— the world is to be converted; this is the 
only dispensation for converting it; the Holy 
Spirit is the agent in converting it—therefore, 
to believe that Christ is to come before its con- 
version is to blaspheme the Holy Ghost. Is it 
not wiser to ascertain exactly what the Holy 
Ghost has said, and believe that, than to put 
our mistakes in the place of Holy Ghost teach- 
ing, and then call the denial of our mistakes 
the sin against the Holy Ghost? 

The gathering of the Church being the pur- 
pose of this dispensation, the second advent of 
our blessed Lord is the true hope of the Church. 

‘In 1 Timothy i. 1, we have it beautifully 
stated in the revised version, “Christ Jesus our 
hope.” He himself is our Hope as He Him- 
self is our Peace. We are instructed in Titus 
li. 12, 13, “that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly and right- 
-eously and godly in this present world (age) 
looking for the blessed hope and the appearing 
of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” In 1 Cor. i. 7, we are told that the 
Corinthian Christians came “behind in no gift; 
waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Turn to 1 Cor. xv. 20. “But now hath 
Christ been raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of them that are asleep.” Verse 23, “But each 
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in his own order: Christ the first fruits; then 
they that are Christ’s at His coming.” Here 
between the resurrection of Christ and the re- 
surrection of those who are Christ’s at His com- 
ing which is yet future, we have already nearly 
2000 years. Now see verse 25, “Then cometh 
the end, when he shall deliver up the king- 
dom to God, even to the Father.” 'This verse ex- 
tends to the end of the millennial era. Our Lord 
receives the kingdom from the Father at the 
commencement of the millennium, and delivers 
it up to the Father at the end. So our Lord’s 
prayer is “Thy kingdom come”—not the mil- 
lennial kingdom of the Son, but the eternal 
kingdom of the Father. Now look at verse 51, 
“Behold, I tell you a mystery we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.” 

In 1 Thess. 1. 9, we are told how the Thessa- 
lonians “turned unto God from idols, to serve 
a living and true God and to wait for His Son 
from heaven.” See also, chapter iv. 13-18, how 
this blessed hope was intended to minister to 
their comfort. “But we would not have you 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them that fell 
asleep: that ye sorrow not, even as the rest, 
which have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring 


* 
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with Him. For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we that are alive, that 
are left unto the coming of the Lord, shall in 
no wise precede them that are fallen asleep. 
For the Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven, with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first; then we that are 

alive, that are left, shall together with them — 
be caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.” Mark, it does not say, “frighten 
one another with these words.” And then at 
the close of this first Epistle the Apostle prays 
for their entire sanctification and that their 
spirit, soul, and body may be preserved entire, 
“without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” To the Philippians, the Apostle says, 
in chapter ui. 20, 21, “For our citizenship is 
in heaven ; from whence also we wait for a Sav- 
tour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall fashion 
anew the body of our humiliation, that it may 
be conformed to the body of His glory, and 
then he urges the praetical outcome of this 
blessed hope on the Colossian Christians in 
chapter in. 1-4, “If then ye were raised to- 
gether with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is seated on the right hand 
of God. Set your mind on the things that are 
above, not on the things that are upon the 
earth. For ye died, and your life is hid with 
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Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, 
shall be manifested then shall ye also with Him 
be manifested in glory.” 

Plainly then the second advent of our Lord is 
the scriptural hope of the believer. This is so 
plain, and so frequently expressed that there 
is no denying it. How then is its force evaded, 
and its blessedness missed by multitudes of 
Christians? We answer largely because they 
have been, and are still taught that the coming 
.of our Lord and death are one and the same 
thing. This we regard as one of the most un- 
scriptural doctrines ever taught by pulpit or 
by press. We ask all Christians to protest 
against it whenever they hear it or read it. 
Death is not the coming of Christ for us. 
Death is rather a telegram to summon us to 
Him. A telegram from a friend in America 
calling us out there, and that friend coming in 
person to fetch us, are not the same thing, be- 
sides at death Christ must either come in body 
or in spirit. In body He cannot, for His body 
can only be in one place at once, and many are 
called away at the same moment; neither in 
spirit can He be said to come at death, for in 
spirit He is ever with the believer “Lo, I am 
with you always.” “T will never leave thee ;” and 
how can He be said to come for a person with 
whom He ever lives? Besides, one single passage 
in Scripture known and understood would have 
prevented Christians from falling into this com- 
mon error, Look at the latter part of the last . 
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chapter of St. John’s Gospel, in verses 18 and 
19 our riscn Lord made a special revelation to 
Peter that he would die, and that he would 
glorify God by a martyr’s death. Peter then 
asks what will become of John. In the 22nd 
verse “Jesus saith unto him, if I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow 
thou me. This saying therefore, went forth 
among the breihren, that that disciple should 
not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, that he 
should not die; but, if I will that he tarry 
til I come, what is that unto thee?’ Now 
plainly the disciples, under the immediate in- 
struction of the Lord Himself, had no idea that 
death and the Lord’s coming were one and the 
same thing; for as soon as there was a bare 
possibility that John might be alive at the 
Lord’s return, they inferred that John would 
not die. How strange that any one should ever 
have identified death with the coming of the 
Lord and giver of life! 

Christ’s coming for His Church, His Bride, 
is the Bride’s true hope. She meets Him in 
the air according to Thessalonians. The mar- 
riage of the Lamb takes place according to the 
opening of Revelation chapter xix. In the mid- 
dle of the same chapter heaven opens and Christ 
returns to earth; and at the end, of the chapter 
a great war is going on; and in the opening ~ 
of the 20th chapter the devil is chained and 
the millennial reign begins. It seems that the 
Judgment of rewards will take place at the 
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marriage of the Lamb. There are four dis- 
tinct judgment in Holy Scripture. The first 
is the judgment of sin on the cross. All be- 
lievers in Christ have passed through that judg- 
ment in the person of their substitute. “Who 
shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect ?” 
The second is the judgment of rewards for the 
saints at the coming of Christ according to 
1 Cor. iii. 11-15, when all work—gifts of service 
and of substance—will be tested. Done for 
Christ or done for self. Done for the praise 
of men—wood, hay, stubbe—destined for the fire 
done for the glory of Christ—gold, silver, and 
precious stones. The third is the judgment of 
nations according to Matthew xxv.; and the 
fourth, the judgment of individuals from the 
great white throne at the end of the millen- 
nium. 

It is well to be aware of the leading char- 
acteristics of society at the close of this dispen- 
sation. In 2 Timothy i. 1-5, we are certainly 
not told to look out for gradual improvement 
but the reverse. “But know this, that in the 
last days grievous times shall come. For men 
shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boast- 
ful, haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy, without natural affection, im- 
placable, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, 
no lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, puffed 
up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 
holding a form of godliness, but having denied 
the power thereof; from these also turn away.” 
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See also 1 Timothy iv. 1-3. “But the Spirit 
saith expressly, that in later times some shall 
fall away from the faith giving heed to seduc- 
ing spirits and doctrines of demons, through 
the hypocrisy of men that speak les, branded 
in their own conscience as with a hot iron; 
forbidding to marry and commanding to ab- 
stain from meats, which God created to be re- 
ceived with thanksgiving by them that believe 
and know the truth.” 

This does not, we think refer at all to the 
celibacy of the Roman clergy, or to the partial 
abstinence from animal food by the Popish 
Church; but has reference to modern spiritual- 
ism which denies the obligation of the marriage 
bond; and is teaching abstinence from animal 
food as facilitating communion with the spirit 
world. We are also told that as it was in the 
days of Noah, and in the days of Sodom, so 
shall it be in the day when the Son of man 
is revealed. 

Certainly those days were not millennial days, 
but days in which all flesh had corrupted its 
way and was ripe for judgment. 

In the latter part of the ninth chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews we have three appear- 
ings of the Lord referred to—past, present and 
future. 

In verse 26 we have the past, “but now once 
at the end of the ages hath He been manifested 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” 

In verse 24 we have the present, “For Christ 
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entered . . . into heaven itself, now to appear 
before the face of God for us; and in verse 
28 we have the future appearing, “so Christ 
also, having been once offered to bear the sins 
of many, shall appear a second time, apart from 
sin, to them that wait for Him, unto salvation.” 

Though I would not dogmatize on a matter 
of such moment, and on which good men differ, 
and will differ, I feel strongly inclined to be- 
heve that whilst the dead in Christ will all be 
raised at His coming for His Bride; only those 
will be changed and caught up amongst the 
living saints, who look for, wait for, and love 
His appearing. Many Christians neither look 
for Him nor love His appearing—indeed are 
living out of communion with their Lord, and 
in practice of sin. Such, I humbly think, will 
be left behind to pass through the “tribulation,” 
culminating in the days of antichrist; so that 
we are appropriately warned to “watch at every 
season, making supplication, that ye may pre- 
vail to escape all these things that shall come 
to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.” 
This seems to be the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. 

Christ is really coming again, and perhaps 
soon. He will come with the suddenness of the 
lightning’s flash. He will come in a moment, 
and the ready, waiting, watching ones, will be 
changed in a moment, nay quicker—‘“in the 
twinkling of an eye.’ The blessing of the 
ready ones will be measured by the loss of the 
unready ones. 
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Scoffers will continue to say “Where is the 
promise of His coming?” Unfaithful servants 
will continue to say, “My Lord delayeth His 
coming,” but the waiting, watching ones will 
continue joyfully to say in response to their 
Lord’s “Yea I come quickly,” “Amen: Come, 
Lord Jesus.” (Revised version. ) 

Oh, that we may so live, so labour, so watch, 
so pray, that we may be ready to meet Him 
at a moment’s notice,—yea, without notice— 
that we may not be ashamed before Him at His 
coming. 


v 
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THE INFIDEL DUMFOUNDED BY 
Pe oile sc OUR PROOES OF EOE 
TRUTH OF THE BIBLE. 





LESLIE’S FOUR MARKS. 


Sir.—In answer to your letter, | much con- 
dole with you upon the unhappy circumstances 
of your being placed among such company, 
where, as you say, you continually hear the 
sacred Scriptures, and the histories therein con- 
tained, particularly those of Moses and of 
Christ, and all revealed religion, turned into 
ridicule by men who set up for sense and rea- 
son; and who say that there is ho greater 
ground to believe in Christ than in Mahomet; 
that all these pretenses to revelation are cheats, 
and ever have been, among Pagans, Jews, Ma- 
hometans, and Christians; that they are all 
alike impositions of cunning and designing men 
upon the credulity, at first, of simple and un- 
thinking people, till, their numbers increasing, 
their delusions grew popular, and they came at 
last to be established by laws; and that then 
the force of education and custom gave a bias 
to the judgments of after ages, till such deceits 
came really to be believed, being received upon 
trust from the ages foregoing, without people 
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examining into the original and bottom of 
them. This is what these modern men of sense 
(as they desire to be esteemed) say that they 
only do, that they only have their judgments 
freed from the slavish authority of precedents | 
and laws in matters of truth, which they say, 
ought only to be decided by reason. 

Now, sir, that which you desire, from me is 
some short topic of reason, if such can be 
found, whereby without running to authorities, 
and the intricatemazes of learning, which breed 
long disputes, and which these men of reason 
deny by wholesale ;—though they can give no 
reason for it, only supposing that authors have 
been imposed upon us interpolated and cor- 
rupted, so that no stress can be laid upon them, 
though it cannot be shown wherein they are so 
corrupted; which, in reason ought to lie upon 
them to prove who allege it; otherwise it is not 
only a precarious, but a guilty plea; and the 
more, that they refrain not from quoting books 
on their side, for whose authority there are no 
better, or not so good, grounds. However, you 
say, it makes your disputes endless, and they 
go away boasting that there is nothing, at least 
nothing certain, to be said on the Christian 
side. Therefore you are desirous to find some 
one topic of reason, which should demonstrate 
the truth of the Christian religion, and, at the 
same time, distinguish it from the impostures 
of Mahomet and of the whole Pagan world; 
that our Deists may be brought to this test, and 
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be either obliged to renounce their reason, and 
the common reason of mankind, or to submit 
to the clear proof, from reason of the Christian 
religion; which must be such a proof as no 
imposture can pretend to, otherwise it cannot 
prove the Christian religion not to be an im- 
posture. And wheiher such a proof, one single 
proof, to avoid confusion, is not to be found 
out, you desire to know from me. 

And you say that you cannot imagine but that 
there must be such a proof, because every truth 
is in itself clear, and one; and therefore, that one 
reason for it, if it be the true reason, must be 
sufficient; and if sufficient, it is better than 
many; for multiplicity counfounds, especially 
weak judgments. 

Sir, you have imposed a hard task upon me: 
I wish I could perform it. For though every 
truth is one, yet our sight is so feeble, that we 
cannot always come to it directly, but by many 
inferences, and laying of things together. 

But I think, that in the case before us, there 
is such a proof as you require, and I will set it 
down as briefly and as plainly as I can. 

First, then I suppose that the truth of the 
doctrine of Christ will be sufficiently evinced, 
if the matters of fact which are recorded of 
Him in the Gospels, be true; for His miracles, 
if true, do vouch the truth of what He delivered. 

The same is to be said as to Moses. If he 
brought the children of Israel through the Red 
Sea in that miraculous manner which ig re- 
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lated in Exodus, and did such other wonderful 
things as are there told of him, it must neces- 
sarily follow that he was sent from God these 
being the strongest proofs ihat we can desire, 
and which every Deist will confess he would 
acquiesce in, if he saw them with his eyes. 
Therefore the stress of this cause will depend 
upon the proof of these matters of fact. 

The method I will take is, First, to lay 
down such rules, as to the truth or matters 
of fact in general, that where they all meet, such 
matters of fact cannot be false. And then, 
SECONDLY, to show that all these rules meet in 
the matters of fact of Moses and of Christ; and 
that they do not meet in the matters of fact of 
Mahomet, of the heathen deities, nor can possi- — 
bly meet in any imposture whatsover. 

The rules are these: 

1st. That the matter of fact be such as that 
men’s outward senses, their eyes and ears, may 
be judges of it. 

2nd. ‘That it may be done publicly in the 
face of the world. | 

3rd. That not only public monuments be 
kept up in memory of it, but some outward 
actions be performed. | 

4th. That such monuments, and such ac- 
tions or observances, be instituted, and do com- 
mence from the time that the matter of fact 
was done. 

‘THE FIRST TWO RULES make it impossible 
for any such matter of fact to be imposed upon 





The Infidel Dumfounded. 165 


men, at the time when it was said to be done, 
because every man’s eyes and senses would con- 
tradict it. For example, suppose any man 
should pretend that yesterday he divided the 
Thames, in presence of all the people of Lon- 
don, and carried the whole city, men, women 
and children over to Southwark, on dry land, 
the waters standing like walls on both sides; I 
say it is morally impossible that he could per- 
suade the people of London that it was true, 
when every man, woman and child, could con- 
tradict him, and say that this was a notorious 
falsehood; for that they had not seen the 
Thames so divided, nor had gone over on dry 
land. Therefore I take it for granted (and I 
suppose, with the allowance of all the Deists 
in the world)that no such imposition could be 
put upon men, at the time when such public 
matter of fact was said to be done. 

Therefore it only remains that such matter of 
fact might be invented sometime after, when 
the men of that generation, wherein the thing 
was said to be done, are all past and gone: and 
the credulity of after ages might be imposed 
upon so as for people to believe that things 
were done in former ages which were not. 

And for this THE LAST TWO RULES secure 
us as much as the first two rules, in the former 
case; for whenever such a matter of fact came 
to be invented, if not only monuments were said 
to remain of it, but likewise that public actions 
and observances were constantly used ever since 
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the matter of fact was said to be done, the 
deceit must be detec.ed by no such monuments 
appearing, and by the experience of every man, 
woman and child, who must know that no 
such actions or observances were ever used by 
them. For example: suppose I should now in- 
vent a story of something done a thousand years 
years ago. I might perhaps get some to be- 
lieve it; but if I say, that not only such a thing 
was done, but that from that day to this,every 
man at the age of twelve years, had a joint of 
his little finger cut off; and that every man in 
the nation did want a joint of such a finger; 
and that this institution was said to be part of 
the matter of fact done so many years ago, and 
vouched as a proof and confirmation of it, and 
as having descended without interruption, and 
being constantly practiced, in memory of such 
matter of fact, all along from the time that such 
mater of fact was done: I say it is impossible 
that I should be believed in such a ease, be- 
cause every one could con'radict me as to the 
mark of cutting off a joint of the finger; and 
that being part of my original matter of fact, 
must demonstrate the whole to be false. 

Let us now come to the second point, to show 
that the matters of fact of Moses and of Christ 
have all these rules or marks before mentioned ; 
and that neither the matters of fact of Ma- 
homet, nor what is reported of the heathen dei- 
ties, have the like; and that no imposture can 
have them all. 
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As to Moses, I suppose it will be allowed me, 
that he could not have persuaded 600,000 men 
that he had brought them out of Kgypt, through 
the Red Sea, fed them forty years, without 
bread, by miraculous manna, and the other mat- 
ters of fact recorded in his books, if they had 
not been true. Because every man’s senses that 
were then alive must have contradicted it. And, 
therefore, he must have imposed upon all their 
senses, if he could have made them believe il, 
when it was false, and no such things done. So 
that here are the FIRST AND SECOND OF THE 
ABOVE-MENTIONED FOUR-MARKS. 

lor the same reason, it was equally impossi- 
ble for him to have made them receive his FIVE 
BOOKS as truth, and not to have rejected them 
as a manifest imposture; which told of all these 
things as done before their eyes, if they had not 
been so done. See how positively he speaks to 
them in Deuteronomy xi. 2-7: “And know ye 
this day; for I speak not with your children 
which have not known and which have not seen 
the chastisement of the Lord your God, his 
greatness, his mighty hand, and his stretched 
out arm, and his miracles, and his acts, which 
he did in the midst of Egypt unto Pharaoh the 
king of Egypt, and unto all his land; and what 
he did unto the army of Egypt, unto their 
horses, and to their chariots; how he made the 
water of the Red Sea to overflow them as they 
pursued after you, and how the Lord hath de- 
stroyed them unto this day and what he did 
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unto you in the wilderness, until ye came into 
this place; and what he did unto Dathan and 
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben; 
how the earth opened her mouth and swallowed 
them up, and their households, and their tents, 
and all the substance that was in their posses- 
sion, in the midst of all Israel; but your eyes 
have seen all the great acts of the Lord which 
he did,” etc. 

From hence we must suppose, it 1s impossible 
that these books of Moses, if an impostor, could 
have been invented, and put upon the people 
who where then alive, when all these things 
were said to be done. 

The utmost, therefore, that even a supposi- 
tion can stretch to, is, that these books were 
written in some age afler Moses, and put out 
im his name. 

And to this I say, that, if it was so, it was 
impossible that these books should have been 
received as the books of Moses, in that age 
_ wherein they may have been supposed to have 
been first invented. Why? Because they speak 
of themselves as delivered by Moses, and kept 
IN THE ARK, from lus time. As it is written: 
“And it, came to pass, when Moses had made an 
end of writing the words of this law in a book, 
until they were finished, that Moses commanded 
the Levites, who bare the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, saying, Take this book of the law, and 
put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord your God, that it may be there for a 
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witness against thee.” (Deut. xxxi. 24-26.) And 
again, because there was a copy of this book to 
be written by, and IN POSSESSION OF, THE KING, 
whom the Lord in after times should choose for 
his people, as we read: “And it shall be, when 
he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that 
he shall write him a copy of this law in a book 
out of that which is before the priests the Lev- 
ites: and it shall be with him, and he shall read 
therein all the days of his life: that he may 
learn to fear the Lord his God to keep all the 
_ words of this law and these statutes, to do them: 
that his heart be not lifted up above his breth- 
ren, and that he turn not aside from the com- 
mandment, to the right hand, or to the left: 
to the end that he may prolong his days in his 
kingdom, he and his children, in the midst of 
Israel.” (Deut. xvii. 18-20.) 

Here you see that this book of the law speaks 
of itself, not only as a history or relation of 
what things were then done, but as the stand- 
ing and municipal law and statutes of the na- 
tion of the Jews, binding the king as well as 
the people. 

Now, in whatever age after Moses you will 
suppose this book to have been forged, it was 
impossible it could be received as truth; be- 
cause it was not then to be found, either in the 
ark, or with the king, or anywhere else: for 
when first invented, everybody must know that 
they had never heard of it before. And there- 
fore they could not by any possibility believe it 
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to be the book of their statutes, and the stand- 
ing law of the land, which they had all along 
received, and by which they had been governed. 

Could any man now, at this day, invent a 
book of statutes or acts of parliament for Hng- 
land, and make it pass upon the nation as the 
only book of statutes that ever they had known? 
As impossible was it for the books of Moses, 
if they were invented in any age after Moses, 
to have been received for what they declared 
themselves to be, namely, the statutes and mu- | 
nicipal law of the nation of the Jews: and to 
have persuaded the Jews that they had owned 
and acknowledged these books all along from 
the days of Moses to that day in which they 
were first invented ; that ts, that they had owned 
them before they had ever so much as heard of 
them. Nay, more, the whole nation must in an 
instant, forget their former laws and govern- 
ment, if they could receive these books as being 
their former laws. And they could not other- 
wise receive them, because they vouched them- 
selves so to be. Let me ask the Deists but one 
short question: Was there ever a book of sham 
laws, which were not the laws of the nation, 
palmed upon any people, since the world began? 
If not, with what face can they say this of the 
book of laws of the Jews? Why will they say 
that of them, which they confess to be impossi- 
ble in any nation or among any people? 

But they must be yet more unreasonable. For 
the books of Moses have a further demonstra- 
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tion of their truth than even other law-books 
have; for they not only contain the laws, but 
give an historical account of their institution, 
and the practice of them from that time: as of 
the PASSOVER, in memory of the redemption 
from death of the first-born of Israel in Egypt 
(Exod, xi. 21-30) : of all their first-born, both 
of man and beast, being by a perpetual law, 
dedicated to God: and THE LEVITES TAKEN FOR 
ALL THE THE FIRST-BORN OF THE CHILDREN OF 
ISRAEL (Num. viii. 17-18); of AARON’s Ron, 
which budden, which was kept in the ark, in 
memory of the rebellion and wonderful destruc- 
tion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram, and for the 
confirmation of the priesthood of the tribe of 
Levi (Num, xvi. xvii.) ; of the POT OF MANNA, 
in memory of their having been fed with it 
forty years in the wilderness (Exod. xvi. 32- 
36); of the BRAZEN SERPENT, which was kept, 
and remained to the days of Hezekiah (2 Kings 
xvill. 4), in memory of the wonderful deliver- 
ance, by only looking upon it, from the biting 
of the fiery serpents. (Num. xxi. 9.) 

And besides these remembrances of particu- 
lar actions and occurrences, there were other 
solemn institutions in memory of their deliver- 
ance out of Egypt, in the general, which in- 
cluded all the particulars. As of the Sabbath 
(Deut. v. 15); of thew daily sacrifices, and 
yearly expiations ; their new moons, and several 
feasts and fasts. So that there were yearly, 
monthly, weekly, daily remembrances and rec- 
ognitions of these things.* 
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And not only so, but the books of the same 
Moses tell us, that the TRIBE OF Levi was chosen 
by God to serve in His tabernacle, that Hus 
pRiEstS belonged to this tribe, by whose hands, 
and none other, the sacrifices of the people were 
to be offered, and these solemn institutions to be 
celebrated. That it was death to any other to 
approach the altar. That their HIGH-PRIEST 
wore a glorious mitre, and magnificent robes of 
God’s own contrivance, with the miraculous 
Urim AND 'THUMMIM in his breast-plate whence 
the divine responses were given. (Exod. xxvii. 
30; Num. xxvii. 21.) ‘That, at his word the 
king and all the people were to go out and to 
come in. That these Levites were likewise the 
chief judges even ‘n all civil causes and that it 
was death to resist their sentence. (Deut. xvii. 
8-13.) Now, whenever it can be supposed that 
these books of Moses were forged, in some ages 
after Moses, it is impossible they could have 
been received as true, unless the forgers could 
have made the whole nation believe that they 
had received these books from their fathers, 
had been instructed in them when they were 
children, and had taught them to their chil- 
dren; moreover, that they had all been cireum- 
cised, and did circumcise their children, in pur- 
suance of what was commanded in these books: 
that they had observed the yearly passover, the 
weekly Sabbath, the new moons, and all the 
several feasts, fasts, and ceremonies, com- 
manded in these books: that they had never 
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eaten any swine’s flesh, or other meats prohib- 
ited in these books: that they had a magnifi- 
_ cent tabernacle, with a visible priesthood to ad- 
minister in it, which was confined to the tribe 
of Levi, over whom was placed a glorious High- 
Priest, clothed with great and mighty preroga- 
tives; whose death only could deliver those that 
fled to the cities of refuge (Num. xxxv. 25-28) ; 
and that these priests were their ordinary 
judges, even in civil matters. I say, was it 
possible to have persuaded a whole nation of 
men, that they had known and practiced all 
these things, if they had not done so? or, sec- 
ondly to have received a book for truth; which 
said that they had practiced them ; and appealed 
to that practice? So that here are THE THIRD 
AND FOURTH OF THE MARKS ABOVE MENTIONED. 

Thus, having spoken of the matters of fact of 
Mosgs, and of the four marks in connection 
with them, | come now, in the next place, to 
show how these four marks appear in conjunc- 
tion with that which is recorded of OUR BLESSED 
LorD IN THE GosPpELs, and my work herein 
will be the shorter, becayse all that is said be- 
fore of Moses and his books is every way as ap- 
plicable to Christ and his Gospel. His works 
and miracles are there said to be done publicly 
in the face of the world, as He argued to His 
accusers: “I spake openly to the world; I ever 
taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, 
whither the Jews always resort; and in secret 
have I said nothing.” (John xviii. 20.) Then, 
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in Acig ii. 41, it is said that “about three thous- 
and” at one time; and in Acts iv. 4, “about five 
thousand” at another, were converted upon con- 
viction of what they themselves had seen, what 
had been done publicly before their eyes, where- 
in it was impossible to have imposed upon them. 
Therefore here were THE TWO FIRST OF THE 
RULES BEFORE MENTIONED. 

Then for the second two: BAPTISM AND THE 
Lorp’s SuPPER were instituted as perpetual 
memorials of these things; and they were not 
instituted in after ages, but at the very time 
when these things were said to be done; and 
have been observed without interruption, in all 
ages wherever Christianity has been professed, 
from that time to this. The existence of the 
irue church of God in the world is proof of 
Christ’s mission; the presence of every Chris- 
tian on earth is an evidence that Christ has 
been here; and that he now is in heaven, wait- 
ing, at the right hand of God, to take us home 
to Himself. 

And now, having before spoken of Mahomet 
and the heathen deities, we turn to say a word 
as to them, and to show that they all want 
some, if not all of the aforesaid four rules, 
whereby the certainty of matters of fact is dem- 
onstrated. 

First, as to Mahomet. He pretended to no 
miracles, as he tells us in his Alcoran, e. 6, ete., 
and those which are commonly told of him pass 
among the Mahometans themselves but as legen- 
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dary fables; and, as such, are rejected by- the 
wise and learned among them; as the legends 
of their saints are by those who belong to the 
‘ church of Rome. See Dr. Pridcaux’s “Life of 
Mahomet.” 

But, in the next place, those which are told 
of him do all want the First TWO RULES before 
mentioned. For his pretended converse with 
the moon; his Mersa, or night-journey from 
Mecca to Jerusalem, and thence to heaven, ete., 
were not performed before anybody. We have 
only his own word for them. The same is to be 
said (in the second place) of the fables of the 
heathen gods, of Mercury’s stealing sheep, Jupi- 
ter’s turning himself into a bull, and the hke: 
besides the folly and unworthiness of such sense- » 
less pretended miracles. And, moreover, the 
wise among the heathen did reckon no other- 
wise of these but as fables, which had a myth- 
ology, or mystical meaning, in them, of which 
several of them have given us the rationale or 
explication. And it is plain enough that Ovid 
meant no other by all his Metamorphoses. 

tl is true the heathen deities had their 
priests: they had likewise feasts, games, and 
other public institutions in memory of them; 
but all these want the FOURTH MARK, namely, 
that such priesthood and institutions should 
commence from the time that such things as 
they commemorate were said to be done; other- 
wise they cannot secure after ages from the 
imposture, by detecting it at the time when first 
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invented, as hath been argued before. But the 
Bacchanalia, and oiher heathen feasts, were in- 
stituted many ages after what was reported of 
these gods was said to be done, and therefore 
can be no proof of them. And the priests of 
Bacchus, Apollo, etc., were not ordained by 
these supposed gods, but were appointed by oth- 
ers in after ages only in honor to them. And, 
therefore, these orders of priests are no evidence 
to the truth of the matters of fact which are 
reported of their gods. 

Now, to apply what has been said. You may 
challenge all the Deists in the world io show 
any action that is fabulous which has all the 


four rules or marks before mentioned. No; it~ 


- is impossible. And (to resume a little what we 
had before said,) the histories of the Exodus 
and the Gospel could never have been received, 
if they had not been true; because the institu- 
tion of the priesthood of Levi, of the Sabbath, 
the passover, of circumcision, under the past 
dispensation, of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
under the present, are there related, as descend- 
ing all the way down from those times, without 
interruption. And it is fully as impossible to 
persuade men that they have been circumcised. 
had celebrated passovers, Sabbaths, etc., had 
been baptized, and partaken of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, if they had done none of the things, as to 
make them believe that they had gone through 
seas upon dry land, seen the dead raised, ete. 
And without believing these it was impossible 


oe 
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that either the law or the gospel could have been 
received. 

I do not say that everything which appar- 
ently wants these four marks is false, but that 
NOTHING CAN BE FALSE WHICH HAS THEM ALL. 

I have no manner of doubt that there was 
such a man as Julius Caesar, that he fought at 
Pharsalia, was killed in the senate-house; and, 
many other matters of fact of ancient times, 
though we keep no public observances in mem- 
ory of them. But this shows that the matters 
of fact of Mosxs and of Curist have come down 
to us better guarded than any other matters of 
fact how true soever. 

And yet our Deists, who would laugh at any 
man that should offer to deny Caesar or Alex- 
ander, Homer or Virgil, their public works and 
actions, do, at the same time, value themselves 
as men of free, generous and unbiased judg- 
ments, for ridiculing the histories of Moses and 
Christ, that are infinitely better attested, and 
guarded with infallible marks which the others 
want. 

Besides that, the importance of the subject 
would oblige all men to inquire more narrowly 
into the one than the cther ;for what consequence 
is to me, or to anyone else, viewing ourselves as 
immortal, responsible beings having to do with 
God and His truth, whether there was such a 
man as Caesar, whether he beat, or was beaten, 
at Pharsalia, whether Homer or Virgil wrote 
such books, and whether what is related in the 
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Iliad or AEneid be true or false? It is of no 
moment whatever in this view of the subject, 
to any man of the world. : And, therefore, it is 
worth no man’s while to inquire into it, either 
to oppose or justify the truth of these relations. 

BUT OUR VERY SOULS AND BODIES, OUR HAP- 
PINESS BOTH IN THIS LIFE AND THE NEXT, 
BEING CONCERNED IN THE TRUTH OF WHAT IS 
RELATED IN THE HoLy ScrIPTURE, men are 
naturally more inquisitive to search into the 
truth of these, than of any other matters of 
fact, more disposed to examine and sift them 
narrowly, and find out the deceit, if any such 
can be found. 

How unreasonable, then, is it to reject these 
matters of act, so sifted, so examined, and so 
attested, as no other matters of fact in the world 
ever were; and yet to think it most highly un- 
reasonable, even to madness, to deny other mat- 
ters of fact which have not the thousandth part 
of their evidence, and are of no consequence at 
all to us, comparatively speaking, whether true 
or false. 

There are several other topics from whence 
the truth of the Christian religion is evinced to 
all who will judge by reason, and give them- 
selves leave to consider :—as the improbability 
that ten or twelve poor illiterate fishermen 
should form a design of converting the whole 
world to believe their delusions, and the impos- 
sibility of their effecting it, without force of 
arms, learning, oratory, or any one visible thing 
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that could recommend them! And to impose a 
doctrine quite opposite to the lusts and pleas- 
ures of men, and all worldly advantages or en- 
joyments! And this in an age of so great learn- 
ing and sagacity as that wherein the gospel was 
first preached! That these apostles should not 
only undergo all the scorn and contempt, but 
the severest persecutions and most cruel deaths 
that could be inflicted, in attestation to what 
themselves knew to be a mere deceit and forgery 
of their own contriving! Some have suffered 
for errors which they thought to be truth, but 
never any for what themselves knew to be les. 
And the apostles must know what they taught 
to be lies, if it was so, because they spoke of 
those things which, they said, they had both 
seen and heard, had looked upon and handled 
with their hands. (Acts iv. 20; I Johni. 1.) 

Neither can it be said that they, perhaps, 
might have proposed some temporal advantages 
to themselves, but missed of them, and met with 
sufferings instead of them; for if it had been 
so, it is more than probable that, when they saw 
their disappointment, they would have discoy- 
ered their conspiracy; especially when they 
might have not only saved their lives, but got 
great rewards for so doing. 

But this is not all; for they tell us that their 
Master bid them expect nothing but sufferings 
in this world. This is the tenor of that gospel 
which they received from Him, and they told 
the same to all whom they were the means of 
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converting. So that here there was no disap- 
pointment. 

For all that were converted through them, 
were converted upon the certain expectation of 
suffering, and bidden to prepare for it. Christ 
commanded His disciples to take up their cross 
daily and follow Him; and told them that in 
the world they should have tribulation; that 
whoever did not forsake father, mother, wife, 
children, lands, and their very lives, could not 
be His disciples. 

Now, that this despised doctrine of the cress 
should prevail so universally against the allure- . 
ments of flesh and blood, and all the blandish- 
ments of this world, against the rage and per- 
secution of all the kings and powers of the 
earth, must show its original to be Divine, and 
its Protector Almighty. 

We may add to all this the testimonies of the 
most bitter enemies and persecutors of Chris- 
tianity, both Jews and Gentiles, to the truth of 
the matter .of fact of Christ, such as Josephus 
and Tacitus; of whom the first flourished about: 
forty years after the death of Christ, and the 
other about seventy years after; so that they 
were capable of examining into the truth, and 
wanted not prejudice and malice sufficient to 
have inclined them to deny the matter of fact 
itself of Christ; but their confessing to it, as 
likewise Lucian, Celsus, Porphyry, and Julian 
the apostate, the Mahometans since, and all 
other enemies of Christianity, that have arisen 
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in the world, is an undeniable attestation to the 
truth of the matter of fact. 

And now in the next place, I turn to consider 
a common argument of the Deists, who, when 
they are not able to stand out against the evi- 
dence of fact, that such and such miracles have 
been done, then turn about and deny such 
things to be miracles, asserting that we can 
never be sure whether any wonderful thing that 
is shown to us be a true or false miracle. 

And the great argument they go upon is this, 
that a miracle being that which exceeds the 
power of nature, we cannot know what exceeds 
it unless we knew the utmost extent of the 
power of nature; and no man pretends to know 
that; therefore, that no man can certainly know 
whether any event be miraculous; and conse- 
quently, he may be cheated in his judgment 
betwixt true and false miracles. 

To which I answer, that men may be so 
cheated, and there are many examples of it. 

But that though we may not always know 
when we are cheated, yet we can certainly tell, 
in many cases, when we are not cheated. 

For though we do not know the utmost ex- 
tent of the power of the nature, perhaps, in any 
one thing; yet it does not follow that we know 
not the nature of anything in some measure, 
and that certainly too. For example, though I 
do not know the utmost extent of the power of 
fire, yet I certainly know it is the nature of fire 
to burn; and that when proper fuel is adminis- 
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tered to it, it is contrary to the nature of fire 
not to consume it. ‘Therefore, if I see three 
men taken out of the street, in their common 
wearing apparel, and, without any preparation, 
cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace, 
and that the flame was so fierce that it burnt 
up those men that threw them in, and yet that 
these who were thrown in should walk up and 
down in the bottom of the furnace, and I 
should see a fourth person with them of glori- 
ous appearance, like the Son of God, and that 
these men should come up again out of the fur- 
nace without any harm, or so much as the smell 
of fire upon themselves or their clothes; I could 
not be deceived in thinking there was a stop put 
to the nature of the fire. 

Again: though I cannot tell how wonderful 
and sudden an increase of corn might be pro- 
duced by the concurrence of many causes, as a 
warm climate, the fertility of the soil, etc., yet 
this I can certainly know, that there is not that 
natural force in the breath of two or three 
words spoken, to multiply one small loaf of 
bread so fast, in the breaking of it, as truly and 
really, not only in appearance and show to the 
eye, but in very deed to satisfy the hunger of 
several thousand persons: and that the frag- 
ments should be much more than the bread was 
at first. So neither in a word spoken, to raise 
the dead, cure diseases, ete. 

Thus far I have quoted what Mr. Leslie has 
written on this subject, to the edification and 
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comfort of many, I trust, into whose hands this 
little work may fall. 

If I were asked for a proof that the Book of 
Genesis was written by Moses, I should point to 
Luke xxiv. 27, where it is written of Christ, in 
His interview with his two disciples going to 
Emmaus, that, “beginning at Moses AND ALL 
THE PROPHETS, he expounded unto them IN ALL 
THE SCRIPTURES the things concerning him- 
self.” This is surely conclusive; Moses, in this 
wondrous discourse of the risen Messiah, 1s giv- 
ing his place as the first of the prophets, at the 
head of God’s book, and hence, as the author ot 
Genesis, of which the Book of Exodus is but the 
continuation. 

But the more we consider the way in which 
he has treated his subject, the more do we won- 
der at the simplicity with which he, by means 
of the four marks, of which he never loses sight 
for a moment has enabled us at a glance to re- 
view the whole purpose of God as presented in 
scripture, both of the Old Testament and in the 
New; so much so that no sceptic who honestly 
faces the subject could answer him. ‘Treat it 
with scorn he might, but meet him in argu- 
ment he never could do. And so thought the 
writer of the Preface before-named when he 
said, “The argument is so short and clear, that 
the meanest capacity may understand it; and 
so forcible, that no man has yet been found 
able to resist it.” When it was first published, 
some attempts were made, but they soon came to 
nothing. 
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The argument, in brief, is this; the Christian 
religion consists of facts and doctrines, each 
depending on each other; so that, if the facts 
are true, the doctrines must be true. 

Thus, for example, THE RESURRECTION OF 
JESUS CHRIST IS A FAOT; OUR RESURRECTION 
IS A DOCTRINE. Admit the fact and the doc- 
trine cannot be denied. The ascension of Jesus 
Christ is another fact; His return to judge the 
world is a doctrine; if the fact be true, the doc- 
trine must be so like-wise. For, argues the apos- 
tle, if the doctrine be not true, the fact must be 
false: If the dead rise not, then is not Christ 
raised.” (1 Cor. xv. 16.) 


The foregoing is from Leslie’s larger work, 
and is sent out in this small form to meet the 
need of much in the least possible compass, so 
that the man who has not much time can grasp 
the whole question and find that the four propo- 
sitions give him the protection of an impregna- 
ble defence which no sceptic has ever been able 
to answer. 


“Therefore we ought to give the more earn- 
est heed to the things which we have heard, 
lest at any time we should let them slip. For 
if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a 
just recompence of reward; how shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great salvation; which at the 
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
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confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 
God also bearing them witness, both with signs 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 
will ?’—Hebrews ii. 1-4. 


Let Infidels with vaunted pride 
Assault the citadel of truth; 
It’s only their own sins to hide— 
They don’t believe their creed forsooth. 


Let Jews on their own laws rely 
And Greeks of wisdom boast ; 

I love the incarnate mystery, 
And there I fix my trust. 


“INFIDELITY.”—This term is objected to by 
the sceptic; but, fidelity means trust, belief and 
obedience—the opposite of this is infidelity. 


This booklet is not published for profit, but 
for the conviction of all those who are open to 
light. 

Col. Robt. Ingersol had one sent him with a 
request for the best answer he could give to it. 
SILENCE WAS HIS BEST! 
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ONLY A STEP TO JESUS. 


Only a step to Jesus, the bridge of self and sin 
Only a step to Jesus, yes, he will take you in; 
Only a step to Jesus, who gave his life for thee 
Only a step to Jesus, his blood avails for me. 


Only a step to Jesus, so simple, yet so sure 
Only a step to Jesus, He is the open door; 
Only a step to Jesus, yes, life for evermore 
Only a step to Jesus, and the everlasting shore. 


Only a step to Jesus, in Faith and Hope depend 
Only a step to Jesus, He will thy life defend ; 
Only a step to Jesus, the true untiring friend 
Only a step to Jesus, to bliss that knows no end. 


Only a step to Jesus, oh friend be wise in time 

Only a step to Jesus, the prize will then be 
thine; 

Only a step to Jesus, the bridge of self and sin 

Only a step to Jesus, oh friend now enter in. 


Only a step to Jesus, where the ransomed are 
at rest 

Only a step to Jesus, where the Sons of God are 
blest ; 

Only a step to Jesus, where Victors crowned re- 
joice 

Only a step to Jesus, be this our happy choice. 

F. J. BIRD, Phila. 


Dedicated to the memory of D. L. Moody. 
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DO OR DONE, WHICH? 


“There is a wide difference between your re- 
ligion and mine,” said a Christian lady to one 
in whose spiritual condition she had long been 
interested. “Indeed, how is that,” said he. 

“Your religion has only two letters in it, and 
mine has four.” 

It seems that this gentleman was one of that 
large class who are seeking to get to heaven by 
their doings, by attention to ordinances and 
ceremonies, by what is called in Heb. 9:14 
“dead works.” But the man did not under- 
stand about the two letters and the four. 

“What do you mean by two leiters and four ?” 

“Why your religion is d-o, DO; but I rest on 
d-o-n-e, DONE.” 

The lady took her leave; but her words re- 
mained to do their work in the soul of her 
friend. His eyes were opened tc the difference 
between do and done. Do has reference to the 
sinner’s works of righteousness, that are “as 
filthy rags” in the sight of God. (Isa. 64:6). 
Done refers to the finished work of Christ on 
the cross. It was a new and very striking way 
of putting the Gospel, but it was just what this 
man needed, and the Spirit of God used it to 
turn him away from himself to the finished 
work of Christ. When He next met his friend, 
he said to her, “Well, I can now say with you, 
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that my religion is d-o-n-e, DONE.” He had 
now learned to fling aside his own deadly do- 
ings, and rest only in the work of Christ. 

He was led to see that it was no longer a 
question of what he could do for God, but of 
what God had done for him. This settled ev- 
erything. Precious word! 

Who can tell the relief to a burdened heart 
when it discovers that all is done? What joy 
to know that what I have been toiling for, it 
may be for many a long year was all fully done 
on the cross more than eighteen hundred years 
ago! Christ has done it ail. He has put away 
sin, magnified the law and made it honorable 
—satisfied the claims of divine justice, van- 
quished Satan—taken the sting from death and 
the victory from the grave—glorified God in 
the very scene in which he had been dishonored 
—brought in everlasting righteousness. All this 
is wrapped up in those four golden letters 
D-O-N-EH. Oh, who would not gladly give up 
the two for the four? Who would not exchange 
do for done? 

Reader, what say you to this? What of your 
religion? Does it consist of two letters or 
four? Is it still do with you? or have you 
found your happy portion and rest in done? 
Think on these truths, and may the Holy 
Spirit lead you, this moment, to ‘cease from 
your own DO, and the rest in Christ’s eternal 
DONE. 
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“And have you been saved vet?” 

“Well, I am just working away, doing the 
best I can.” 

This is where you find many who are hon- 
estly seeking to get to heaven. They are work- 
ing and doing. But God’s Word nowhere says 
we are to work or to do in order to be saved. 
On the contrary it says: “To him that worketh 
not, but belreveth on Him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted to him for right- 
eousness.” Rom. 4:5. 

Surely this is plain enough; yet people will 
keep working and doing, when Christ has fin- 
ished the work and done it all. Many speak as 
if they were saving themselves. They speak of 
working for God, forgetting that it is impossi- 
ble to work for God until you are born—that is 
born again, born of God. You must have life 
in Christ, before you can work; for the dead 
in sins cannot work. Come to Jesus first. He 
must have all the glory of saving you. Then 
after you are saved, you cannot do enough for 
Him. 
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JOHN III. i6. 


“God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” 

One cold, wintry night a poor Irish boy stood 
in the streets of Dublin—a little city arab, 
homeless, houseless, friendless. 

He had taken to bad courses, and become an 
associate of thieves, who were leading him on 
the broad road to destruction. That very night 
they had planned to commit a burglary, and ap- 
pointed him to meet them in a certain street 
at a certain hour. 

As he stood there, waiting, shivering, and 
cold, a hand was suddenly laid on his shoulder. 
It was very dark, he could only see a tall form 
standing by him, and he trembled with fear; 
but a kindly voice said, “Boy, what are you 
doing here at this time of night? Such as you 
have no business in the streets at so late an 
hour. Go home: go to bed.” 

“T have no home, and no bed to. go to.” 

“That’s very sad, poor fellow! Would you go 
to a home and to a bed if I provided one?” 

“That would I, sharp!” replied the boy. 

“Well, in such a street and at such a number 
(indicating the place) you will find a bed.” 
Before he could add more, the lad started off. 


John Ill, 16, IgI 


“Stop!” said the voice; “how are you going to 
get in? You need a pass; no one can go in 
there without a pass. Here is one for you— 
can you read ?” 

“No, sir.” 

“Well, remember that the pass is ‘JOHN III. 
16; don’t forget, or they won’t let you in; 
‘JOHN 1. 16” There, that’s something that 
will do you good.” 

Joyfully the lad rushed off, repeating his les- 
son, and soon found himself in the street and 
at. the number indicated, before a pair of large 
iron gates. Then his heart failed him, they 
looked so grand. How could he get in there? 
Timidly he rang the bell. The night-porter 
opened, and in a gruff voice asked, “Who’s 
there?” “Me, sir. Please, sir, ’m JOHN 
THREE SIXTEEN,’ in very trembling tones. 
“All right ; in with you, that’s the pass,” and in 
the boy went. 

He was soon in a nice, warm bed, and be- 
tween sheets such as he had never seen before. 
As he curled himself up to go to sleep, he 
thought, “This is a lucky name, I’ll stick to 
it!’ The next morning he was given a bowl 
of hot bread and milk, before being sent out 
into the street (for this home was only for a 
night). He wandered on and on, fearful of 
meeting his old companions, thinking over his 
new name; when, heedlessly crossing a crowd- 
ed thoroughfare, he was run over. 

A crowd collected; the unconscious form was 
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placed on a shutter, and carried to the nearest 
hospital. He revived as they entered. 

It is usual in the Dublin hospitals to put 
down the religion, as well as the name and ad- 
dress, of those admitted. They asked him 
whether he was Catholic or Protestant. Sure, 
he didn’t quite know. Yesterday he was a 
Catholic, but now he was JoHN THREE SIx- 
TEEN. This reply elicited a laugh. 

After his injuries had been attended to, he 
was carried up into the accident ward. In a 
short time his sufferings brought on fever and 
delirium. Then was heard in ringing tones, 
and oft repeated, “JOHN 111. 16. Jt was to do 
me good, and so it has!” 

These persistent cries aroused the other pa- 
tients. 'Testaments were pulled out to see to 
what he pointed. What could he mean? and 
here one and there another read the precious 
words, “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” (“It was to do me good, and 
so it has!’ the sufferer cried). Luther called 
this verse “The Miniature Bible.” When those 
poor sick folk read the tender words, and heard 
the unconscious comment—“Jt was to do me 
good, and so tt has!”—the Spirit stirred within 
them, and God the Holy Ghost used that text 
then and there to the conversion of souls. There 
was “joy in the presence of the angels of God” 
over sinners that repented. The sovereign 
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power of God the Holy Spirit used this one 
text from the lips of a poor ignorant boy in that 
hospital ward, and souls were saved. 

Consciousness returned, and the poor little 
fellow gazed around him: how vast it looked! 
and how quiet it was! Where was he? Pres- 
ently a voice from the next bed said—“JoHNn 
THR-REE SIXTEEN, and how are you to-day?” 
“Why, how do you know my new name?” 
“Know it! You’ve never ceased with your 
JOHN THR-REE SIxrEEN, and I for one say, 
Blessed John Thr-ree Sicteen!” This sounded 
strange to the little lad’s ears. ‘To be called 
“blessed”—he for whom no one cared. “And 
don’t you know where it comes from? it’s from 
the Bible.” 

“The Bible! what’s that?” The poor little 
waif had never heard of the Bible—that blessed 
book, God’s Word to man. “Read it to me,” he 
said; and as the words fell on his ear, he mut- 
tered, “That’s beautiful! It’s all about love, 
and not a home for a night, but a home for al- 
ways!” He soon learnt the text, saying, “I’ve 
not only got a new name, but something to it!” 

Days passed on, and there were changes in 
the ward, but our little friend never felt lone- 
ly; he fed on his text and its precious words. 

Another soul in that ward was to be won to 
Christ by his means, and now in simple con- 
scious faith he was to be the agent of blessing. 

On a cot near him lay an old man who was 
very ill. Early one morning a nun came to his 
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bedside, and said, “Patrick, how is it with you 
to-day?” “Badly, badly!” groaned the old 
man. “Has the priest been to see you?” asked 
the nun. “Oh, yes; but that makes it worse, 
for he has anointed me with the holy oil, and I 
am marked for death. “I’m no’ fit to die—oh, 
what shall I do?” “Patrick, it’s very sad to see 
you so,” she gently answered; “look! here are 
these beads, they have been blessed by His Holi- 
ness the Pope, and they will help you to die 
happy.” She placed them around the man’s 
neck, and then, wishing him good-by, went out. 
But how could a string of beads ease a dying man 
facing eternity, with his sins unforgiven? Poor 
Patrick groaned aloud. “God, ha’ mercy!” he 
eried; “I’m such a sinner, I’m no’ fit to die. 
What shall I do? Oh, what will become ©’ 
me?” 

Our little fellow heard his miserable words. 
“Poor old man,” thinks he; “he wants a pass.” 
“Patrick,” he called, “I know something that 
will do you good—quite sure—it has done me.” 
“Tell me, tell me quickly,” cried Patrick. “If 
only I could find something to do me good.” 
“Here it is! Now listen, JoHN 1. 16. Are 
you listening?” “Yes, yes; go on.” “JOHN 
111. 16—‘For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life?” Through these words Patrick 
found peace in his dying hour, and entered into 
everlasting life—another soul brought to Christ 
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in that hospital ward by means of a single text 
blessed by the Holy Spirit. 

Our little friend recovered. For long, JoHN 
THREE SIXTEEN was his text. God blessed his 
simple faith; friends placed him at school, and 
now he is an earnest, hearty worker for the 
Master. 

“Blessed are they that hear the Word of God 
and keep it.” (Luke xi. 28). 
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HOW DOES THE BELIEVER KNOW 
THAT HE IS JUSTIFIED? 


Certainly not by looking at his feelings. His 
feelings are as changeable as the wind. Nor 
yet by looking at his prayers, or his good works: 
all that he does is mixed with sin. If he looks 
at himself in any way, he can find nothing 
that will afford a sure ground of certainty that 
he is justified; that is, that he is so clear of 
sin, that nothing can be laid to his charge for 
ever. Can you, my reader, with eternity be- 
fore you, with the prospect of standing before 
that Judge who knows every secret of your life, 
can you say that you are clear of all sin, so 
clear that nothing can be laid to your charge? 
Are you not ready to say, “How can any sinful 
man in this world know that he is thus clear of 
all sin?” You will be astonished at the be- 
liever’s simple, yet certain answer. It is this— 
CHRIST IS RISEN. 

But you will ask, “What has that to do with 
a believer’s justification?” It has everything to 
do with it- “If Christ be not risen, ye are yet 
in your sin.” (I Cor. xv. 17). A saved sinner 
knows and believes the love of God in sending 
Jesus to be his SURETY and representative. His 
eyes have been opened to see Jesus, bearing his 
sins in His own body on the tree. He knows 
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that the blood of Jesus, his surety, has met 
every claim of Divine holiness to the uttermost. 
What love and mercy to lost sinners! Now the 
believer can say, “As surely as Jesus was con- 
demned for me, was delivered to death for my 
offences; as certainly as God dealt with Him 
on the cross as my surety for my sins, so assur- 
edly did God raise Him from the prison-house 
of death for my justification.” Now if a 
surety is cast into prison for the person’s debt 
he is bound for, when that surety comes out of 
prison, having paid the full demand, is not the 
person for whom he paid it as clear of the debt 
as the very person who was his surety, and paid 
it? And he knows he is clear of every claim. 
Why? Because his surety is out of prison. 
Just in the same way does the believer look 
outside himself to Christ, his adorable surety. 
Oh ponder this well: it was an awful engage- 
ment, when Jesus became the surety of all who 
through grace should believe on Him. Look 
how He felt in the garden; and then on the 
cross, when our sins and guilt were upon Him. 
Yet still He trusted God. He knew that God 
would justify Him from these sins and guilt, 
as He says, “Thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to 
see corruption.” He did not leave His soul in 
hell; He raised Him from the dead, completely 
cleared from all our sins, no more to be for- 
saken, but to be received up to the highest glory. 
Now Christ had no sin to die for of His own, 
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therefore His resurrection also was entirely for 
us; He died as our surety, He rose from the 
dead as our representative, so that whatever 
God did to Christ on the cross is reckoned un- 
to the believer ; and whatever God did to Christ 
at His resurrection, He did to us in Him as 
our representative. CHRIST IS RISEN. 

Is He perfectly and forever clear of all sin? 
Even so doth God justify every believer—see 
Rom. viii. 29-34; Heb. x. 14; 1 John iv. 17. It 
is God that justifies. 

My reader, if thou are looking at thyself in 
any way, thou art far from knowing that thou 
art justified. If the Holy Spirit shall give 
thee real faith in Jesus, looking entirely away 
from thyself at Christ thou wilt not ask for 
anything to make thee more certain that thou 
art justified from all sin, than this one trium- 
phant answer—Christ is risen, who is even at 
the right hand of God. C. S. 
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TO CHRISTIANS OF TO-DAY. 





Jesus said: “Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


“THE MASTER IS COMING.” 
BY MRS. M. A. LENT. | 


They said: “The Master is coming 
To honor the town to-day, 

And none can tell at whose house or home 
The Master will choose to stay. 

And I thought, while my heart beat wildly, 
What if He should come to mine? 

How would I strive to entertain 
And honor the guest divine! 


And straight I turned to toiling 
To make my home more neat; 
I swept, and polished, and garnished, 
And decked it with blossoms sweet; 
I was troubled for fear the Master 
Might come ere my task was done, 
And I hasted and worked the faster, 
And watched the hurrying sun. 


But right in the midst of my duties 
A woman came to my door; | 
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She had come to tell me her sorrows, 
And my comfort and aid to implore. 

And I said: “I cannot listen, 
Nor help you any to-day; 

I have greater things to attend to—” 
And the pleader turned away. 


But soon there came another— 
A cripple, thin, pale, and gray— 
And said: “O, let me stop and rest 
Awhile in your home, I pray! 
I have traveled far since morning, 
IT am hungry and faint and weak; 
My heart is full of misery, 
And comfort and help I seek.” 


And I said: “I am grieved and sorry, 
But I cannot help you to-day; 

I look for a great and noble Guest,” 
And the cripple went away. 

And the day wore on swiftly, 
And my task was nearly done, 

And a prayer was ever in my heart 
That the Master to me might come. 


And I thought I would spring to meet Him, 
And serve Him with utmost care, 
When a little child stood by me, 
With form so thin and spare, 
Sweet, but with marks of tear-drops, 
And his clothes were tattered and old; 
A finger was bruised and bleeding, 
And his little bare feet were cold. 
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And I said: “I am sorry for you; 
You are sorely in need of care, 
But I cannot stop to give it, 
You must hasten on elsewhere.” 
And at the words a shadow 
Swept over his blue-veined brow— 
“Some one will feed and clothe you, dear, 
But I am too busy now.” 


At last the day was ended, 
And my toil was over and done; 
My house was swept and garnished, 
And I watched in the dusk alone; 
Watched, but no footfall sounded, 
No one paused at my gate, 
No one entered my cottage door, 
I could only pray and wait. 


I waited till night had deepened, 
And the Master had not come; 
“He has entered some other door,” I cried, 
“And gladdened some other home!” 
My labor had been for nothing, 
And I bowed my head and wept 
My heart was sore with longing, 
Yet, spite of it all, I slept. 


Then the Master stood before me, 
And His face was grave and fair :— 
“Three times to-day I came to your door, 
And craved your pity and care; 
Three times you sent Me onward. 
Unhelped and uncomforted, 
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And the blessing you might have had was lost, 
And your chance to serve has fled.” 


“O Lord, dear Lord, forgive me! 
How could I know it was Thee?” 
My very soul was shamed and bowed 
In the depths of humility. 
And He said: “The sin is pardoned, 
But the blessing is lost to thee; 
For, comforting not the least of Mine, 
Ye have failed to comfort me.” 


“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for 
thereby some have entertained angels un- 
awares.” Heb. 13:2. 
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A DIALOGUE SHOWING THAT SATAN 
HAS COME AMONGST US AS AN 
ANGEL OF LIGHT. 

2 Cor., XL:13-15. 


BYU. Ga Be 





A dialogue between H , Who ts a servant 
of the Lord Jesus in the Gospel, and J : 
who is also a servant of the Lord Jesus, but im 
business, and who has not, in these days of keen 
competition, the leisure necessary to personally 
investigate all the “new revelations (?)” being 
poured in upon us. J has made a careful 
study of self-styled “Christian Science,” which 
wm this dialogue is often called “Hddyism.” 

J. Did I understand you to say that Mrs. 
Eddy in her book “Science and Health,” says 
there is no such thing as a personal God? | 

H. Yes, she states that “God is not person,” 
or “personal” (page 10), and when you seek in 
her book for an explanation as to who or what 

her God is, you find he is not a Wuo at all 

but a WHAT. Here is the question in her book, 
“What is God?” Answer: “Mind, Principle, 
Ete,” and throughout, whatever term is used for 
the thing she calls God, it is always an wmper- 
sonal quality. 

J. Iam more than surprised, how then can 
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she say, as you tell me she does in her book, 
“we acknowledge one supreme God, we acknowl- 
edge His Son and the Holy Ghost,” by this we 
should suppose she. not only taught her fol- 
lowers there was a personal Gad, but also that 
they believed, as Christians do, in the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost? 

H. This is a fair sample of the whole sys- 
tem, which is so worded as to mislead minds 
trained in the use of Christian terms, for in- 
stance, when she speaks of God, she conveys to 
our minds the idea of a person with a mind, 
who rules the universe, which is His creation. 
She herself means no such thing, but mind 
only, apart from a person, if you could conceive 
such a thing possible, this is what is so decep- 
tive in all their written works, and especially 
so in their public utterances, so that if you 
want to understand them you must always sub- 
stitute “Mind” or “Principle” as these are in- 
terchangeable, according to her system, when- 
ever they use Gop or FATHER. 

J. But surely from a Christian standpoint 
that is atheism, and she must be an atheist, i. 
e., without God. 

H. Exactly, but I want now to come to the 
other terms in her astutely worded creed, and 
show to you from her book the meaning of 
them. This is the next, “We acknowledge His 
Son.” She tells us that when she discovered 
Christian Science, Isaiah was renewedly ful- 
filled, “Unto us a Son is born,” which “Is 
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Emanuel or God with us,” and this is many 
times repeated in her book in many ways, until 
she comes straight out and tells us “Christian 
Science is the second coming o{ Christ.” So 
you see in the first place, God, the Father, is 
taken away, and “Mind,” or “J rinciple,” sub- 
stituted. In the second place, ““His Son” dis- 
appears and “Christian Science,” alias “Eddy- 
ism,” takes His place. 

J. This is horrible! Do you really mean to 
say that “Scventesm” claims to be Christ? How 
can they say that? According to the Scrip- 
tures CHRIST is a PERSON, the Son of Gop, who 
was born of the Virgin Mary, and named 
Jesus, who after He had suffered and died for 
our sins, rose from the dead and ascended to 
God’s right hand. How can they possibly make 
“Hddyism” to be CHRIST ? 

H. They do this in exactly the same way as 
they take away God, the Father, as a person. 
Mrs. Eddy says that Christ was not a person, 
but an “tdea”’ emanating from “Mind,” which 
came and taught Jesus the true meaning of 
God, that is “Mind,” as “Eddyism” now comes 
to teach us, telling us that all we know, whether 
from the word of (tod, or from creation above 
and around us, in what we see and feel, is all 
“TIlusion,” that te think there is such a person 
as Gop, or even a father or mother, a husband 
or wife, a paren#, or child, is all an “illusion of 
the senses,” and the senses are an “illusion of 
mortal mind,” if, instead of believing, as we 
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have, that God, heaven and earth, and men, 
women and children, pleasure and pain, sin, 
suffering an death, were real, we were to be- 
lieve Mrs. Eddy she would then say we were in 
our right mind, but till then we are all insane 
together, i e., those who are not “Eddyites,” a 
lot of deluded “mortals” who think we exist as 
persons when we do not. So Jesus was, ac- 
cording 40 her, one like ourselves, and for a 
while was under the same delusion, but “Divine 
Science.” which is another name for “Christian 
Science,” according to her, came to Him and 
helped Him to understand what Mrs. Eddy 
knows all about, that is, if we are to take her ~ 
bare word for it. 

J. Do I understand you to mean that Mrs. 
Eddy separates Jesus and Christ. 

H. Oh, yes. It would be quite impossible, 
«ccording to her system, for them to be the 
same, though she covers this up very artfully 
by calling Jesus “Jesus the Christ.” But here 
again she does not mean by that what we as 
Christians do, this interpreted by her book 
would mean Jesus, the Christian Scientist, as 
“Christ,” “Divine Science’ and “Christian 
Science,” are with her synonymous terms. 

J. You amaze me; but do go on, I am in- 
tensely interested. 

H. Well, to continue, the “Christ idea” 
came to the “Mortal” Jesus and taught Him, 
and her interpretation of the sufferings of 
Jesus is simply His struggles up through the 
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illusions of mortal mind, this is the only mean- 
ing of Gethsemane (page 338), and when, as 
we believe, he died, she, as there is no such 
thing in her system as death, says that “Jesus 
did not really die”? “His disciples believed 
Jesus dead while He was hidden in the sepul- 
chre, whereas He was alive demonstrating with- 
in the tomb the power of spirit to destroy hu- 
man material sense.” That is, according to 
Mrs. Eddy, proving the truth of “Christian 
Science” to dispel the “illusion” that death is 
real. 

J. You don’t mean to say that this woman, 
sailing under Christian colors, as she does, has 
the audacity to say Jesus did not die, when the 
Scriptures affirm constantly, and the Apostles 
bore witness continually, that He died and rose 
again. 'The most of them sealing their testi- 
mony with their blood. 

H. Yes, you must understand that accord- 
ing to her, “sin, sickness and death is all a 
dream,” or “an illusion of mortal mind,” un- 
der which we all remain until we believe Mrs. 
Eddy’s theory, that nothing physical or mater- 
ial exists, this is the fundamental proposition 
of her whole system. This is what she says the 
revelation she discovered (how it can be a rey- 
elation and a discovery at the same time she 
does not tell us) teaches “the reversal of the 
testimony of the senses.” 

J. I see now what you meant just now, 
when you said she taught there was no such 
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thing as a father or mother, a husband or wife, 
these sacred relationships then are like every- 
thing else to which the senses bear testimony, 
nothing but an illusion of our minds. 

H. Exactly so. 

J. But would not this, if received, be ut- 
terly subversive of moral and social order? 

H. Of course it would. And Mrs. Eddy 
hints so herself in her book, only wraps it all 
up and treats us all as insane, giving us our 
dreams, but letting LIGHT in on her real mean- 
ing by such words as these as to the marriage 
tie, “The Christian Science morale of marriage 
is spiritual unity” (page 271); “The time 
cometh of which Jesus spake when he declared 
that in the resurrection there should be no more 
marrying or giving in marriage” (page 274). 
And you should remember that with “Hddy- 
ites” that time has come in the coming of 
“Christian Scientism.” Then she advises that 
“until it is learned that generation rests on no 
sexual basis, let marriage continue’ (page 
274), and remember it ts already “learned” by 
“Christian Scientists” alias “Eddyites.” After 
saying this, you can see by the following, that 
she understands the full result of her system 
on the present order of things. She continues, 
“There will ensue a fermentation over this, as 
over many other reforms, until we get the clear 
straining of truth, and impurity and error are 
left among the lees. The fermentation even of 
fluids is not pleasant” (page 275). 
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J. This is worse than I thought; this would 
lead to a terrible state of things if generally 
believed. 

H. Of course it would; in results it would 
be far worse than Mormonis«, for this is open, 
that is covered. 

J- You must pardon me for this digression, 
but I wanted to understand more about the 
meaning and results of her teaching, as to what 
“Mortal Mind” meant. I see more clearly now, 
and now please tell me something further of 
what she says about Christ. 

H. Well, you understand that Jesus, in her 
system, and Christ, are quite separate ideas. 

J. Yes, but what is the end of the ‘“Mor- 
tal” Jesus? Does he ascend to the right hand 
of God, the Father, as the Apostles taught ? 

H. Oh!! no, no, not according to Mrs. Ed- 
dy’s discovery. The ascension, she tells us, 
“Was his rising beyond the physical knowledge 
of his disciples, and material senses knew Him 
no more” (page 351). 

J. Do you mean that Jesus did not ascend 
to the Father’s right hand, as described in 
Mark, and in the Acts of the Apostles, and 
‘which is so often spoken of by the Apostles? 
(Mark 16-19. Acts I., 9 vii., 55.) 

H. Certainly. Mrs. Eddy’s system teaches 
that Jesus was only an “idea,” not a person, 
conceived in the mind of the Virgin, which 
“idea” she, the virgin, called Jesus. 

J. Not a person!! only an “Idea’!! 
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H. Yes, you must understand that Mrs. Hd- 
dy only deals in “Mind” and “Idea,” all else is 
“Tllusion,” so Jesus, according to her, partook 
of the “Mortal Illusion” nature, which all of 
us “mortals” share in common with Him and 
His mother. 

J. Then His birth, as a person, death, res- 
urrection and ascension, according to “Hddy- 
ism,” is all an “Illusion.” 

H. Yes, quite so. If you could disabuse 
your mind of every such idea as that a person, 
or anything personal exists, and could think 
only of conceiving an idea of God—or “Mind,” 
—according to Mrs. Eddy’s theory of God, then 
you have all she leaves us of the Blessed, Holy, 
Son or Gop, Jesus Curist or NAzARETH, and 
His birth, as a person, His life, death, resurrec- 
tion and ascension, are but illusions of our poor 
“disordered,” “insane” condition, which the 
Apostles, according to her, shared with us, and 
when the Apostle Peter and the others testify 
they saw and heard, ate and drank with Him, 
not only before, but after his death and resur- 
rection, we must, if we believe this new 
““prophetess,” put them down in the same cate- 
gory as ourselves, i. e., under the delusion of 
the .senses. 

J. Awful!! Then Jesus disappears entire- 
ly. Is that so? 

H. Yes; and the “Christ idea,’ which acted 
upon and taught Him the “Science of being,” 
returned to “Mind,” that is, of course, to Mrs. 
Eddy’s God. 
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J- I think I see now; the Virgin Mary’s 
“human” conception of the “idea” of God or 
“Being,” rises above “mortal illusions” to the 
spiritual “Idea” of “Being,” which Mrs. liddy 
ealls “Christ,” and which returned to “Mind,” 
and is come again in “Christian Science,” and 
is this the meaning of, and what she substitutes 
for, “His Son” in their creed? 

“H. Yes it is, and to all pious minds it is 
shocking blasphemy. 

J. But there is still the “Holy Ghost’ to 
be accounted for in their creed. 

H. Mrs. Eddy says “Christian Science” “7s 
the Holy Ghost and the promised Comforter” 
(page 227, etc.) 

J. Impossible! Such audacious blasphemy !! 

H. Yes, indeed; and now you see what Mrs. 
Eddy and “Eddyites” mean when they say, 
“We acknowledge one supreme God, we ac- 
knowledge His Son and the Holy Ghost” (page 
493). 

J. Yes, it is plain, that as to God, there is 
none, but an impersonal something they call 
“MiInD;” and this woman dares to substitute 
for His Son and the Holy Ghost, her own 
wretched system, called by her “Christian 
Science.” Why, it is nothing but an atheistical 
skeleton, dressed up in Christian clothes, and 
padded with Christian expressions, to fill it out 
so as to palm it off on the Christian public, 
when all the time it is nothing but a Satanic 
imitation of the Hoty Trintry, and purposely 
meant to deceive. 
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H. You were asking me what “Hddyism” 
said about the sufferings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

J. Yes, though of course what you have 
already said is quite sufficient to stamp it, ac- 
cording to the Apostle John, as antichrist, 
when he says: “Every spirit that confesses not 
Jesus Christ come in flesh, is not of God,” 
“And this is that spirit of antichrist.” I John 
iv, 1-3. Still I would like to know, for the sake 
of being able to help others, what she says of 
the sufferings of Christ. 

H. What I have already said about Jesus, 
will enable you to understand that she separ- 
ates Jesus and Christ entirely; then she so far 
stoops to our “Illusioned” condition, as to 
speak of the sufferings of Jesus, but not in any 
Christian sense of the meaning of those suffer- 
ings. Indeed, she distinctly states that “The 
blood of Jesus was no more efficacious to 
cleanse from sin, when it was shed on the tree, 
than when it was flowing in His veins” (page 
330). And you remember, I told you before, 
she says He did not die, and now I give you an 
instance of it, to show you how she adheres to 
that throughout, and does not hesitate, when 
it conflicts with her theory, to alter the Word 
of God. Where she quotes the Apostle’s words 
in the 5th of Romans, where he says, “We are 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son,” 
she adds, between the words “the” and “death,” 
the word “seeming,” so making God’s Word 
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to read, “reconciled to God by the (seeming) 
death of His Son.” 

J. I am truly shocked; I did not think it 
possible for a person to handle these inexpres- 
sibly solemn and sublime subjects concerning 
the Hoty PERSON AND WORK OF OUR LoRD 
JESUS CHRIST in this way. 

H. But wait, she further makes the bold 
assertion that “Christ did not suffer at all.” 

J. Ah; I see this is where she separates 
Jesus and Christ. She allows Jesus to suffer 
in a sort of way, though not in any sense 
“Vicarious; but being in a body made Him 
subject to the “Illusions” of sense. But 
CuRisT, according to her, “never suffered,” and 
she says this in the face of such clear state- 
ments of our Lord himself, and of His Apos- 
tles, as for instance, the Lorp JrEsus, after His 
resurrection, said: “Thus is is written, and 
thus it behoved THE CHRIST to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day.” (Luke xxiv, 
46). And the Apostle Peter: “But those 
things which God before had showed by the 
mouth of all His prophets, that CHrist should 
suffer, He hath so fulfilled. (Acts iii, 18). 
And in his Epistles the same: “Redeemed by 
the BLoop oF Curist.” “CHRIST suffered for 
us;’ “Curist hath once suffered for sins: 
“CuRIst has suffered for us in the flesh.” (I 
Peter i, 19; ii. 21; iv. 1). And again, the 
Apostle Paul: “Curist died for our sins, and 
was buried, and rose again the third day.” (I 
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Cor. xv, 1-3). And the same Apostle says that 
this was the way God took to commend His 
love to us, “In that while we were yet sinners, 
CHRIST DIED for us.” Again: “For when we 
were yet without strength, in due time CHRIST 
DIED for the ungodly.” (Rom. v). And the. 
Apostle John’s writings are full of this sub-— 
ject, expressed in these words: “The Blood of 
Jesus Curist His Son, cleanseth us from all 
sin.” (I John i, 7). I cannot understand any 
one listening to such flat contradictions of 
Gop’s Worp. 

H. . Nor can I, except that, as that Word 
informs us, in the last days strong delusions 
should come, as a judgment on those who when 
they had the truth did not obey it, so that they 
should believe a lie, as the Apostle Paul writes, 
“God shall send them strong delusion,” and he 
also says, that many, when they see the signs 
and wonders which he says shall accompany 
these delusions, “shall fall away from the 
faith.” (2 Thess. i1). 

J. I was going, before saying good-bye, to 
ask you about the “signs” they dwell so much 
upon as shewing, according to them, their so- 
called divine commission. 

H. I have not time to go into that now, it 
will suffice to say, that Scripture warns against 
everything claiming with signs, or without 
them, to come from God, which does not bring ° 
with it the doctrine of the Father and the Son, 
and surely, if there is one thing plain, even to 
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the babe in Christ, it is this, that “Hddyism” 
denies Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and blas- 
phemously substitutes what we have already 
stated, “Mind” and “Eddyism.” Our Lorp 
also warns us, saying that many would come 
doing great signs and wonders, claiming to be 
Christs, and He warns us not to go after them, 
as there will be no mistaking Our Lorp’s SEc- 
OND CominG, for He says: “Then shall appear 
the Sign of the Son of Man in the Heavens. 
ee * +> “And they shall see the Sonor 
Man coming in the clouds of Heaven with 
power and great glory.” (Matt. xxiv, 24, 30). 

J. Thanks, very much, then we shall have 
another talk about their so-called “Signs” when 
we meet again. (Good-bye. 


(Continued on Page 216), 
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A FEW. WORDS ON CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE. 


The following pages are a reproduction of a 
little tract of the same name, which is now out 
of print. It is not exactly a reprint, though 
the manner of treating the subject is the same, 
—to place side by side the teachings of the 
Word of God, and of Christian Science. In 
the former tract quotations were made from a 
book entitled “Condensed thoughts on Chris- 
tian Science,” and exception was taken to this 
by those who declared that the book was not a 
fair or authoritative presentation of the teach- 
ing. In the present paper, therefore, all quo- 
tations are made from Mrs. Eddy’s_ book, 
“Science and Health, with Key to Scripture,”* 
—the book which is, according to its own 
claims, the only authoritative and complete 
statement of the teachings of the “Science.” 
“It is the voice of truth to this age, and con- 
tains the whole of Christian Science, or the 
science of healing through mind. * * * Other 
works, which have borrowed from this book 
without giving it credit, have adulterated the 
Science” (p. 453). The style in this work is 
much more diffuse than in the other, which 
necessitates longer quotations, thereby length- 
- ening the paper. 

In no case is a quotation made unfairly, as a 
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reference to the pages of the book will show. 
If words or clauses or sentences are omitted, it 
is not to conceal the teaching, but to present 
clearly the one point which is under examina- 
tion. These omissions are always indicated. 
This paper is therefore commended to the 
thoughtful attention of any who desire to com- 
pare the teachings of Mrs. Eddy with the Word 
of God. May He deliver His own from the 
dreadful errors embodied in this “Science 
falsely so called.” 

We might say at the outset that for one who 
knows and loves our Lord Jesus Christ as a 
personal Saviour, Christian Science can have 
no charms and few dangers. If this should 
sound harsh, let it be remembered that this 
system completely subverts the whole of Chris- 
tianity; so that he who accepts the one must 
give up the other. To it apply our Lord’s 
words, “No man can serve two masters.” Nor 
is this any less true because the system is de- 
nominated “Christian,” and quotes Scripture. 
The Word of God warns against false prophets, 
who wear the livery of heaven. Claims and 
professions are to be tested, and a use of 
Scripture which may flood the page with quota- 
tions must also be tried by the same infallible 
s‘andard. Satan quoted Scripture to our Lord, 
and so do his ministers, but the Spirit of truth 
will guide the simple as to whether it is a right 
use of the Word of God. If it is, it will be in 
full accord with the entire substance of God’s 
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teaching; if not, though it may seem to bear 
upon the subject, it will be found to misapply. 

That we are justified in making such state- 
ments will be seen in a moment as we compare 
a few of the teachings of Scripture with. this 
system. 


I. THE BEING OF GOD AND HIS RELA- 
TION TO MAN. 


WHAT SCRIPTURES SAY :— 


“God is a Spirit” (Jon. iv. 24). 

“From everlasting to everlasting Thou art 
God Péxce ys 

“No man hath seen God at any time” (Jno. 
i. 18). 

“The Father of lights, with whom is no vari- 
ableness, neither shadow of turning” (Jas. i. 
17). 

“The King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only wise God” (I Tim. i. 17). 

“In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth” (Gen. i. 1). 

“The Lord God formed man of the ground, 
and breathed into his nosirils the breath of life, 
and man became a living soul” (Gen. ii. 7). 

“The God in whose hand thy breath is, and 
whose are all thy ways” (Dan. v. 23). 

“very one of us shall give account of him- 
self to God” (Rom. xiv. 12). 

These Scriptures teach that God is a Spirit, 
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almighty, eternal, invisible, unchangeable, all- 
wise; the Creator of all things, and of man, the 
upholder of all, and the One to whom every 
man is responsible. Other Scriptures speak of 
His goodness, love, truth, grace, righteousness, 
holiness. We cannot even give an outline of 
His character, attributes and government. He 
is the infinite Being who is absolute ruler over | 
all His universe. In His holy presence we veil 
our faces. 


WHat “CHRISTIAN SCIENCE” SAYS :— 


“God is supreme Being, the only Life, Sub- 
stance, and Soul, the only Intelligence of the 
universe, including man. Eye hath neither seen 
God nor His likeness. Neither God nor the 
perfect man can be discerned by the human 
senses. The individuality of Spirit is unknown 
and thus a knowledge of it is lefi either to hu- 
man conjecture or the revelation of divine 
Science” (p. 225). 

“Principle is divine mind, and Mind is not 
both good and bad, for God is Mind; there- 
fore mind is good only, and there is but one 
mind because there is but one God” (p. 226). 

“God is the only Life, and Life is no more in 
the forms that express it, than substance is in 
its shadow. If Life were in mortal man, or 
material things, it would be subject to their 
limitations and end in death” (p. 226). 

“Man was and is God’s idea, even the infinite 
expression of infinite Mind, and coexistent and 
coeternal with that Mind” (p. 281). 
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“Since God is all there is no room for His 
opposite” (p. 234). 

“Divine Love is infinite, therefore all that 
really exists is divine Love” (p. 235). 

“1. God is all in all. 2. God is Good. Good 
is Mind. 38. God, Spirit, being all, nothing is 
matter” (p. 7). | 

It will be well also to point out (pp. 516, 
517) that Mrs. Eddy accepts the teachings of 
Higher Criticism, that there are two authors of 
Genesis. The Elohist represents a spiritual be- 
ing who makes spiritual beings; the Jehovah 
presents a being who is the national God of 
Israel, a war God, gross and imperfect. He 
forms material man. 

Her whole teaching as to God and man is a 
sort of pantheism, in which man is elevated to 
deity, and all true sense of personality is lost. 
Apart from its false philosophy, it is a deadly 
denial of thetruths of revelation and a degra- 
dation of the Jehovah God. 


II. AS TO THE PERSON OF CHRIST. 
WHAT SCRIPTURE SAYS :—. 


“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
“All things were made by Him” (Jno. i. 1, 3). 

“Who is the image of the invisible God” 
(Coli. 15). 

“Being the brightness of His glory, and the 
express image of His person, and upholding 
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all things by the word of His power” (Heb. 
ie). 

oe we have the divinity of the Son of God 
taught in the most absolute way. 

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us” (Jno. i. 14). 

“He made Himself of no reputation, and 
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men” (Phil. 11. 7). 

“Who was made of the seed of David accord- 
ing to the flesh” (Rom. i. 3). 

Here we have “the man Christ Jesus’—His 
humanity. 

“Who did no sin, neither was guile found in 
His mouth” (I Peter ii. 22). 

“Holy, harmless, undefiled” (Heb. vii. 26). 

These and such scriptures teach His absolute 
sinlessness. 

Contrast with these precious statements— 


WHat “CHRISTIAN SCIENCE’ SAYS :— 


“Life, Truth and Love constitute the triune 
God, or triply divine Principle. * * * God the 
Father; Christ the type of Sonship; Divine 
Science, or the Holy Comforter” (p. 227). 

“Jesus was the Virgin’s son * * * Mary’s 
conception of Him was spiritual; for only pur- 
ity could reflect Truth and Love, which were to 
be incarnate in the good and pure Christ Jesus. 
He expressed the highest type, in that age,which 
a fleshy form could express of manhood. Into 


the real and ideal man the sensual element can- ~ 
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not enter. Thus it was that Christ born of the 
Father illustrated the coincidence, or spiritual 
agreement, between God and man” (p. 228). 

“Until it is learned that generation rests on 
no sexual basis, let marriage continue, and let 
us permit no such disregard of law as may lead 
to a worse state of society than now exists. 
Honesiy and virtue ensure the stability of the 
marriage covenant. Spirit will ultimately 
claim its own, and the voices of physical sense 
be forever hushed” (p. 274). 

These statements are placed side by side in 
order to show that the author does not regard 
the incarnation of our Lord as the one miracle 
of all time, unique and necssarily so, but as a 
type of what must eventually be the normal 
conception of men, when sensualism is set 
aside by pure spiritual thoughts. Mary simply 
anticipated what all mothers, emancipated by — 
the truths of Christian Science, will do. And 
Jesus was simply the highest type, in His age, 
of manhood. All humanity will eventually be 
conceived like Him. It is important to note 
the subtle character of this horrible blasphemy, 
which permeates the entire book. Scripture 
language will be used, and apparently script- 
ural statements made, but when compared with 
other of her statements, they are seen to rob us 
of the true personality, deity and unique hu- 
manity of our Lord and Saviour. The follow- 
ing sentences will show this more clearly: 

“The invisible Christ was incorporeal, where- 
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as Jesus was a corporeal or bodily existence. 
This dual personality, of the unseen and the 
seen, the spiritual and material, the Christ and 
Jesus, continued until the Master’s ascension ; 
when the human, thecorporeal concept, or 
Jesus, disappeared; while his invisible self, 
Christ, continued to exist in the eternal order 
of Divine Science, taking away the sins of the 
world, as the Christ had always done, even be- 
fore the human Jesus was incarnate to mortal 
eyes” (p. 229). 

“Jesus was the offspring of Mary’s self-con- 
scious communion with God. Hence he could 
give a more spiritual idea of life than other 
men, and could demonstrate the science of his 
divine principle” (p. 335). 

“Born of a woman, Jesus’ advent in the 
flesh partook partly of Mary’s earthly condi- 
tion; although he was endowed with the divine 
‘Spirit without measure” This accounts for 
his struggles in Gethsemane and on Calvary, 
and this enabled Him to be the mediator, or 
way-shower, between God and men” (p. 335). 

“When the human element in him struggled 
with the divine, our great leader said: ‘Not my 
will, but thine be done! that is, Let not the 
flesh, but the Spirit be represented in me” (p. 
338). 

“Through all the disciples beheld, they be- 
came more spiritual, and understood better 
what the Master had taught. His resurrection 
was also their resurrection. It helped them to 


224 Gold, Frankincence and Myrrh. 


raise others from spiritual dullness, and from 
a blind belief in God, into a faint understand- 
ing of infinite possibilities. They needed this 
quickening, for soon their dear Master would 
rise again in the spiritual scale of existence, 
and ascend far above their apprehension. As 
the reward for his faithfulness, he would dis- 
appear to material sense, in that change which 
has since been called the ascension” (p. 339). 

“The virgin-mother conceived this idea of 
God, and gave to her ideal the name of Jesus 
—that is, Joshua, or Saviour. The illumina- 
tion of Mary’s spiritual sense put to silence ma- 
terial law, and its order of generation, and 
brought forth her child by the revelation of 
Truth, demonstrating God as the Father of 
Men” (p. 334). 

“During his night of gloom and glory in the 
garden, Jesus realized the utter error of a be- 
lief in any possible material intelligence” (p. 
352). 

“His disciples believed Jesus dead while he 
was hidden in the sepulchre; whereas he was 
alive, demonstrating within the narrow tomb, 
the power of the spirit to destroy human, ma- 
terial sense” (p. 349). 

Such language, stripped of its precious show 
of piety and misused scripture quotations, 
teaches that the Christ is the God-idea; that 
Mary had an intellectual apprehension of this 
idea, and brought it forth as a material being 
—Jesus; that He inherited from His mother 
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many misapprehensions and beliefs in material 
existence against which He struggled, finally 
overcoming them in Gethsemane and on Cal- 
vary, so that He was alive in His grave. His 
resurrection showed this to His disciples, but 
it was only on His ascension that He dropped 
the last bit of material form and disappeared 
into the former “Christ-idea.” Let the reader 
note what he loses through this blasphemy: To 
begin with there is no eternal Son of God as a 
person; a mere idea of Truth displaces this; 
the incarnation was not a miracle, but the nor- 
mal birth through spiritual mothers: “Jesus” 
was a concession to human error, and in fact 
was Himself subject to it, till He threw it all 
off, and then ceased to be Jesus! He is now 
only the Christ-idea. 

My fellow Christian, are you ready to give 
up “the Man Christ Jesus,” “this same Jesus,” 
for this phantom who had the same errors as 
yourself, but who has conquered them? Further 
comment on such blasphemy is needless. 


Ill. AS TO THE WORK OF CHRIST. 


SCRIPTURE SAYS :— 


“By one offering He hath perfected forever 
them that are sanctified” (Heb. x. 14). 

“Made nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 
ii. 13). 

“Being justified by faith.” * * * “justified 
through His blood” (Rom. vy. 1, 9). 
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The truth of atonement by substitution, of 
wrath-bearing for our justification, is here 
taught. 


Wuat “CHRISTIAN SCIENCE” SAYS :— 


“Atonement is the exemplification of man’s 
unity with God, whereby he reflects divine 
truth, life and love. Jesus of Nazareth taught 
and demonstrated this oneness with the Father, 
and for this we owe him endless homage. * * * 
He did life’s work aright, not only in justice to 
himself, but in mercy to mortals,—to show 
them how to do theirs, but not to do wt for 
them, or relieve them of a single responsibility” 
(p. 323). 

“Hvery pang of repentance and suffering, 
every effort for reform, every good thought and 
deed, will help us to understand Jesus’ atone- 
ment for sin, and aid its efficacy” (p. 324).. 

“Jesus bore our infirmities, he knew the er- 
ror of mortal belief, and, ‘through his stripes 
(the denial of error) we are healed’ ” (p. 325). 

“Waking to Christ’s demand, mortals experi- 
ence suffering. This cause them, even as 
drowning men, to make vigorous efforts to save 
themselves; and through Christ’s precious love, 
these efforts are crowned with success” (p. 
327). : 

“One sacrifice, however great, is insufficient 
to pay the debt of sin. The atonement requires 
constant self-immolation on the sinner’s part. 
That God’s wrath should be vented upon His 
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beloved Son is divinely unnatural. Such a 
theory is man-made. The atonement is a hard 
problem in theology ;but its more reasonable ex- 
planation is, that suffering is an error of sin- 
ful sense, which truth destroys, and that even- 
tually both sin and suffering will fall at the 
- feet of ever lasting love” (p. 328). 

Contrast this last paragraph especially with 
our scripture quotation, Heb. x. 14:—“‘By one 
offering He hath perfected forever them that 
are sanctified.” 

“The time is not distant when the ordinary 
views of atonement will undergo a great change 
—a change as radical as that which has come 
over popular opinions in regard to predestina- 
tion and future punishment” (p. 329). 

“The efficacy of the crucifixion les in the 
practical affection and goodness it demon- 
strated for mankind. The truth had been liv- 
ing in their midst, but until they saw that it 
enabled their Master to triumph over the grave, 
his disciples could not admit such an event to 
be possible” (p. 329). . 

“Science reevals the necessity of sufficient 
suffering, either before or after death, to 
quench the love of sin. To remit the penalty 
due for sin would be for Truth to pardon er- 
ror” (p. 341). 

“His disciples believed Jesus to be dead while 
he was hidden in the sepulchre; whereas he was 
alive, demonstarting within the narrow tomb, 
the power of spirit to destroy. human, material — 
sense” (p. 349). 
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“After gaining the true idea of their glorified 
Master, they became better healers, leaning no 
longer on a leader, but on the divine Principle 
of their work” (p. 352). 

Compare the above with Peter’s avowal of 
the power which raised the impotent man :— 

“And when Peter saw it, he answered unto 
the people. Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye 
at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as 
though by our own power or holiness we had 
made this man to walk? , 

“The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified 
His Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and de- 
nied Him in the presence of Pilate, when he 
was determined to let Him go. 

“But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, 
and desired a murderer to be granted unto ‘you. 

“And killed the Prince of life, whom God 
hath raised from the dead; whereof we are wit- 
nesses. 

“And His name, through faith in His name, 
hath made this man strong, whom ye see and 
know: yea, the faith which is by Him hath 
given him this perfect soundness in the pres- 
ence of you all” (Acts ili. 12-16). 

But more of “Christian Science :” 

“Jesus could have withdrawn himself from 
his enemies. He had’ power to lay down a 
temporal sense of life for his spiritual likeness 
of the infinite; but he allowed men to attempt 
the destruction of the mortal body in order that 
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he might furnish the proof of immortal hfe” 
(p. 356). 

“His consummate example was for the sal- 
vation of us all, but only through doing the 
healing works that he did” (p. 356). 
_ “Jesus bore our sins in his own body, He 

knew the mortal error which constitutes the 
material body, and could destroy that; but at 
the time when Jesus felt our infirmities, he had 
not conquered all the beliefs of the flesh, or his 
sense of material life, nor had he risen to his 
final demonstration of spiritual power’ (p. 
358). 

The meaning of all this, with its mixture of 
scripture statements and transcendental philo- 
ophy, is that the man Jesus was a conception of 
the Christ-idea—which is the idea of God—by 
a pure woman, who yet transmitted to Him 
some of her beliefs in material things and the 
errors of mortal mind. With these He had to 
s‘ruggle till He overcame them, and returned 
back to the spiritual Christ-idea which always 
existed. We are to imitate this struggle and 
gain this victory, and this is atonement. Faith 
is a rigid denial of the beliefs of sense, and a 
strong self-reliance. 

“One kind of faith trusts our welfare to an- 
other being. The other kind of faith under- 
stands how to work out one’s ‘own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling’” (p. 328). 

Does the Chris‘ian reader recognize in this 
any resemblance to those precious truths which 
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assure us that “to him that worketh not but 
believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteousness ?” Let the 
child of God take his Bible, and look through 
the gospel of John or the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans, and see whether this system leaves him 
any of the blessed assurances to the helpless, 
guilty sinner which those and other portions of 
the word of God give. Not a single objective 
truth is left—the personal Jesus has 
disappeared, His death was a_ deception, 
and only needed to show there was no 
such thing as death. Forgiveness, jus- 
tification, access to God, assurance of pres- 
ent acceptance in the Beloved—all disappear 
to leave in their place an impersonal Christ-idea, 
which is practical pantheism, and the recol- 
lection of a Jesus who has shown us the way 
to deny the existence of all error, sin, and mor- 
tality. The justice of God, the grace that 
meets the guilty sinner with full pardon— 
these are old fashioned dogmas which have been 
displaced by this new light. 

How do you feel, fellow believer, as in weak- 
ness you have clung to that almighty arm, and 
found all thepower of Christ for you; as you 
came a guilty wretch to God and found peace 
and acceptance through the blood of Christ, a 
gift “to him that worketh not”—how do you 
feel when asked to give up these precious facts 
for the struggles of a drowning man, simply 
doing what Jesus did as the way of salvation? 
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IV. THE EXISTENCE OF SIN 
AND DEATH. 


WHat ScRIPTURE SAYS :— 


“By one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin” (Rom. v. 12). 

“Death reigned” (Rom. v. 14). 

“Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of 
sin” (John viii. 34). 

“The wages of sin is death” (Rom. vi. 23). 


WHat “CHRISTIAN SCIENCE” SAYS :— 


“Principle is divine Mind, and Mind is not 
both good and bad, for God is Mind; there is 
but one Mind, because there is but one God. 
God is Good, and evil cannot proceed from 
Good. * * * In infinite Good there is no room 
for evil” (p. 226). 

“The scriptures imply that God is All-in-all. 
From this it follows that nothing possesses. 
reality or existence except Mind, God” (p. 
226). 

“There is but one Spirit, because there can 
be but one infinite, and therefore but one God. 
There are neither spirits many nor gods many. 
There is no evil in spirit, because spirit is 
God” (p. 230). 

This denies the existence not only of Satan 
and all wicked spirits, but of the angels as well. 
Compare the following scriptures :— 

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the 
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lusts of your father ye will do: he was a mur- 
derer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
' he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for 
he is a liar, and the father of it” (John viii. 
44). 

“Theh was Jesus led up of the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 

“And when He had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, He was afterward an hungered. 

“And when the tempter came to Him, he 
said, If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread. 

“But He answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

“Then the devil taketh Him up into the holy 
city, and setteth Him on a pinnacle of the tem- 

le. 

“And saith unto Him, If thou be the Son 
God, cast Thyself down: for it is written, He 
shall give His angels charge concerning Thee: 
and in thew hands they shall bear Thee up, 
lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a 
stone. 

“Jesus said unto him, It is written again, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

“Again, the devil taketh Him up into an ex- 
ceeding high mountain, and sheweth Him all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them. 

“And saith unto Him, All these things will 
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I give Thee, If Thou wilt fall down and wor- 
ship me. 

“Then saith Jesus nth him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve. 

“Then the devil leaveth Him, and, behold, 
angels came and ministered unto Him” (Matt. 
iv. 1-11). 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” (I Peter v. 8). 

“And of the angels He saith, Who maketh 
His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of 
fire. 

“Are they not all ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs 
of salvation” (Heb. i. 7, 14). 

“And I beheld, and I heard the voice of 
many angels round about the throne, and the 
beasts, and the elders: and the number of them 
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thou- 
sands of thousands” (Rev. v. 11). 

“And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan. which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into 
the earth, and his angels were cast out with 
him” (Rev. xi. 9). | 

Many more could be adduced but we turn 
again to the sayings of “Christian Science” :— 

“To get rid of sin, through Science, is to 
divest sin of any supposed mind or reality, and 
never to admit that sin can have intelligence or 
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power, pain or pleasure. You conquer error by 
denying its verity. Our various theories will 
never lose their imaginary power for good or 
evil until we lose our belief in them, and make 
life its own proof of harmony and God” (p. 
234). 

Here intelligence is confounded with reality, 
and under the specious denial of intelligence to 
sin, its reality is denied. Sinning is but to 
make real what is unreal. 

“Ts man lost spiritually? No, he can only be 
lost materially. All sin is of the flesh. It can- 
not be spiritual. Sin exists only so long as the 
material illusion remains. It is the sense of 
sin, and not the sinful soul, which must be lost” 
(p. 207). 

“We are commonly taught there is 2 human 
soul which sins, and is lost spiritually,—that 
the soul may be lost and yet is immortal. If 
soul could sin, Spirit would be material instead 
of spiritual. It is the thought, or motive, of 
material sense which sins. If Soul sinned, soul ~ 
would die. Sin is the element of self-destruc- 
tion, and spiritual death is oblivion. Then the 
annihilation of Spirit would be inevitable” (p. 
204). 

It is not to be supposed that the system 
teaches therefore the annihilation of the wicked 
(dreadful error as that is), but that as Spirit 
cannot cease to exist and is always good and 
God, therefore sin cannot have to do with the 
mind but the sense. If such scriptures as “Ful- 
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filling the desires of the flesh and of the mind” 
(Eph. ii. 3) were quoted, we would be told that 
this was “mortal mind,’ the errors of sense 
which had no real existence. This mortal be- 
lief will be all that will perish (p. 198). 

“Devil. Evil; a lie; error; neither corporeal- 
ity nor mind; the opposite of truth; a belief in 
sin, sickness and death” (p. 575, Glossary). 

“The great truth that man was, is and ever 
shall be perfect is incontrovertible” (p. 96). 

“We must learn that evil is the awful de- 
ception and unreality of existence” (p. 103). 

“The sensations of sickness and sin exist only 
in belief” (p. 107). 

“If Soul could sin, or be lost, then Being 
and Immortality would be lost, with all the fac- 
ulties of Mind; but Being cannot be lost while 
God. exists’ (p. 111). 

“The universal belief in death is of no ad- 
vantage. It cannot make life or truth appar- 
ent. Death will be found at length to be a mor- 
tal dream, which comes in darkness and disap- 
pears with the light” (p. 347). 

Death therefore like sin is all a mistake, and 
a belief in it is to be absolutely renounced ; and 
yet the Scripture says, “As it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment” 
(Heb. ix. 27). “I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God” (Rev. xx. 12). Such 
teachings destroy any thought of the abomina- 
ble character of sin, as an inherent evil in man’s ~ 
spirit, which deserves and will receive everlast- 
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ing judgment in the lake of fire. It is simply 
an error, a misapprehension which flees when 
the truth is known. No wonder the author 
denies the need of atonement, in its scriptural 
sense. 


V. THE WORD OF GOD. — 


WHAT SCRIPTURE SAYS :— 


“All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God”? (2 Tim. ni..16). 

“The scripture cannot be broken” (John x. 
35). 

“Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven” (Ps. exix. 89). 

Speaking of the second account of creation 
(Gen. ii. 4, etc.) in contrast with the first, the 
teacher of 


“CHRISTIAN SCIENCE” SAYS :-— 


“The Science and Truth of divine Creation 
have been presented in the verses already con- 
sidered; and now the opposite error, a material 
view of creation, is to be set forth” (p. 514). 

She declares that the Higher Criticism has 
taught there are two documents in Genesis, the 
Elohistic and Jehovistic, and this latter part is 
full of error teaching the existence of matter, 
ete. It is significant that she finds in this por- _ 
tion all mention of sin and the devil. Let the 
reader see for himself in her book what view 
this woman holds of the word of God (pp. 514- 
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538). It is a carefully elaborated scheme to 
rend apart the word of God and to deny that 
which more parucularly shows her error. 

“The Jewish Tribal Jehovah was a man-pro- 
jected God, liable to wrath, repentance, and hu- 
man chageableness. The Christian Science 
God is universal, eternal divine Love, which 
changeth not, etc., etc.” (p. 34). 

So it is a choice between Jehovah in the 
Scriptures and Mrs. Eddy’s deity. Mrs. Eddy 
is far too cunning to commit herself to a bald 
denial of the Scriptures; on the contrary she 
professes to exalt them absolutely. But this is 
only specious. She alludes to the various read- 
ings and errors in versions as showing “how a 
mortal and material sense stole into the divine 
record, darkening, to some extent, the inspired 
_ pages with its own hue” (p. 33). Inher chap- 
ter on the exegesis of Genesis, she says, as jus- 
tifying her interpretation, 

“Tt is so brief that it would almost seem from 
the preponderance of unreality in the whole 
narrative, as if reality did not predominate over 
the- unreal, thelight side over the dark, the 
straight lne of Spirit over the mortal devia- 
tions and inverted images of the Creator and 
His creation” (p. 496). 

She therefore gives the spiritual interpreta- 
tion of the various portions of the first chapter, 
in contrast to the unreality and error of the 
literal language, which she declares to be “the 
erude forms of human thought” (p. 496). 
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Thus the letter of God’s word is in the form 
of error, and needs the higher interpretation to 
make it true. How different this is from seeing 
a spiritual as well as a literal meaning need not 
be said. But the importance of this quotation 
is that it gives us the key to her use of Scrip- 
ture, and supplies an explanation of. that pro- 
fessed loyalty to the word of God which has 
misled many who have not known her depths. 
A few illustrations will show her use of Scrip- 
ture, and how blasphemous it is. When the 
woman is asked as to her sin she replies, | 

“<The serpent beguiled me and I did eat’; 
as much as to say, in meek penitence, Neither 
man nor God shall father my fault. She has 
already learned so much, that corporeal sense is 
the serpent. Hence she is the first to. abandon 
the belief in the material origin of man, and 
to discern spiritual creation. This hereafter 
enables woman to be the mother of Jesus, and 
to behold at the sepulchre the risen Saviour, 
soon to manifest the deathless man of God’s 
creating. This enables woman to be the first to 
interpret the Scriptures in their true sense, 
which reveals the spiritual origin of man” (p. 
526). 

Thus Eve learns the lesson of the unreality 
of matter and sense and sin, and this renders 
her, or one like her, capable of being the moth- 
er of our Lord, whose mission it was to prove 
the same unreality! What unholy blasphemy! 
Why is sentence pronounced on Eve if she was 
already delivered from the error? 
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Abel’s offering, she claims, was more accept- 
able than Cain’s because the latter’s was mater- 
ial, and “A lamb is a more animate form of 
existence, and more nearly resembles a mind- 
offering” (p. 533). Thus where faith sees the 
spotless victim offered as the substitute for sin, 
this wretched creed brings in “philosophy and 
vain deceit.” 

What more ridiculous folly could there be 
than this interpretation of the murder of Abel? 

“Cain rose up against his brother, and slew 
him.’ The erroneous belief that life substance 
and intelligence can be material, ruptures the 
brotherhood of man at the very outset” (p. 
533.) 

There is direct falsehood in the following, 
and a manifest intention to deceive: 

“The translators of this record of scientific 
creation entertained a false sense of being. They 
believed in the existence of matter, its propaga- 
tion and power. From that standpoint of er- 
ror, they could not apprehend the. nature and 
operation of Spirit. Hence the seeming contra- 
diction in that scripture which is so glorious in 
its spiritual signification. Truth has but one 
reply to all error—to sin, sickness and death: 
‘Dust (nothingness) thou art, and unto dust 
(nothingness) shalt thou return’” (p. 537). 

Why does she say the /ranslators had a false 
sense of being? There is no question of er- 
roneous translation; if there is any error it is in 
the writer of the passage, as she well knows. 
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She thus convicts herself both of falsehood and 
. of a disbelief in the written word of God. Nor 
is this a single instance of this false trafficking 
in Scripture; it is universal use she makes of 
it throughout, and stamps her entire book with 
the falsehood of that devil whose personality 
she so smoothly denies. Let the simple beware. 


VI. THE LORD’S COMING, HEAVEN, 
ETC. 


WHAT SCRIPTURE SAYS :— 


“The Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven; * * * and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17). 

“The hour is coming in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall 
come forth” (John vy. 28, 29). 

“In my Faiher’s house are many mansions. 
* * * T go to prepare a place for you * * * 
I will come again, and receive you unto my- 
self; that where I am, there ye may be also” 
(John xiv. 2, 3). 


WHat “CHRISTIAN SCIENCE” SAYS :-— 


“Heaven. Harmony; the reign of Spirit; 
government by Principle; spirituality; bliss; 
the atmosphere of soul” (p. 578, Glossary). 
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“The calm, strong currents of true spiritual- 
ity, the manifestations whereof are harmony, 
purity and self-immolation, must deepen hu- 
man experience, until the beliefs of material 
life are seen to be a bald imposition, and ma- 
teriality gives everlasting place to the scien- 
tific demonstration of Spirii” (p. 265). 

The parable of leaven hid in the three meas- 
ures of meal implies the spread of the spiritual 
interpretation of the truths of Christ. 

“Did not this parable point a moral with a 
prophecy, foretelling the second appearance on 
the flesh (!) of the Christ? Truth, hidden in 
sacred secrecy from the visible world” (p. 12). 

“Christ’s immortal ideal will sweep down the 
centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick 
and sinning. My weary hope iries to realize 
that happy day, when all shall recognize His re- 
appearing’ (p. 360). 

“In Saint John’s vision, Heaven and earth 
stand for spiritual ideas” (p. 528). 

“Were this new heaven and new earth ter- 
restial, material or spiritual? They could not 
be the former, for the human sense of space is 
unable to grasp such a view. * * * This tes+ 
timony of Holy Writ sustains the fact in 
science that the heavens and earth, to one hu- 
man consciousness—or that consciousness 
which God bestows—is spiritual; while to an- 
other, the unilluminated human mind, the vi- 
sion is material” (p. 564). 

Did space permit, quotations could be given 
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indefinitely showing that all the tender and 
precious hopes taught by the Spirit of God as 
to our blessed Lord’s return to take His re- 
deemed to His home in heaven, the Father’s 
house, are lost in the vague nowhere of a falsely 
spiritualized teaching. According to this teach- 
ing, heaven is “Harmony ; the reign of Spirit ; 
government by principle; spirituality; bliss; 
the atmosphere of soul” (p. 578). 

In like manner the terrors of hell are soften- 
ed down to “Mortal belief; error; lust; re- 
morse; hatred; sin; sekaiege death; suffering 
and self- destruction ; self-imposed agony ; effects 
of sin; that which maketh and worketh a lie” 
(p. 579). There is here no strong hand of 
divine judgment shutting up guilty rejectors of 
Christ in an eternal abode of doom, the second 
death, the lake of fire, which the word of God 
so tenderly and earnestly warns men against. 
. The teaching is that hell is a misconception, an 
unreality, and laying aside the misconception, 
the thing has disappeared. 


VII. HEALING OF DISEASE. 


No one would listen for a moment to such 
vagaries as we have been examining were there 
not some special inducement, some bait to lure 
the unwary into the snare. It is not far to seek 
this bait, spread as it is on well-nigh every one 
of the 590 pages of the book. This is not de- 

nied but gloried in by the author and her fol- 
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lowers. It is the claim of the system to cure 
disease, if a phantom can be cured. We must 
therefore close with a short examination of this 
teaching of the cure of disease, which can be all 
the briefer because all that we have heretofore 
seen is in line with it. One of her favorite ex- 
pressions is “sin, sickness and death,” so that 
all the teaching as to the former is applicable 
to the latter two. 

In brief, there is no such thing as sickness, 
or suffering. What are called such are but er- 
rors of the mortal mind. ‘Truth dispels all 
such errors, and the only scientific treatment of 
disease is by its denial and the statement of its 
opposite. Dreary pages of reiteration could be 
quoted ; a few sentences must suffice. 

“Sickness is an illusion, to be annihilated 
by Mind. Disease is an experience of mortal 
mind. It is fear made manifest on the body. 
Divine truth takes away this physical sense of 
error, just as it removes a sense of moral or 
mental error. That the body is material, and 
that matter should suffer—these propositions 
seem perfectly real and natural in dreams. 
Every sense of life in matter is but a dream, 
and not a reality of Being” (p. 489). 

“Reason rightly directed, serves to correct 
the errors of corporeal sense; but while the 
spell of belief remains unbroken, sin, sickness 
and death will seem real (even as the experi- 
ences of the sleeping dream seem real) until 
the science of man’s eternal harmony breaks 
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this illusion with its own unbroken reality” 
(p. 490). 

“A sick body is evolved from sick thoughts. 
Evil, disease, and death proceed from false be- 
hefs” (p. 156). , 

“Bones have only the substantiality of 
thought which formed them. They are only an 
appearance, a subjective state of mortal mind” 
(p. 421). 

“To prevent or cure scrofula, and other so- 
called hereditary diseases, you must destroy the 
belief in these ills, and the faith in the possi- 
bility of their transmission” (p. 422). 

“If the lungs are disappearing, this is but 
one of the beliefs of mortal mind” (p. 423). 

Did our Lord so treat disease? Were not the 
eyes blind which He opened? the palsy and the 
fever actual? Did He say they were not real 
afflictions? The whole subject of disease is too 
large to enter upon here. Old and New Testa- 
ment Scriptures show it, and that which fol- 
lows it, death, to be the result of the fall. It 
is part of the governmental result of man’s dis- 
obedience and alienation from God (Ex. xv. 
26; Lk. v. 18-25). -Without doubt it is a type 
of that more dreadful disease of the soul, sin. 
But this does not destroy the reality of the dis- 
ease. There is only one place where there will 
be no more sickness, sin or death, and that is 
where Christ will take His Blood-bought peo- 
ple. Tull then, we wait for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our bodies (Rom. viii. 23). 
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The healings of our Lord were the divine 
witness of the character of his mission; those 
of His disciples were the same. ‘They were not 
restoring the ordinary course of things, still 
less teaching the people the spiritual laws of 
health. They were giving proof of the reality 
of the message they were bringing. 

The hope set before us is the Coming of our 
Lord, when these mortal bodies will be changed 
and made like to His glorious body, and when 
we shall see and be like Him. Nothing else 
will satisfy the new-born soul but a sight of 
the precious Saviour who has put away all our 
sins by His sacrificial death, and who longs to 
~ see us. We will then be like Him and with 
Him forever. ‘Till then we seek to know Him 
better through His word, and to walk in sepa- 
ration from the world which crucified Him. As 
to our bodies, we groan (2 Cor. v. 2-4), for they 
are still in the old creation, into which sin has 
brought ruin. As to our spirits, we rejoice in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free. 
Should sickness be permitted to assail our mor- 
tal bodies, we recognize it as an humbling evi- 
dence of the ruin brought in by sin, we bow to 
the government of God and seek to learn the 
lessons of obedience He would teach us. We 
look to Him for His mercy, and healing if it be 
His will. Should He raise us up, we give Him 
the thanks, whether medicines have been em- 
ployed or not. Scripture most certainly does 
not forbid the use of means for recovery. 
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But the great point to remember is that sick- 
ness attaches to the present time, and the only 
lasting remedy will be the change of our bodies 
at the coming of our Lord. It is pathetic to see 
sufferers turning to mental nostrums far worse 
than any medicine ever devised by quacks, in 
the vain hope of obtainin®& health. 

But let us be warned. All this profession of 
cure is but the bait to catch the simple and then 
to poison them with all the deadly error we 
have been examining. It is the soul Satan is 
after, and he would lure the unwary off by 
hopes of help for the body. May souls be warn- 
ed. ‘They are in danger of being robbed of 
Christ, salvation, and heaven. 

Summing up, let us see what “Christian 
Science” robs us of, that we may rightly esti- 
mate the loss of those who accept its teachings 
an eternal loss! 
lt robs us, 

1. Of the true personality of God, whom it 
identifies with man. 

2. Of any creation, save as it exists in His 
mind. 

3. Of the Personal Son of God, putting in 
His place the Christ-idea. 

4. Of the miraculous, divine incarnation of 
Christ. 

5. Of the absolute sinlessness of the Lord 
Jesus. 

6. Of the value of His atoning death as a 
sacrifice in the sinner’s stead. | 
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-%. Of the precious fact of present justifica- 
tion by faith alone without works. 

8. Of the presence before God of “the Man 
Christ Jesus,” “ever living to make interces- 
sion for us.” 

9. Of the reality of sin, and its judgment, 
and of Satan the deceiver of the whole world, 
and of hell the place of punishment; thereby 
doing away with the reality of salvation from 
these. 

10. Of the glories of Heaven where we shall 
be in resurrection bodies with and like our 
Lord Jesus Christ forever. 

Reader, pause! Are you prepared to lose all 
this—to lose all, yea to lose you own soul? 

And now, fellow-Christian, what say you? 
Have we not had enough of all this abominable 
evil, and shall we not turn with disgust and 
loathing from it to that which is an ever in- 
creasing delight, the precious word of God? 
Let us learn more of our blessed Lord Jesus, 
more of the purpose and counsels of God which 
center in Him. Let our souls be filled with 
His love, so that we shall be busily engaged in 
telling out His precious gospel to the weary 
and heavy laden sinner, and in building up our 
fellow-Christians in the truth of God. Thus 
the time of our waiting will pass quickly, and 
soon we will hear the welcome of “this same - 
Jesus” as He calls to us to rise, with all His 
redeemed, to meet Him in the air. “Even s0, 
come quickly Lord Jesus.” Amen. - S. R. 


2sextra pages have been added without extra charge---as the intense burning, 
righteous indignation overwhelmed the compiler, that he could not do otherwise 
than give this apace to ig exposure of such damnable errors which are beguil- 
ing the unwary.---F. J.B 
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A HEBREW’S SEARCH FOR THE BLOOD 
OF ATONEMENT. 


In the spring of 1898, I was holding some 
gospel meetings in San Francisco, and several 
times addressed the Jews attending a “Mission 
to Isreal.’ On one occasion, having concluded 
my discourse, the meeting was thrown open for 
discussion with any Hebrews who desired to 
ask questions or state difficulties, as also for 
any who had been brought to Christ to relate 
their conversions. 

The experience of one old Jew interested me 
greatly, and as nearly as I can I give hi: re- 
marks in his own words,though not attempting 
to preserve the inimitable Hebrew-English dia- 
lect. 

He said: “This is Passover week among you, 
my Jewish brethren, and as I sat here, I was 
thinking how you will be observing it. You 
will have put aw ay all leaven from your houses ; 
you will eat the ‘motsah’ ( unleavened wafer s) 
and the roasted lamb. You wili attend the 
synagogue services, and carry out the ritual and 
directions of the Talmud; but vou forget, my 
brethren, that you have everything. but that 
which Jehovah required first of all. He did 
not say, ‘When I see the leaven put away, or 
when I see you eat the motsah, or the lamb, or 
go to the synagogue ;’ but His word was, ‘When 


Blood of Atonement. 249 


I see the blood I will pass over you. Ah, my 
brethren, you can substitute nothing for this. 
You must have blood, BLoop, BLOOD !” 

As he reiterated this word with ever-increas- 
ing emphasis, his black eyes flashed warningly 
and his Jewish hearers quailed before him. 

“Blood!” It is an awful word, that, for one 
who reveres the ancient oracle, and yet has no 
sacrifice. ‘Turn where he will in the book, the 
blood meets him, but let him seek as he may, 
he cannot find it in the Judaism of the present. 

After a moment’s pause, the patriachal old 
man went on somewhat as follows: “I was born 
in Palestine, nearly seventy years ago. As a 
child I was taught to read the Law, the Psalms, 
and the Prophets. I early attended the syna- 
gogue and learned Hebrew from the Rabbis. 
At first I believed what I was told, that ours 
was the true and only religion, but as I grew 
older and studied the Law more intently, I was 
struck by the place the blood had in all the cer- 
emonies outlined there, and equally struck by 
its utter absence in the ritual to which I wags 
brought up. 

“Again and again I read Exodus xii. and Le- 
viticus xvi., xvil., and the latter chapters espe- 
cially made me tremble, as I thought of the 
ereat Day of Atonement and the place the blood 
had there. Day and night one verse would ring 
in my ears. ‘It is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the soul! I knew I had troken 
the law. I needed atonement. Year after year, 
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on that day, I beat my breast as I confessed my 
need of it; but it was to be made by blood, and 
there was no blood! 

“In my distress, at last, 1 opened my heart to 
a learned and venerable rabbi. He told me that 
God was angry with His people. Jcrusalem 
was in the hands of the Gentiles, the temple 
was destroyed, and a Mohammedan mosque 
was reared up in its place. The only spot on 
earth where we dare shed the blood of sacrifice, 
in accordance with Deuteronomy xii. and Levi- 
ticus xvil., was desecrated, and our nation scat- 
tered. ‘That was why there was no blood. God 
had Himself closed the way to carry out the 
solemn service of the great Day of Atonement. 
Now, we must turn to the Talmud, and rest on 
its instruction, and trust in the merey of God 
and the merits of the fathers. 

“TI tried to be satisfied, but could not. Some- 
thing seemed to say that the law was unaltered. 
even though our temple was destroyed. Noth- 
ing else but blood could atone for the soul. We 
dared not shed blood for atonement elsewhere 
than in the place the Lord had chosen. Then 
we were left without an atonement at all? 

“This thought filled me with horror. In my 
distress I consulted many other rabbis. I had 
but one great question—Where can I find the 
blood of atonement? 

“T was over thirty years of age when I left 
Palestine and came to Constantinople, with mv 
still unanswered question ever before my mind, 
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and my soul exceedingly troubled about my 
sins. 

“One night I was walking down one of the 
narrow streets of that city, when I saw a sign 
telling of a meeting of Jews. Curiosity led me 
to open the door and go in. Just as I took a 
seat I heard a man say, “The blood of Jesus 
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin’ It 
was my first introduction to Christianity, but 
I listened breathlessly as the speaker told how 
God had declared that ‘without shedding of 
blood is no remission; but that He had given 
His only begotten Son, the Lamb of God, to 
die, and all who trusted in His blood were for- 
given all their iniquities. This was the Mes- 
siah of the fifty-third of Isaiah: this was the 
Sufferer of Psalm xxii. Ah, my brethren, I had 
found the blood of atonement at last. I trust- 
ed it, and now I love to read the New Testa- 
ment and see how all the shadows of the law 
are fulfilled in Jesus. His blood has been shed 
for sinners. It has satisfied God, and it is the 
only means of salvation for either Jew or Gen- 
tile.” 

Reader, have you yet found the blood of 
atonement? “Behold the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sin of the worid” (John i. 29). 
Are you trusting in God’s smitten Lamb ?—the 
sacrifice of God ? HH. Ae dk 
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CONDITIONS FOR A REVIVAL. 


E. P. MARVIN. 

Prove me now.—Mal. 3:10. 

The greatest blessing ever bestowed on any 
place is a genuine revival of religion. A shower 
of spiritual blessings is infinitely more valua- 
ble than a shower of pearls. No toil or sacri- 
fice is too great to obtain it. He that winneth 
souls is wise. God is always on the giving hand 
and he challenges us to “prove him” by fulfill- 
ing the appointed conditions. 

The promised results uniformly the use of 
the appointed means, employed not -mechani- 
cally and in the energy of the flesh, but spirit- 
ually and in the energy of the Holy Ghost. The 
instructions and promises are simple and am- 
ple. 

What are these conditions and means? 

1. We must humble ourselves before God, 
confess our weakness and nothingness and give 
him all the glory. His strength operates 
. through our voluntary weakness. We can do 
nothing without him, but all things with Him. 
Holiness, lowliness and power are allied. Be 
willing to do a great work and not bray about it. 


“Oh, to be nothing, nothing 
Only to he at his feet.” 
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2 Chron. 7:14; 2 Cor. 12:9; Jas. 4:6-10. 

2. We must examine and judge ourselves and 
put away all known sin. If we cherish or prac- 
tice sin God will not hear us and the world will 
not be influenced by us. We must be “living 
epistles” of first imprint and walking Bibles. 
The best evidence of Christianity is a Chris- 
tian. If Christians would live like Christ they 
would soon turn the world upside down. We 
must be separated, consecrated and concen- 
trated. Jas. 5:16; Ps. 51:12-138. 

3. We must have unreserved self-surrender 
and dedication to God that He may fill and 
consecrate us to the work. ‘The form of “von- 
secration” is common, but the reality uncom- 
mon. All has been redeemed, soul, body, prop- 
erty, time, ete., and all must be dedicated to 
the Master’s use without reserve at any cost, and 
as really as if by a quit claim deed, so that we 
are only stewards and not proprietors. We see 
- the power of consecration in Abraham and the 
weakness of conformity in Lot. Calvin’s seal 
was an extended hand with a burning heart, 
and the inscription, “I give thee all, I keep - 
back nothing!” Thus if we would have the un- 
speakable blessing of a revival, let us say sin- 
cerely, 

“My all is on the altar laid, 
And waiting for the fire.” 


Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 6:19-20. 
4. We must have absolute faith in the prom- 
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ises of God concerning a revival. Without this 
we cannot be Christians with power. We must 
be full of faith and the Holy Ghost. Without 
profound convictions we cannot please God, 
and God cannot use us. Faith is the mother 
grace of all others. The measure of faith must 
be the measure of blessing. If we can believe, 
God can do. Read the multitude of promises. 
Heb. 11:6; Mark 9:22, 28. : 

5. Reconciliation with brethren. ‘The Spirit 
flies from scenes of discord and strife. Self- 
will, testiness and ill-feeling must go and we 
must be kind, tender hearted and forgiving, 
and we must come back into close fellowship 
with Christ and our brethren. We should have 
momentum enough not to be veered by every 
breath of criticism, and step high enough not 
to stumble at a straw. It may be as wicked to 
take offense. An idle, lazy dog wants to be 
noticed and petted, but a dog that is after a fox 
cares nothing about such things. All shake 
hands and then go to work. Matt. 5:23-14; Ps. 
133. 

6. Diligent and prayerful study of the Word 
so as to know how to use the Sword of the 
Spirit. Revivals will be shallow and transient 
without the wise and liberal use of the Word. 
If we simply stir up the froth of factitious feel- 
ing on the surface it will not last long. We must 
use the Word to build up as well as to stir up 
and lead Christians to Christ as well as sin- 
ners. The Spirit is the agent and the Word 
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the instrument. We must rightly divide the 
Word. We find more that can “testify” than 
ean take the Word and point a sinner to Christ. 
-Our work in a revival without the Word will 
only make a bonfire of wood, hay and stubble. 
Jonn 5739; Psalms 1419 337. 

?. Compassionate anxiety for sinners and 
sighing and crying for surrounding abomina- 
tion. We find in every place about as many 
anxious sinners as anxious saints. No weep- 
ing, no reaping. Spiritual concern is conta- 
gious. Woe to them that are at ease. Zion 
must travail if souls are born. Moses, David 
and Paul had so much of the spirit of Christ 
that they would have died for sinners. We 
must “put ourselves in their place” and act ac- 
cordingly in love for their souls. How must 
Christ and angels view 


“A church asleep, 
With dying sinners in her arms?” 


Ezek. 9:4; 33:7-11; Luke 19:41. . 

8. Effectual, fervent prayer, especially for 
the Holy Spirit. Genuine revivals are born 
in prayer. Pentecost was the result of a ten 
days’ prayer meeting. In 185%, the greatest 
revival of the last half century was largely a 
prayer meeting revival. Vclumes are filled 
with the wonders wrought by prayer. Mr. Fin- 
ney at one time had a man with him who did 
not attend the meetings, but only kept his room 
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and prayed.’ And fasting should often accom- 
pany prayer. Acts 1, 8:4, 381. 

9. Preaching, testifying and exhorting in the 
Spirit, and with definite purpose of winning 
souls to Christ. Preaching is the royal ordi- 
nance, and let it be done with the “tongue of 
fire’ to arouse both saints and sinners. An 
apostle in some of our dormant pulpits would 
produce a moral earthquake. Wesley used to 
ask—*‘Anybody sanctified? anybody converted ? 
Anybody made mad?” Rom. 10:14, 15; Heb. 
10 :25. 

10. Finally, faithfulness in all known duties 
and means, in the energy of the Holy Spirit, in 
the closet, the home, the church, and all places 
where lost souls are found. No complex sys- 
tem is needed, but simple, spiritual and direct 
methods. The church is not a man-made ma- 
chine, but a divine organism. We want the 
maximum of power and the minimum of ma- 
chinery- If we pray for the Spirit in faith we 
have this power. Then let us obey the Spirit, 
and go out to answer our prayers. We may 
be singular and do things we never did before, 
and things we thought we never ceuld do. Idle- 
ness is a sin. Away with the craze of organiza- 
tion and programs, and emphasize individual- 
ism and the freedom of the Spirit. Hvery 
hearer should be a herald. ‘The church should 
be a rallying and a radiating center. All other 
engagements, so far as possible, should be put 
away for revival work. Most extraordinary and 
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persistent efforts are necessary now to get the 
“lapsed masses” to come and hear the Gospel. 
Rom. 12 :4-8; Acts 20:17-31; Heb. 4:11, 12. 

This is a most blessed work. It is a privi- 
lege that earth has above heaven, and men 
above angels. It is a hopefui work in the in- 
structions given and aid promised. It brings 
an unlimited blessing here and a glorious re- 
ward hereafter. 

Let us use these means for a revival. 

Rutherford said, 


“OQ, if one soul from Anworth 
I find at God’s right hand, 
My heaven will be two heavens 

In Immanuel’s land.” 
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THE MISSING ONES. 
BY J. W. 


One summer evening, for a part of our fam- 
ily worship, I read the fourth chapter of I 
Thess. Before retiring to rest I seated myself 
on my easy chair, and mused on the last few 
verses of the chapter, which were as follows: 

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with Him. For this we say un- 
to you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which <are asleep. 
For the Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” 

And as I mused, I fell into a deep sleep, and 
had a most wonderful dream. My mind seemed 
to be clear and distinct, and my intellectual 
faculties stronger and brighter then in my 
wakeful condition. 

I thought I had awakened in the morning, 
and was somewhat surprised to find that my 
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wife was not beside me as usual. Supposing 
however, that her absence was but temporary, 
I waited, expecting her speedy return to our 
chamber ; but after the lapse of what I consid- 
ered a reasonable time, as she did not make 
her appearance, I arose and dressed. 

My wife’s apparel was where she had placed 
it on retiring, and felt confident she was some- 
where about the house. So I went to my 
daughter Julia’s room, thinking she might 
know the whereabouts of her mother; but after. 
knocking several times without response, I en- 
tered, and found that she was also missing. 

“Strange, passing strange,” said I to myself; 
“Where can they both be?” 

Then I went to the room of our son Frank, 
and found him up and already dressed, which 
was something quite unusual for him at an 
hour so early. He said he had passed a very 
restless night, and thought he might better get 
up. I told him of the absence of his mother 
and sister from their rooms, and requested him 
to look around and see if he could find them. 
In the meantime I hurriedly completed my 
toilet, and soon Frank returned and said the 
missing ones were nowhere to be found, and 
that every door leading outwards was securely 
locked, as on the preceding evening. We were 
at our wit’s end, and what to make of this 
strange occurrence we did not know. 

On again visiting Julia’s room we found on a 
stand her well-marked open Bible. One promi- 
nent verse attracted my attention; it read: 
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“Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of Man cometh.” 

This passage, my wife had always declared, 
referred to the coming of Christ for His saints, 
the redeemed Church, while I insisted that it 
meant only the preparation for death. But I 
am digressing- Frank and I concluded that, 
without waiting for breakfast, we should each 
take a different route, and visit some of our 
most intimate friends in quest of our dear ones. 

I first called on my wife’s sister, Mrs. E., 
who, with her husband, were good, respectable 
people, members of a Christian Church, though 
rather worldly-minded. After I had rung the 
bell several times, and waited somewhat impa- 
tiently, she appeared, and apologized for her 
dilatoriness by saying that she was in a “peck 
of trouble,” and had to prepare breakfast her- 
self, for her colored servant girl, whom she 
had always considered to be a real good Chris- 
tian, had played her a mean trick. 

“She has gone off somewhere, without even 
putting the kettle on the range, or saying a 
word to any of us. But what puzzles us to 
know is how she got out of the house, for the 
doors are all locked and the keys inside, just 
as we left them last evening on our return from 
Mrs. B.’s progressive euchre party.” 

“Indeed,” said I, “it is excéeding strange,” 
and then I-explained to her the object of my 
morning visit. 

When she’heard of the mysterious absence of 
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my wife and Julia she became so very nervous 
that I was glad to change the subject by saying 
that, as I had not breakfasted, I would join 
them in their morning repast. When her hus- 
band heard my story he treated it with a good 
deal of levity, and declared that my wife was 
only playing me a practical poke, to induce me 
to rise earlier in the morning. He_was sure 
the missing ones had secreted themselves some- 
where about the house, and when I returned 
home I would find them all right. 

As we seated ourselves at the table, Mrs. E. 
said she would have to take coffee without milk, 
as her milkman, who had heretofore been very 
reliable, failed to make his.appearance. 

Presently the door-bell rang, and Frank en- 
tered in a state of great nervous excitement, 
saying he had been all over inquiring for his 
mother, and that in almost every house he 
found trouble similar to our own. Almost ey- 
ery one was anxiously searching for missing 
ones. He also stated that the streets were 
thronged with excited people, hurrying to and 
fro, many of them weeping bitterly. 

Breakfast was scarcely over before inquiries 
were made at the door as to missing neighbors, 
and among those who called was Mr. H., who 
ereatly astonished us by stating that his two 
youngest children, ten and twelve years of age, 
had gone off with their grandmother, who had 
been bed-ridden for over six years. At this an- 
nouncement Mr. E. showed evident signs of 
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alarm, and related a conversation he had held 
yesterday with a friend, whose religious ideas 
he had looked upon as quite heretical. 

His friend insisted that a vast majority of 
church members in these days were but nominal 
Christians, “lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God,” and that the love of the masses for 
religious things had reached a very low ebb. 

“My friend also assured me,” said Mr. E., 
“that the Scriptures clearly taught that when 
the eleet number of Christ’s Church would be 
complete, Christ would come as unexpectedly 
as a thief in the night, and call His saints, 
both dead and alive, to meet Him in the air. 
The transformation would be effected in the 
twinkling of an eye; and although the call 
would be made yet none would hear it but those 
for whom it was intended. Then would be real- 
ized the import of Christ’s words: ‘In that 
night there shall be two in one bed; the one 
shall be taken and the other left. Two shall 
be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken 
and the other left.? I fear that time has now 
come, and sad to say, we are among the left 
ones !” 

Now as the morning was far advanced it was 
suggested that we go down to our \business 
places. Frank had already gone to his office, 
and I, with a heavy heart, wended my’ way 
along the avenue among an unusual throng of 
men and women, whose faces betokened intense 
SOrToW: 
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In the business parts of the city I observed 
that many stores were closed, and that those 
that were open did not appear to be doing any 
business. Every saloon that I passed was open, 
as usual, with groups of men outside, appar- 
ently engaged in serious discussion. As [| 
passed the City Hall, there was no perceptible 
diminution of the usual crowd of political 
“hangers-on” around the building. 

When I reached my own store, I found that 
my bookkeeper, and the faithful old porter who 
had served me for so many years, had not yet 
put in an appearance. My two other clerks 
were on hand, doing nothing; nor did I feel 
like asking them to do anything. I then went 
to the Chamber of Commerce, and found the 
largest gathering of merchants that I had seen 
there in many months. Instead of the lively, 
noisy bustle of buying and selling, and clerks 
and messenger boys running to and fro, there 
was a solemn gloom pervading the whole as- 
sembly. By unanimous consent, and in conse- 
quence of the great calamity that had over- 
taken the community, it was voted that “three 
days’ grace be allowed on all contracts falling 
due this day.“ 

T will not attempt to set forth any of the 
reason and speculations that were advanced as 
to the cause of our present troubles, but all 
agreed that the visitation was a supernatural 
one, and that in some way we who were left on 
the earth were blamable for it. 
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In the afternoon, by common consent, busi- 
ness of all kinds was suspended, except in the 
vicinity of the saloons, where a great deal of 
disorder prevailed. Here and there were groups 
of people in earnest conversation. At one of 
them was a man who seemed to be well-versed 
in Scripture, and as I approached he was say- 
ing: 

“This is the day spoken of by Christ, but 
none of us believed it, and now we are begin- 
ning to realize how foolish we were.” 

In the evening nearly every church in the 
eity was open, with overflowing congregations. 
Everybody was anxious to know the cause and. 
meaning of the “great visitation,’ and to learn 
how lost hopes might be regained. Many of 
the pastors had gone with the missing ones, 
but some were present in their churches. All: 
order of service was dispensed with, and noisy 
confusion prevailed. Crimination and recrimi- 
nation were bandied to and fro between the 
pastors and the people, the latter asserting that 
if the pastors had done their duty, and taught 
their flocks the plain truths of the Bible, in- 
stead of lulling them to sleep with philosoph- 
ical and moral essays, they would not now be 
in their present sad condition. In my own church 
the pastor was present, with scores of persons 
whom I had but rarely seen at meetings. | 

Most of the active workers and constant wor- 
shippers were absent. Audible groans and deep 
drawn sighs were occasionally heard from vari- 
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ous parts of the room. Some were bemoaning 
the loss of children, others” of husbands, of 
wives, of fathers and mothers. 

The pastor was speaking when I entered the 
room, and was entreating the audience to en- 
- deavor to allay their feelings. He said: 

“None of you realize the keen disappoint- 
ment I experience at this result of my labors. 
I am accused of having preached too much about 
the affairs of this life, and too little about the 
heavenly state, and the things to come; and of 
having kept you in ignorance of the imminency 
of the awful visitation which has manifested 
itself among us this day. In reply to these 
accusations I can only say that I have taught 
you the same theology that was taught to me 
in college, viz: to treat the Bible as a book 
largely of spiritual symbols and allegories. 

“But I now confess that I was sadly mis- 
taken, for, after what has occurred, I cannot 
help believing that God’s Word means just what 
tt says. IY am glad, however, now to be able to 
_ say for your comfort that, since this morning, 
I have made a prayerful examination of the 
Scriptures as to our present condition, and find 
that we are yet in the place of hope.” 

Here a chorus of voices ejaculated, “Thank 
God for that!” 

The pastor proceeded: “Although we have 
lost the glorious privilege of the raptured 
saints, salvation is yet ours, if we humbly and 
truly accept it. We may have to pass through 
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greater trials and tribulations than the world 
has ever yet experienced ere we reach the King- 
dom, but he that endureth to the end shall be 
saved.” 

Here the electric light suddenly went out, and 
there arose such fearful screams that I sprang 
to my feet in terror—and—awoke! 

My wife, who was in an adjoining room, 
hearing my sudden uprising, hastened in to see 
what was the matter. Oh, how glad I was to 
see her, and to realize that my terrible experi- 
ence in my easy chair was only a dream! But 
the more I thought of it afterwards, the more 
solemn seemed the Scripture truths which it 
contained, and the more was I impressed with 
humility, and put upon you such demands of 
obedience, that you will not be able to follow 
the importance of having our lamps trimmed 
and burning, ready to go out and meet the 
Bridegroom. 
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HOME, SWEET HOME. 


What must it be to dwell above 
At God’s right hand, where Jesus reigns, 
Since the sweet earnest of His love 
O’erwhelms us on these dreary plains 
No heart can think; no tongue explain 
What bliss it is with Christ to reign. 


When sin no more obstructs our sight, 
When sorrow pains our hearts no more; 

Tow shall we view the Prince of Light 
And all His works of grace explore; 

What heights and depths of love divine 
Will there through endless ages shine. 


Well He has fixed the happy day, 
When the last tears will wet our eyes, 
And God shall wipe those tears away, 
And fill us with divine surprise 
To hear His voice, and see His face, 
And feel His infinite embrace. 


This is the heaven I long to know, 
For this with patience I would wait 
Till weaned from earth and all below 
I mount to my celestial seat, 
And wave my palm, and wear my crown 
And with the elders, cast them down. 
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A SINGLE SOUL. 


“Ruth, I have tickets for the concert of the 
Bell-Ringers on Wednesday night. Can you 
go?” Alice said to a friend, as she stopped at 
her gate. 

“It is prayer meeting night.” 

“T know; but they sail for Hurope Friday. 
night, and this is their last concert.” 

“But I never stay away from prayer mecting 
for anything.” 

“But this is a sacred concert—and only once. 
We can worship just as well there.” 

So, reluctantly, against her convictions, 
Ruth consented. Sa 

That night the girl dreamed that an angel 
in shining raiment stood beside her, and asked, 
gently, “Where are you going to-morrow 
night ?” : 

And she answered, “I thought I would go to 
the concert.” 

Then the angel said gently, “Have you so 
little appreciation of the value of a single 
soul ?” 

Vividly the vision came back to Ruth the — 
next morning, as she lay, saying softly to her- 
self, wondering what it could mean—“So little 
appreciation of the value of a single soul.” 

She decided that she must take back her 
promise to attend the concert, and go to the 
prayer meeting. | 
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Ruth sat in the house of prayer with a 
strange joy in her soul, singing: 


“Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to 
cover all my sin; 

Let the healing streams abound, make and keep 
me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, freely let me take 

of Thee: 

Spring Thou up within my heart, rise to all 
eternity.” 


As the music ceased, the girl sprang impul- 
sively to her feet. 

“T meant to hear the Bell-Ringers to-night,” 
she said, “but I decided that I would rather 
come to prayer meeting; and I am happier here 
than I should have been at the concert; and I 
am sure no music could be sweeter to me than 
the hymn we have just sung.” 

As the hour for closing drew near, the pastor 
arose, and invited any who would give them- 
selves to Christ to come forward. 

As he waited, in silence, a lady in mourning 
walked slowly up the aisle, and, kneeling, was 
shown the way of salvation. 

When the service was ended, a friend came 
to Ruth, and said: 

“The lady who went forward wishes to be 
introduced to you.” 

Much astonished, the girl went to receive the 
introduction to Mrs. Walters. 
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“T wanted to tell you,” the lady said, “that 
I owe the fact of my being a Christian to-night 
to your testimony. I have not been inside of a 
church for ten years. I came here to please a 
friend, and when you said you would give up a 
concert for a prayer meeting, and that no mu- 
sic could be sweeter to you than the hymn, 


“Jesus, lover of my soul.” 


I thought to myself, “There must be something 
in religion, and I am going to have it.’ So, I 
wish to thank you that it is because of your 
testimony that I shall go home to-night a ser- 
vant of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Ruth held out her hand, and pressed erate- 
fully that of her new friend. 

She knew now the meaning of the angel’s 
message. 

“JT thank you for telling me this. I shall 
never forget it.” 

Yet she little guessed what cause she would 
always have to remember it. 

Ruth’s home was close beside the railroad 
track. About midnight she was awakened by 
a horrible crashing sound. 

Looking from the window she could see 
where the midnight express and the 11.30 
freight train had collided. 

The frantie cries of the frightened, and the 
piercing shrieks of the wounded, made her 
shudder. But she bravely put away all thoughts 
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of self, and, calling her father, was soon ready 
to go with him to the rescue. 

And the first face that looked into hers, as 
she stood beside the burning train, was that of 
Mrs. Walters. 

Pale and peaceful it was, though showing 
how intensely she suffered. 

She was extricated and borne to Ruth’s home, 

The power of speech was almost gone. 

She rallied a little as they laid her on Ruth’s 
couch. 

Taking her hand, and pressing it to her lips, 
she whispered, feebly : 

“Child, ’m going—it was my last chance— 
what if you had not spoken—what if I had not 
taken it?” 

And kneeling there, beside the dead, the 
tears, raining down her face, Ruth promised 
her Father always to do her duty: always to 
give her testimony; always to appreciate the 
value of A Stneue Soun—Mrs. A. CO. Morrow. 
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OTHERS MAY, YOU CANNOT. 


Ir God has called you to be really like Jesus 
He will draw you into a life of crucifixion and 
humility, and put upon you such demands ot 
obedience, that you will not be able to follow 
other people, or measure yourself by other 
Christians, and in many ways He will seem to 
let other good people do things which He will 
not let you do. 

OrHER Christians and ministers who seem 
very religious and useful, may push them- 
selves, pull wires, and work schemes to carry 
out their plans, but you cannot do it; and if 
you attempt it, you will meet with such failure 
and rebuke from the Lord as to make you sorely 
penitent. 

OttERS may boast of themselves, cf their 
work, of their success, of their writings, but 
the Holy Spirit will not allow you to do any 
such thing, and if you begin it, He will lead 
you into some deep mortification that will make 
you despise yourself and all your good works. 

OTHERS may be allowed to succeed in mak- 
ing money, or may have a legacy left to them, 
but it is likely God will keep you poor, because 
He wants you to have something far better than 
gold, namely, a helpless dependence on Him, 
that He may have the privilege of supplying 
your needs day by day out of an unseen 
treasury. 

Tire Lord may let others be honored and put 
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forward, and keep you hidden in obscurity, be- 
cause He wants to produce some choice, fra- 
grant fruit for His coming glory, which can only 
be produced in the shade. He may let others be 
great, hut keep you small. He may let others 
do a work for Him and get the credit of it, but 
He will make you work and toil on without 
knowing how much you are doing; and then to 
make your work still more precious, He may 
let others get the credit for the work which you 
have done, and thus make your reward ten 
times greater when Jesus comes. 

THe Holy Spirit will put a strict watch over 
you, with a jealous love, and will rebuke you 
for little words and feelings, or for wasting 
your time, which other Christians never seem 
distressed over. So make up your mind that 
God is an infinite Sovereign, and has a right to 
do as He pleases with His own. He may not 
explain to you a thousand things which puz- 
zle your reason in His dealing with you, but if 
you absolutely sell yourself to be His love slave, 
He will wrap you up in a jealous love, and be- 
stow upon you many blessings which come only 
to those who are in the inner circle. 

SETTLE it forever, then, that you are to deal 
directly with the Holy Spirit, and that He is to 
have the privilege of tying your tongue, or 
chaining your hand, or closing your eyes, in 
ways that He does not seem to use with others. 
Now when you are so possessed with the living 
God that you are, in your secret heart, pleased 
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and delighted over this peculiar, personal, pri- 
vate, jealous guardianship and management of 
the Holy Spirit over your life, you will have 
found the vestibule of Heaven.—living Waters. 


True lnsurance. 275 


TRUE INSURANCE. 


The only possession we can carry over from 
earth to Heaven is a Christlike character. Is 
it not worth while to seek that more earnestly 
than silver and gold? 

“Insure with the company that insures.” 
NOW is the accepted time. II Cor. 6:2; Matt. 
6:33; Prov. 2731; Matt. 24:44; Matt. 25 :10- 
13; Luke 12:19-20; Jas. 4:13-14; Luke 13: 
24-25. 

There are just two purposes for which we 
are here on this earth; first, to get right with 
the King of Kings, which is to be insured our- 
selves; second, to get others insured. 

That the world may be taken faster, Loyal 
Agents are wanted to advertise and make at- 
tractive, in their own lives, the realities of this 
company.—Jas. 5:20; Dan. 12:3. 

These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the Son of God; that ye might know 
that ye have eternal life—I John 5:13. 

BE THOUGHTFUL! The greatest crime 
and danger to the world is through thoughtless- 
ness. Be thoughtful. 
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All of the articles in this Book are published 
in Tract Form. Some are two pages up to 
sixteen. Anyone desiring them in that form 
to give away separately can send 25c., 50c. or 
$1.00, and we will send by post as many as we 
can for the amount. 

And by this means you may be able to do a 
large amount of good at small expense. 

Mention the ones wanted. | 

At the end of the book will be found a list of 
some of the best and most useful books ever 
published. ‘They will be sent postpaid on re- 
ceipt of price. 

In our Evangelistic, Book, Tract and Col- 
portage work we have been prevented from do- 
ing as much as we could have done if we had 
more funds at our disposal. If any of our 
readers would like to help us, their funds could 
not go into a better channel. We give away 
tracts by the thousands, one alone, Make it so 
Plain, we have given away 35 thousands of. 
Will you not share in the honor? We have 
things now we are waiting to print. But wait- 
ing for the Lord to direct you to help us. 

By perusal you will find we are very par- 
ticular to let no line of error enter any of our 
printed matter. 


List of Books in Stock 


Any of them sent postpaid on receipt of 
price named. Address 


UNION CO ee MISSION 


PURE BOOK COMPANY 
502 North Sixth Street : : : Philadelphia 


To try and correct a taste for doubtful novels 
without recommending others to take their place 
is useless, as people will read. We therefore 
present a list of some that are as interesting as 
any novels ever written, all having an excellent 
purpose. 

When you have read them, don’t lock them 
in your bookcase, but give them away or keep 
loaning them, they will then do lots of good. 

The first lot named are on fine calendered 
paper, well bound in fancy embossed cloth, clear 
type. The publishers’ price is 75 cents. We 
will charge 50 cents to encourage large sales. 


The Prince of the House of David. 474 Pp. 
What Would Jesus Do. (In His Steps). 
Ten Nights in a Bar Room. 304 Pp. 
The Lamp Lighter. 376 Pp. 
Qua Vadis. 540 Pp. 
This book surpasses Ben Hur in interest. 
See Catalog for full list. 


MOODY LIBRARY. 


-Any of these supplied postpaid at 15 cents 
each or two for 25 cents. 
See Catalog. 


DAVID C. COOK, OF CHICAGO, 
WORKS 


Instock. Illumined paper cover. Good paper. 
Good type. Size 9 x 7 inches. Average 120 
pages. All of sterling worth. Unabridged. 
Containing: In His Steps. The Wrestler of 
Philippi. Out of the Triangle. Prince of the 
House of David. Ten Nights in a Bar Room. 
Lamplighter. Pillar of Fire. Throne of David, 
and many others. Twenty-four in all. At 8 
cents, postpaid. 


THE PURE BOOK COMPANY’S 
PUBLICATIONS 


STOUT PAPER COVERS 


Are a marvel. Size 7% x 4% inches. About 
200 pages. Illumined cover. Good paper. At 
to cents. Containing some one hundred stand- 
ard works of the best authors. 


Among Others. In His Steps. Black 
Beauty. Black Rock. Lamplighter. Pilgrims 
Progress. Her Only Sin. House of Seven 
Gables. Ten Nights ina Bar Room. Twice 
Told Tales. Wife in Name Only. Wonder 
Book for Boys. Woodleigh Cragg, etc. Any 
three sent postpaid for 25 cents. 

Any book published of known worth will be 
sent on receipt of price, postpaid. 


PENTECOSTAL BOOKS. 


Brimful of inspiring soul-lifting thoughts. Enough of God’s 
blessing to charge any worker with the most lofty ambition fot 
Christian work. 


Thunderbolts from Heaven. By Knapp, $1.00. Paper 


COVENT Sig sae Me drtne et) Nome ee lvoe taser sanalren aa! Geet iay Poh fen fol vel Mer eel fo 50 
Pentecostal Light. Papercovers .........2...-. IG 
irvmpet Caliss. “By Bia Rees usar eine ceatit i eeeitcc sels sete "5 
CoalsOrPire Oe rk a) nite RECAST Ct ewe int ahem a heya hos rents 50 
Life of Chas; G. Finney.) 12moi. ose 6%). 8 hod eh eee I 25 
Burning Coals—Fire from Heaven. Paper ........ 10 
From Romanism to Pentecost. Knapp.......... 15 
Chosen Vessels. Selections of Twenty-One Noted Workers. 

Clotaeso cents: Me aperCOVErS yc cates sa ehibmss elistsmencs. 25 


What Led Me to Christ. Ans wered by Frances Willard, 
Sam Jones, Abbie C. Morrow) J. Hudson Taylor, Mrs. E. 
M. Whittemore, A. C. Dixon, Chas. W. Crittenton, Sir 
Geo. Williams, F. B. Meyer, J. Walter Chapman, D. L. 
Moody, G. C. Morgan, C. B. Strauss, etc. Stout paper 


CAPM ie rere ty a ew y Gn ate eT Som: mee eu Bist ehcp kl ale tel ell ie bat th! be al ab anit 30 
Aids to Holiness. All Jewels. Christ Crowned Within. 

PS VaUSCLicl Danie ionce ite Piet tie ts alice ce nROGn ar Danii) Lae iih celia erences 25 
MemororBily: Brayirciete ise eee, bon aie hadismomen atte 15 
Memoir of Madam Tyson. Cloth............. 50 
Back to the Bibless By Knapp) teil vlsatie. (uve ciel omelets 10 
met rame Of Firest by elery yiies rel eles staal allie Coton dels IO 
Mary. OT) Set ae ys cco eet ae ah tae cg roy elib ele au pete 25 
Roweror Pentecost Peis) in el aiee. Where veea lameness ne 
Perfect Yet Pressing. By Dr.Pepper..  ...... 25 
Holiness Text Book. By Thompsonand Pepper. .... . 25 


Song Books furnished at cost. 


At 25 cents each, postpaid. 


These are nearly the size of the soc. ones, pg. 1. Well bound 
In cloth embossed covers. On good paper. But not calendered. 
Christie’s Old Organ, real fascinating. Marriage of Life. 
Twelve Noted Characters. Who Missed Happiness; Because 
they Missed Christ. Jessie’s First Prayer. Wonderfully 
Interesting. In His Steps. Thrilling, True to Life. Black 
Prince. Black Rock. Lamplighter. Wide, Wide World, and 
lots of others. See full Catalog. 


’ 20 cents each, postpaid. 


A splendid lot of elegant fancy cloth bound books on extra 
fine paper, for presents. By Phillips Brooks, Beacher, Elliot, H. P. 
Judson, Hannah Whitall Smith, Murray, Drummond, ete. 

We have lots of good cloth bound books. 8vo. On good 
paper. For school libraries, at 20 centseach. See Catalog. 

25 per cent. off all books to schools and mission workers, in 
quantity of one dozen or over, not postpaid. 

25 per cent. on Song Books. 

Selections advised. 
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